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Hear, Land o* Cakes and brither Scott, 
Fiae Matdeokirk to J01U17 Groata% 
If there's a hole in a' your ooatSt 

I nde ye teat it, 
A chiel*8 amang you takin* notes^ 

An' faith bell picnt it 

BvBirf. 
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CHAWER I. 

Wis efer woBMs in Mm IwnKiiif wooeA}**^ 
Was ever woman in this btimour won ?— ^ 
PU have her.— — 

Xichardihe Third* 

l^wftLVB tx^ooths feiad past away since the 
Jtfaster of RatreaswoocTs clBparture for the 
omtanent^ and) atthotigb hisr return to Scot- ' 
lami hid bem expected ia a much shorter 
j^ac^, yet tbe at^irs of his mission, or, ac*- 
<rordto§ tor » pwvailiiig^ report, ^hers of a 
nature' pttfacmali to> himself, still detained 
liim abroad. In the measf ti me» tbeal ered^ 
3tete (rfa^Eaar^ in Sir William Ashton*b fami. 
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]y may be gathered from tbe following con- 
yersation which took place betwixt Buck- 
law and his confidential bottle-companion 
and dependent, the noted Captain Craigen- 
gclt* 

They were seated on either side of^ the 
hv^ sepulchraUooking freestone chimney 
in the low hall at Giraiagton. A wood 
fire blazed merrily in the grate ; a round 
oaken table, placed between them, support- 
ed a stoup of excellent claret, two rummer 
glasses, and other good cheer ; and yet, 
with all these appliances and mtms to 
boot, die countenance of the patron wjas 
dubious, doubtful, and unsatisfied, while 
the invention of his dependent was t^txed 
to the utmost, to parry what h^ most dsead* 
ed, a fit, M he called it, c^ the sullens oit 
the part 4>f hiik ^otecifiir. iMto: a long 
pause, only interrupted by the deyil's ta- 
too, which Bticklaw kept beatti^^ against 
the hearth with tbe toe of hii^ book, Gs«^« 
engelt %t lart ventured to break ^nlence* 
<< May I be double distanced," said he, ^ it 
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ever I saw a man in my life have leas the 
mr of a bridegroom ! Cut me out of featbeiv 
ff you have not more the look of a man con- 
demned to be hanged/' 

¥ My kind thanks for the eomplimesty" 
repUed Bucklaw} <* but I suppose you think 
upon the predicament in whieh you your- 
setf are . most likely to be placed ;-*-«xd 
{>ray. Captain Craigengelt, if it please your 
Vdrshfp» why should I look merry» when 
Vm $md, and deyiiish sad too ?'' 

M And that^s what vexes me»" said Craig- 
engelt. ^ Here is this matcht the .best ii^ the 
whole country^ and which you were so 
aiuuQua about» is on the point of .being 
concluded^ and you are as sulky as a bear 
Asit's lost its whelps." 

" I do not know,'' aMwered the laird^ 
doggedly* ** ^whether 1 should conclude it or 
not^ if it was not^hat lam toofar forv^ards 
to leap back." 

^^XfCap back!'' exclaimed Craigengelt^ 
with a well-assumed air oi astonishmeQtt 
^ that would be [laying theback^game with 
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a witafissi L0ap^ba(;l&[ Why, isMOt 4hd fpirt% 

H The^ young Udy'is, tf yd» please,^ sfiid 
Haystone^ inter rupting hitti. 

^ Wett^ well^ no disi^espect meant — Will 
Miss Ashton*s tocher not weigh against an^ 
in Lothian ?»' 

** Granted/' answered Bucfclaw; «* but 1 
care not ^ penny for her tochef, I have 
enough of my ^wn.*^ r ^ 

*^ And^ the mother, that loves^ you lifcfr 
her own child P* 

'^ Better than some of her children, I 
believe," said Bucklaw^ *^ of there wjould 
be IlttFe love wared on the matter/* 

*< And Colonel Sholto Douglas Ashton^ 
who desires the match above all earthly 
things r* 

" Because," said Bucklaw, **^ he expects. 

to carry the county of ; through my 

interestv 

'« And the father, who is as keen to see 
the match concluded, as ever I have beea 
to win a main ?" 



** Ayt/^ and BorkfaMr, m the same die- 
paragii)g[ mami^^ *< it lies with Sir M^- 
Iniift's poifdj to seeure ^e next best match, 
sibce iie eanaa( barter Ms child to save the 
greatfianeaawood eMafte, iviiich Parliameiit 
MCi dknmt to wrench ^ont of his draitdie8.''i 

a 

** What say you to the yoang lady her- 
seMF* fiaid Cmgettigdt ; *^ tke fmcBt. young 
UriHnaa m ali Seotlandy one that yoa used to 
be so fond of vken she was crossi and now 
^ consent' to have ymi, and gives up her 
engagement witii Raven$#ood, ycm al'e, 
for jibbing— fl must say, the devil's in yf, 
wbeaye njeither koaw. what you.. would 
have, nor what you would want.'* 

<< J'it teU you mj meaning in a .word,'' 
answered Bacfekw, getting up and wallciog 
through die room ^ *' I want to know what 
the devil is the cause of Miss Asbton's 
changing her mind so suddenly*''^ < * 

*« And what need you care," said Craig, 
engek, :^< since the change is in your fa- 
vour?" 

^ HI tell you what it is,** returned bis pa« 
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l^roii, ^ I ntver knew much c^ that 'sott ^f 
fine ladies^ and I believe ihey may be as ea- 
prkioas as the^devil ; by t thei^is fimnething 
in Miss Ashtmi's ' diange^* a deviifeh dial 
too sudden^ and too serioas for a meire 
ffisk of her own. PU be bound Lady Ai^- 
toil understands eveiy machine for break- 
ing in the human miiid, and l^^re'are as 
many as there are cannon-bits, martingdls^ 
and cavessons for young coltis.'^ ' 

" And if that were not the case,** said 
Craigengelt, «* how the devil should we ever 
get them into training at all ?' 

«* And that's trtie too,** said Bucklaw, 
suspending his mardi through the dining- 
room, and leaning upon the back of a 
chair*—** And besides, here's Ravenswood 
in the way still ; do you think he'll give up 
Lucy's engagement ?^ 

«« To be sure he will,* answered Craigen- 
gelt; ^ what good can it do him to reftise, 
since he wishes to marry another womaii, 
and she another man ?" v 

" And you believe oaeiiously,** said Buck- 
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4Mr» << tbit he is g^Bg to iiiiri|> tb« fme%ti 
hdy we bencd of ^ 

^ You hMrd yomself,'* answered OMgr 
eogplt, <* what Captain Wette&bo siitd abftut 
it, and the great pr^iaraitioa mad^ for thdr 
bl^thsome bridai.^ 

#« Captain West^dio^*' repUid BucMaw, 
f < has rather too much of your own oast 
about hip), Craigy^ to make what Sir Wil* 
liam would call a ** famona wita^sflu'' He 
drinks deep, pkys deep, swears deep, and 
I suspect ^n lie and cheat a little into the 
l];argain« Useful qualities, Cra^y, if kept 
in their proper sphere, but which have a 
.little too much of the freebooter to msjce a 
%ure in a court of evidence/' ^ 

«< Well then," said Craigengdt, «* will you 
believe Colonel Douglas Aahton, who heard 
the Marquis of A i- " ' m say in a public circte, 
but not aware that be was within ear-shot, 
that bis kinsman bad made a better arrange- 
ment for himself than to. give his father's 
ladd for the pale- cheeked. daughter of a 
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broken* dowp faimtics aad dmt Biieldaw mu^ 
welcome to the wearing •£ BaYeaMr'OCMl);^ 
idimij^ied shoes.'' 

^ Did he say 80, fa^ beavea^!" eriedt 
Bucklftw, breaking ooft ix^ba one of thoie 
incontroulable fits of passioa to which . h^ 
waAi constitfitioBaUy sBb^eat,-*-^^ if I had 
heard faim^ i would have tore the lon^ue 
out of his throat before all his peats and 
minions , and Highland lollies into the buv 
gain. Why did not Ashton rim hina through 
lhei)ody?•^ 

** Capote me if I know,*^ said the Cap- 
tain. ^ He deserved it sure enough, but 
he is an old man, and a minister of state^ 
and there would be more risk fiian credit 
in meddling with him. You had more 
need to think of making up to Miss hady 
Ashton the disgraee that's like to fail upon 
her, than of interfering with a man too ci& 
to %ht, and on too high a stool for your 
hand to reach him.'^ 

^* It ^haU reach him thiqig^ one day^^ 
said Bucklaw, ^< and his kinsman Ravens* 
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wood to boot. In the mean time, 111 take 
eare Miss Ashton receives no discredit for 
the slight they have put upon her^ If s an 
awkward job^ however, and I wish it was 
ended ; I scarce know how to talk to her^ 
---*but fill a bumper, Craigy, and we'll drink 
her health*. It growa late^ lund a ni^t« 
cowl of good ctaret is worth all the consi 
dering caps in Europe." 
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CHAPTER II. ^ 

It wttjthe oop^ of ov o9iiAfiNibe.i 
. in bod she aleiH iiol» lor vf lusiiig; U s 
At board she fed not, for i^y urging it; 
AIone> it was the subject of my theme; 
In oompany, t often gfawoed at it. 

The next moniii^ saw BuckUw, and bts 
£iithf ul Achates^Craigeiigelt, at Ra venswood 
Castle, Theyweremottcourleouslyreceiy^ 
by tte knight and his kid^» as well as by th^r 
ion and heir. Colonel Ashton. After agocKl 
deal of stammering and blushiog,--*'tw Buck- 
law^ notwithstanding bis audacity in other 
mattersi had all the sheepish bashfulntss 
common to those who have lived little in 
respectalde society ,*-*he contrived at length 
to explain his wish to be admitted to a con« 
ference with Miss Ashton upon the sotyect 
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irf^ their, approaching unioiu Sir WiH&ua 
and his son looked at Lady Ashton^ who 
rqplied ^th the greatest composure, *^ that 
Lacy would wait upon Mr Haystone di* 
reetly. I hope*" she added with a smile» 
^ that as Lucy is very youngs and has been 
lately trepanned into an engagement, of 
which Ae is now heathy ariMuned, our 
dear Bucklaw will excuse her wish, that I 
should be present at. their interview r 

^ In trv^i nay dear lady»" said Bucklaw, 
^ it is thie very thing that I would have 
^desind on my own aoeoont; for I have 
4been so little, ^ceustpoieil to what is called 
gailamiy, that 1 shall certainly fall into 
eomeoirsed mistake, untess i have the aidr 
fyytlage of your* ladj^hip as an intesTptetw^** 

It was tims that Bucklaw, in the pertus- 
-ltati«) of his embarrassflftent upon this csriti- 
«A occamiMi^.fofgot the justrapprehenwins 
]|f hadi entertained ol Lady Ashton's ovef- 
hei^ing ascefidancy over her dai^h^er!s 
snind, smd ^t afi opfoifUamf ^ aaMr tiiiu 
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iagf by hif awn investig^iooH Iba real state 
of Lima's Ibelinga 

The oth^ g^temeft i^ tlie* i*||gRA ^^d 
IB a sblvt time^ Lady A^kton, followed by 
her daeghter, entei^ the apurttnenU Site- 
appeared^ as he had seeH her <m former oc- 
caaio&Sy rtttber' oom^poied tfaa» Agitated ;. 
biit a nieer jad^e than he could scareis 
l^rire determined, whether her ea)tnli;«93>^ 
was that of despair, or of iadifi^brene#«^ 
Buokkw was too mcteh agitated by hlsown^ 
fee£ngs minutely to scrutinise tliose of the^ 
lady. He stammered ool ao uiieoniiect64 
address^ 6^»fotmdiiig togetiito the two or 
three topics to which it relaAed, aud stopft 
short before he brought ib to any regttlw^ 
eonok^B. Miss Ashtoa BfrtieQed^ or loolr-- 
ed as if she listeoed, but returned not a 
single word in answer, eontiniiing to li& 
btt eyes o^ a smatt piece of embroidevy^. 
on which) as if by instinct or habit^ ber 
fingers were busily employed. Lady Aab* 
t&Sk sat at som^ dlltfjttieey almost sereenMt 
from notice by the deep embrasure of the 

9 
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wi9d»w « wbich sb^ had placed he? chain 
Froovthia she whifpered in § tooe of voices 
v)lipU^yufii«k 8«ft and swMtt bad momv 
t^kfng iott of adiMmilitfi* if not 43MMiftitd» 
--r^<^ L(iicy» my dMr» imntmbef«r4uMre ytm 
hMird w}ii4^ Qncklaw bus been a»ymg?" 

Tbe i4«» of ber moUMr'f fireMMe iMaaed 
ti^. b»ve ^pkM fl^(»m ilH> iiobii»(ipy ^Vb to- 
^eatkop. Sb^ irt{iH€v}» dr€if>p«d bw iiMfiift 
wd fepealfd hastily^ ^lod aJ»p»l In thf 
same breath, the contrftdiefeory MiSr'wffa» 
^ Ye0» ]iiiidam*-H9o« my Udy-^X beg par- 
doii--rJ[ dill 90t hefir*'* 

<^ Yai» ne^ iMt blusbi my lQ¥e» «imI aiUl 
iMa jieed you Uk^ ao paie and frigbtened/^ 
said L^dy Ashtoih aQWiog forwfird ^ ^< use 
k]|ow that ou^idem' ^ars muH b^ aiow io tei^ 
a^vipg fi gimtleimn's la^gtwtg^ } but you 
must reqiismber Mr HayaloM ajMidis <Ha $ 
fuligect on whic^ yQ^ b»ye long «iie# agf etd 
to give bim a &vcAUwble b«ariogv You 
Igaiov bow mpob y«Dr fatibex Md I hmt 
PHjr befurto a^t opos an »ymtw dJi»rabte«f! 
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In Lady Ashton's voiccj » tdiie d im^ 
pressivey and even stern kiuendo was se- 
dulously aWd skilfully concealed|(pRfder an 
appearance of the 'most dfectionate mateiw 
Hal tendemess. The manner was for Bud& 
aw» wiio was easily ^ough imposed- upon % 
thie matter of the c^cbortation was for the 
terrified Lucy» who well knew how-to in*- 
terpret her mother's hints» however akilfu% 
their real purport might be veiled £rote ^ 
neral observation/ 

Miss Asbton sat upright in her chair, 
cast round her a glancei in which ftar 
was mmgled with: a stiH wilder expression^ 
but remained perfectfy silent. Bucklawj^ 
iPFho had in the mean time pace^ the room 
to and ftOf until he had recovered his 
composure, now stopped within two or 
tiiree yards of her chair, and broke out 
as follows ^-«r<^ I beUeve I have been « 
d-— d fool, Miss Ashton ; I have tried 
to speak to you as people tell me young 
ladses like to be talked to. and 1 doAt 



Smk Jim CQflQipcebeDd whut I hai9e been 
Myn^i and 00 wonder, for id«--n< me if J 
undersHfd it m^nM I But, hovevcrr once 
ibr. aH, and in broad Seotc^^ year father and 
ttotber Uke wbat ii proposed, aod if you 
cm tekea friam yowg fellow for your bua- 
iBak^^. wbo will n^for ooss you in any 
iMlsg y«m;lia¥ea mind^to^ I wiH.plaeeyou 
fEe:ifaei^head/of the befit eatehlifihment in the 
tifaga fepthking ; you diall have Lady Gir- 
niogton's lodging in the Caoongitle of Edkr- 
burgh, go where you jdeaset do what you 
please, and see what you please, and that?s 
fair. Only I must haire a <c»wer at the 
board end for a worthless old play.£eUow of 
mine, whose company I would rather want 
than ' have, if it were not that the d — d 
ftUow has persuaded me' that t can't do 
withont him ; and so I hope you won't ex* 
eept agdmst Craigy, althou^ it might be 
easy to find much better company.'' 

^< Now, out upon you, Bucklaw," smd 
Lady Ashtdn, again tnterposing,--««< how 
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can j4m tthiiAk liucy ^mqi bxn Wf dbjee* 
rtioo to tl^ ibtunt, honesty ^Mid.'CifltufQd 
creikiute, Captain C^skigen^te V* 

^« Wby^ mad^auH* replMd BadUaiTir **a» to 
€raigy'sime6rity4h09€8ty,a»d g0dd<natiH9e» 
^ey aF^ 1 believe^ prekiy HMoh i^^'aipair 
*^btit that's nett^bor ^faerel imr ^ ttier^««^lli& 
feUov^ kni>i9a aiy wayi, aad iteius .got itsa&li 
to me, ami I cawiot well-do^ vtithdutihiiSf 
as I $aid before. But aH thssis m^iksg tx> 
Ibe purpose ; iW, smce I hwQ mi^HStaded u^ 
courage to make a {^» proposal^ I vi^Qmkdt 
fain heaa* Miss AsktoH^ froot iier own iijpi^ 
give ma a ^aia anawieit*'^ 

^^ My dear Baeldaw/^ aakl £Ady &kiMs^ 
** let me spare Lucj^'a faaabfiilnesst I tfdl 
yoU| in ber presence, tfoat ^ she hu% akeady 
consented to be guided by her &ther and 
itie in this matter.— Lucy, my love/* she 
added, with that singutar combid^ion of 
suavity of tene and pointed e»ergy which 
we haire akeandy noticed-^N^^ Ltwy, my dear- 
est Inre \ speak for your$eli^ ![^ it not 
say ?" 



Ifer vietio^ a&sfwred in a tremulout and 
hollow voiee.---*^ I have promised to obey 
you, — but upon one condition.** 

•♦>She meang/'iaM Lady A$htoo, tun- 
ing tQ Bn^klawt ^ she expecis an answer 
to tbe 4epftap4 wlucb $he lias made upon 
jOkue m#Q at Vienna^ or Ratisboo, or Paris^^^ 
jor where is he^rrrilie rostyAutioa of ibe en- 
gagem^t in w^ich he h^d the aH to Ihp 
volve.hef* You will not^ I am sure, my 
deaf fnmdp ttunk it is wrong tbat she 
sha^ld feel omcb dfdici^cy upon ^is head*; 
iodfi^ it concef n^ us alL" 

^ Perfectly right^^uite fair,'' said Biick- 
bm^ fa^ humnmg^ lodf speaUng the eud 
of d^e (M 9mg'^ 

< ^^ia|i9^t to be foiff m' tba old loi«a 
8e&i«. you be m m' the »«»:/ 

> 

njgbt M»v£ ba4 aoapswfr stx tunes UM 
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not a mind to go and fetch one myself, if 
Miss Ashton will honour me with the com- 
mission/' 

•• By no means," said Lady Ashton, *• wife 
faaVe had the utmost difficulty of prevent^ 
ing Douglas, (for whom it would be more 
proper,) from taking so rash a step ; aQd do 
you think we could permit you, my good 
friend, almost equally dear to us, to go to 
a desperate man upon an errand so despe- 
rate? In fact, all the friendi^ of the family 
are of opinion, and my disar Lucy bersdf 
ought so to think, that, as this tin worthy 
person has returned no answer to her letter, 
silence tamt on this, as hr other cases, %jb 
held to give consent, and a contract must 
be supposed to be given up, when the par- 
ty waives insisting uponMt. Sir WiHiam, 
who should know best, is clear upon this 
subject J and therefore, my dear Lucy*'—— 

** Madam," said Lucy, with unwonted 
energy, " urge me no farther— if this un- 
happy engagement be restored, I have sd- 
ready said you shall dispose of me as you 
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will-^till th6n I should commit a lieavy sia 
in the sight of God and man, in doing what 
you require.'* 

*< But, my love» if this man remains ob* 
stinately silent" * . ■ » 

" He will iMtf be rilent,** answered Lucy ; 
*^ it is six weeks since I sent him a double 
of my fornpier letter by a sure hand.'* 

** You have not-^you could not-~yott 
durst nbt»" said Lady Ash ton, with violence 
inconsistent with the tone she had intended 
to assume } but, instantly correcting her« 
sel^ *' my dearest Lucy," said she, in her 
isweetest tone of^expostulation, ^* how could 
you Uiink of such a tl^ng ?'* 

<* No matter," said Bucklaw ; *^ I respect 
JtlisB i^htqn for her sentiments, and I only 
vmh I had been her messenger myiself." 

., *• And pray how long. Miss Ashton,** 

said her mother ironically, *^ are we to wait 
the return of your Pacolet-^your fairy mes^ 
8enger—--since our humble couriers of flesh 

and blood could not be trusted in this mat« 

■J .J 

ter?* 



"I have numbered weeks, days, hours, 
and minutes," said Miss Ashfcon ; " withia^ 
another week I shall have an answer, unksst 
he is dead. Till that titiie, sir," she tsaid, ad- 
dressing Bucklaw, " let me be thus fer be- 
holden to you, that you \wU beg my nw- 
ther to forbear me upon this sul;geet" ^ 

** I will make it my particular entreaty 
to Lady Ashton,^' said Bucklaw 9 ** by my 
lionour, madam, I respect your feelm^si 
and although the prosecUitioii of this a&ir 
be rendered dearer to mi^ than ever, yet, a$ 
I am ia gentleman^ I would renpun^e it, 
were it so urged as to give you a momeaUa 

<< Mr iinyston, I thinly, cannot appre- 
hend thar," said l^ady Aahton, looking pid& 
with anger,. ^^ when the dau^^or'a liappi»<* 
ness lies in the bosom ol.the mother^ luet 
u>e ask yoi4» Miss Ashton, in what teiM^. 
your last letter was couched f" 
. ^< Exactly in tl^ samei madam»" an^weiv . 
ed Lucy^ << which^ you dictated 00 a farmer 



occasion/' 
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«• Whc« ^ight dMfa bave elapoed then,'* 
ber mother, resuming her tone of teo^ 
derness, ^ we shall hope, my deacest love, 
that yon wiH and tiiis> sust^se;'' 

•' Miss AsUtcm must not be hiHried, ma« 
dam," said Bueklaw, whose faihintness of 
feeling did not by any means artae from 
want of good-naturci — ^* messengers may 
be stdpsped or delay e<)« I bare known a 
day's jenmey brcriia fay* the easting off a 
fbm^h)oe»^Skay^ let ine see my calendar^*-- 
die SAth day from this i» St Jude's, am} 
the day before Imost be at Gaverton Edgti 
to see^tbe match between the Laird oi' Kit^r 
tlegtrth's black mare, and Jobnatim the^ 
meal mooger'a^feur-year old colt ) but I call 
fide all «)%iii^ or Craigy can. baring me word 
how the match goes ; and I hope, in thd 
mean time, as I shall' not a»ysetf distress 
Mki Afithtion with any ftuptlker importunity, 
that yomr lady sifaip yoursed^ and Sir Williamii 
and 'Colonel DauglaSi) will have the good^ 
nesfi^ to allow her . nnintcniupted timi^ fyf: 
making up her mind/' 



/ 



<^ Sir/*^ fifttd MisB AsbtOD, <* you are ge- 
nerous.^' 

^ As for that, madam^" answered Buek^ 
law, ^ 1 otily pretend to be a plain good* 
bumourcid young fellow, as I said befme, 
who will willingly make you happy if you 
will permit him, and diew htm bow to do 

*' Having said this, he saluted her with 
more emotion than was consistent with his 
usual tntin of feeling, and took his leave ; 
Lady Aflliton, as she accompanied him out of 
the apartment, assuring him, that her daugh- 
ter did fiill Justice to the sincerity of his 
attachment, and requesting him Co see Sir 
Wffikm before his departure, ** since/- as 
Ae said, with a glance reverting towarda 
Lucy^ '^ against St Jude's day, we must all 
be reaily to sigtta$id seal/" 

r << To sign and seal I'' echoed Lucy in a 
muttering tone, as the door of the s^art- 
mient clc^ed^— *< To sign and lieai—- -to do 
ttid die !** and clasping her extenuated hands 
together, she sunk back on the easy chair 
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she occupied, in a state jresembliBg 8(u« 
por. 

: From this she was 81101*117 after awakened 
by the boisterous entry of h«r brother 
H^iry, who clamorously reminded her of-a 
promise to give him two yards of carnatioa 
libbon to make knots to his new garters. 
With the most patient composure Lucy 
arose, 9^nd^ opening a little ivory-cabiaiett 
sought out the ribbon the lad wanted^ maa« 
swed it accurately, cut it off into propel^ 
lengths, atid knotted it into the fashion his 
beyish whim required. 

: M Dinna shut the 'cabioetyety'* said Henryi« 
^ for J must have sojese of your silver- wire 
tp fasten the bells to my hawk-s jesses, and 
)et the new falcon's not worth them net'; 
ther I for do you know, after all the plague 
we had to get Iter from an eyery, all the. 
way at Posse, in Mannor Water^ she's going 
to prove, after all, nothing better than a 
rifler— she just wets her singles in the blood 
of the partridge, and then breaks awayj^ 

VqL. III. B 
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and lets her Hy ; s^d what good can thu 
poor bird do after that, you know, except 
pine aiid die in the first heather-cow or 
whin*biish she can crawl into?" 

«* Righl^ Henry — right, very right, said 
Lucy, moumfuHy, holding the boy fast by 
the hand, after she had given him the wii^ 
that he wanted ; <* but there are more riflers 
in the world than your falcon, and mofc 
wounded birds that seek but to die in quiet, 
than can find neither brake nor whin-bush 
to hide their heads in*** 

*< Ah ! that^s some speech out of your lO- 
mances," said the boy; <^ and Sholto sayi 
they have turned your head; but I hear 
Nonnan whistling to the hawk — I must go 
faisten on the jesses." 

And he scampered iiway with the thougliib^ 
less gaiety of boyhood, leaving his sister to 
the bitterness of her own reflections. 

" It is decreed," she said, " that every li. 

ving creature, even those who owe me moet 

^ kiadoess, are to shAn me, and leave m% lo 
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those by whom I am beset It is just it 
should be thu»— alone and uncounselled, I 
kivolved myself in these perils— alone and 
v&ooiinseUf d, I must extricate myself or 
die.* 
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CHAPTER IH. 



wIuit^hiliieDSoe 



Sut moody and dull meUncholy^ 
Sinsman to grim^ and oomfordeaa 
And at her heek a huge lafectunu ttwn^ 
Wpale dtttenq^enturai and fiwa to MS^ 

Comedy ef Errors, 

As some viodication of the ease with^ 
which Bucklaw, (who otherwise, as he term- 
ed Jiimseif, was really a very good-humoured 
fellow,) resigned his Judgment to the ma- 
nagement of Lady A^hton, while paying 
his addresses to her daughter, the reader 
must call to mind the strict domestic dis- 
cipline, which, at this period, was exercised 
over the females of a Scottish family. 

The manners of the country in this, as in 
many other respects, coincided with those 
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-of France before the revolution. Young wo- 
-neft of the higher ranks seldom mingled in 
^society until after marriage, and, both' in 
law and fact, were held to be under the 
strict tutelage of their parents, who were 
too apt to enforce the views for their settle* 

ment in Kfe, without paying any regard to 
•the inclination of the parties chiefly inte* 
Vested. ^ On sueh occasions, the suitor ex- 
^pected' little more from his bride than a sn 
^ent acquiescence in the will of her parents; 
wad as few opportunities of acquaintance, 
^!&r less of intimacy, occurred, he madehrs 
«efaoice by the outside^ as the lovers in the 
^Merchant of Venice select the casket, con*, 
tented to trust to chaiice the issue of thb 
%ttery, in which he had hiazarded a venture. 

' It was ndt therefore surprising, such 
'being the general manners of the age, that 
'Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, whom dissipated 
habits had detached firom good soeiety, 
should not attend particularly to those feel- 
ings in his elected bride, to which many 
men of more sentiment, experience, and 



so 
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reieotioD, would, ia Ml prAb^bilitjrir ^« 
^ecn equally indiffeireDt. H? knew v)pt 
all accpunted tlie pr^iifipjil . pewit, that Iteir 
parents and fr j^oda^ mtmelyi ware decnUi^y 
in bi3 J&vour^ aad that there existed mqftt 
powerful r ea^pDs fof t ae ir pr edilee tiop.. 

In truth, the conduct of ihe Mar^qUMji :of 
ji--^-^» since iUvenawood's dap^turf^ h«d 
been such as almost to \»x the possibUiff 
of his kinaman's union with Lu^y J^tfi/u, 
The Marquis was Rayeni!;i«rpo4^ rfipoMS^ 
but misjudging friend ;.or i:a|J^r^ Ukui^Mf 
fncpds and patrons^ he cipsujmd .wb4U%J^^ 
considered to be his f^ioQ^s^u^e iqjheriR^ 
although he knew that indoixig so hf 4iPL; 
.counter to his indiuations. 
. The Marqnis drove on, therefore, wa^ 
. the plenitude of ministerial iiuthof itj,! $n 
appeal in the Scottish P^rliaineQt %M9P^ 
tliose judgments of the coj^ta of lav, J>y 
which Sir William became po^y^ssed ^f 
jRavenswood'is hereditary property* , ^ 
this measure was enforced with ail t^f i|#- 
^thprity of power, it i^^e^iucUimed agf^isf^ 
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"Kjr the members on the opposite side, as an 
utterfeFcnce with the civil judicature of th^ 
MUQtry, equally new, arbitrary, and tyran- 
oiiiai. And if it thus aflfected even strangers 
connected with them only by political par- 
^, it may be guessed what the Ashton fami- 
ly themselves luud atfd thought under so 
Mon a dttpemation. Sir William, still more 
worldly-minded than he was timid, was 
IMnced to despair by the loss by which 
Ike was threatened* His son's haughtier 
*^rit was exalted into ra^e, at the idea 
lif being deprived of his expected patri- 
^itony. But to Lady Ashton's yet more 
'^^iibtive tamper, the conduct of Ra- 
venswood, or rather of his patron, a{)pear^ 
%d to be an oflfence challenging the deep^ 
'sftst and most immortal revenge. Even 
lAie quiet and conficrmg temper of Lucy 
Ikerfelfr ^vayed by the opinions €xt)re^^ 
ed'by alt around her, could not but con- 
sider the (induct of Raveoswood as pre* 
i^pftate,* sod even unkind, <Ot was my 
fittfcer,** jl)« reptttad with a sigh, <* whp 
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welcomed him to this place, and encoura- 
ged^ or at least allowed, the intimacy be* 
twe(e.n us. , Should he not have remembfeft 
%d tlitS) and requited it with at least 'Some 
moderate degree of procrastination in th* 
assertion of his own alleged rights? I w6uld 
have forfeited for him double the value of 
ihese lands, which he pursues \Vith ah ar- 
dour that shoves he has forgotten how much 
I am implicated in the matter." "" 

■ ' Lucy, however, could only murmur thesft 
things to herself, unwilling to increase thft 
prejudices against her lover entertained by 
«11 around her, who exclaimed against the 
steps pursued on his account, as illegal; 
vexatious, and tyratmical, resembling iht 
worst measures in the worst times of \h% 
worst Stuarts. As a natural eonsequencei 
every means was resorted to, and every 
argument urged, to induce her to break off 
her engagement with Ravenswood, ad be^ 
ing scandalous, shameful, and sinftil, form- 
ed with the mortal enemy of her fatnilyii 
und Calculated to add bitterness to tbe^it 
tress^of her parents. 
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XiUcy'saiwit, however, was high $ and tf* 
^Aough unaided and alone, she could haw 
borne much — shecouldhaveendured the re* 
Jiiniiigs of her fadier— hb murmurs agahist 
irhat he oaUed the tyrannical usage of the 
inling piffty— his ceaariess chai^gesof ingra- 
titude against Ravenswood— *his endless 
lectures on the vwious means by whidi 
eontraetsruiay be voided and annulled— *his 
quotations from the civil, the municipal^, 
and the canon law— and his prelections 
tfpon the patria patt0tai:. . f 

^ Sttie might have borne also in patieneei. 
tfr repeUed with .scorn, the bitter taunts 
Ad ^riccasional violence of her iH'other CSo^ 
hmel Ashtoo, and the"imp«ttnent and in^ 
Imsive interference of other friends and 
fklation&; But it was beyond her^ powes^ 
tfeetuaUy to withstand or elude the con» 
Mam^ wd unceasing persecution of Ladji 
Aishton, who^ laying every other wish aside^' 
had bent the whole efibrts of her powerful 
mibd to break her dau^ter^»<;ontract with 
JNwens'wood^ mi to place a^perpetualiNur 
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jtton her biiriwipd:m Ihe ^^i^easi^ 9f the jt^ 
jnm hesit) sbe w«s awaret that in Uus wnf 
«he might 0trikj9 ^ blow of il^ep an<l d^iii- 
^iv^veogeane^uppn^oe^ whom.al^^^^jMP- 
iid:a3 her mott^ ^mmy; nor did fhefb^ 
iateat raistqg.b$r;arfD^ alih<»uglii sh^ ko^ir 
(that the wound ssiurt bi^.dfiak thmigh.tkf 
haaom of her daughter. With thji».4terii 
««1 fixed purpose, 9^ tmrnded (every deglli 
and shallow of hec >djiugj^|er% 5$oul, #ami> 
med alternately ewry diuBigMise of m%tiWf 
mhkh could serve lier purpose^ aad -pFfb 
pated at leisure e^'ery specif of dire fi^ 
eliinery, by wbicfa the hufnan, mind "C^ui rlw 
wrenched from ils settled piiiirpoae* SofUA 
of these were of an obvious descriptio% 
and require x)oly to be cursorily meutiap^ 
ed ; others were efaaracterisiic pf the Uim^ 
the countoyt and the persous e^9g^ in 
this singular drama. 

li was of the . last eoi}sequmee» tb£^ f^ 
intercourse betwixt the«l0ve|ii.iAi»i«l4 fat 



4Qd» bf dittt ^f gold and autfaorl. 
^, Lady Ashton coptriTed'tD possess iier- 
felf of mich a complete command of all who 
ir«rE piac^ around her daughter, that, in 
Aety no le^u^ed fortress was ever more 
«ioip}etely blocd^ed ; vhile» at the same 
lan^y'to all outward appearance. Miss Aih- 
ioQ lay uader no rtttriction. The verge 
of' her parenls' domum became, in respect 
%b her, like the viewless and encbadsf- 
#d* line drawn araimd a fairy castle, wher^ 
milking UDp^rmllted can either enter from 
urithotttf or e^i^ from within, l^ms 
orory letter, in whieh Ravenswood eoii'- 
V9|red to Itucy Ashton the indispensabte 
IWSOQS wbi^h detained htm abraad, and 
fMse than one note which poor Lucy ha^ 
$4i^e9utdd to htm through what she thought 
li«MO|iie chamiuel, fell into the hands of her 
adfil^r. It could no^t be, but what the te^ 
HMOffoftheie interci^ted letters, especially 
t^OfO: of Bavena wood^ shonld contain some^ 
ibimg to. irritate the passions, and fortify 
tlo oln^iiMcy, of hif mk» whose hm4s they 



J^U ; but Lady Ashton^s jpassions were icK9^ 
Aw^tooitA to require this fresh foodt SHfr 
burnt the papers as regularly as she peru'* 
ted them ; and as they consumed into vaA 
pour and tinder, regaifded them with il 
ttaile upon her compres^ lips, and an e^ 
Idtfttion in her steady eye, which showcMt 
Iter confi(Jence that the hopes of the wr^ 
iers should soon be rendered * equally uif^ 
substantia). * ♦ 

It ni9tiaUy happens that fortune aids the 
ttachinations of those who are prompt t% 
livatl themselves of ev^ chance that <^ 
fers. A report was wafted from the conttw 
nent, founded, like others of the same softy 
upon many {dausihle circumstances, bkt 
without any real ba^s, stating the Macr^r 
of Ravenswood to be on the eve of mir^ 
mge with a ftre^n lady of fertune afid 
distinction. This was greedily caught up 
by both the political parties, who wercTat 
once struggling for power and lor po|[Hilat 
favour, and who seized^ as usual, upon ^%he 
most private cabcnmstances m the Mve«P<rf' 
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Mdi^otfa^r's^^parttzam to convert thein into 
Wrib(ject8 of political discussion. * 

'h The Marquis of A gave his opinion 
aloud and publicly, not indeed in the coarse 
lerms ascribed to him by Captain Craigen* 
felt, but in a manner sufficiently offepsive 
*|o the Asbtons. ^* He thought the report,^ 
he said, ^ highly psobable, and hearti^ 
fished it might be true* Such a mateh 
was fitter and far more creditable for a spi:- 
#iled young f^tow, than a marriage with 
the daughter of an ok) whig lawyer, whose 
chicanery had so nearly ruined his father;"* 
.r,. The other party, of ceurse, laying out of 
ifiew the opposition which the Master of 
&avi^M>^(K>d reeeived from Miss Ashlon's 
ftmily, cried shame upon bis fickleness 
and perfidyi as if he had seduced the 
groung lady into an engagement^ and wiU 
folly asd causelessly abandoned her for an» 

• .Sufficient care waa taken that this report 
cbould find its way to Ravenswood Castle 
.thwtigh every, various channel» I^tdy A^b^ 
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ton being wdl aware» that the very it^ 
ration of the tame rainour from so vAawf 
gnart^rs could not but give it d semblsinde 
^ truth/ By some it was toM as a pi&to 
of ordinary news, by some cofnmmiicateil 
at 'serious i|[iteUigence ; now it wi^s whi«i. 
perad ta Lucy Ashton^s ear m the toQ^ of 
ittalignant ple^antry, and now tfansmitttd 
to Uer as a matter of gr^ve and aerioiM 
vaming. 

Even th^ boy Henry was made the m^. 
ftriiment of adding to his sister's tpr ments; 
Oiae morning he ruahed into the room with 
a willow branch in his liand, which he told 
her had arrived that instant from Ghermany . 
for her special wearing. Lucy, as we bafM 
seen, ws^ reoiarkably fond of her yoai^g«r 
brother, and at that moment hk wanton 
aod thoughtless unlcindness seemed moM 
keenly injurious than even the studied in^ 
suits of her elder brother. Her grief^ I»Miw 
ever, had no shade ofreaentment } ishe f<^d^ 
•d her arms about the boy'Ss DecK, and saj^^ 
i9g faintly, ^* Poor Henry ! yott apeak but 
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^tAat tbi^ tell yoq^** the Vurst iato a flood 
iif onr^trauied t^ars.^ The boy was inaye4« 
ixotwithatandu\g the thoughtlessoesn of bv 
fg^ and character. ^' Xhje devil ta)ce jn^/ 
fi|id he, '* Lucy^ if I ictch you any mqre of 
Idbes^ tormeotiJ9g messages ag^n ^ for I li)cii 
-jroU better^'* said he, kissing away the tean^ 
5' ihao the whole pack of thaip ^ aqd yos 
1^11 haye my grey pcmey tp ride oq« ao4 
you shall canter him if you like* aye».apd 
fjtfle beypud the viUage too if you have » 

** Wbo.toJd yon,'* said Ifttcy, «* ^«t I 
M[i not permitted to ride where I plea$e ?^. 

7 ** ^^hafis ^ secret,** s^d the boyj *« biU^ 
jfia will find you can never ride beyond, 
tjllt. village but your horse will cast a shofj^ 
of.ff^l hme, or the castle bell will ripg, or^ 
9^flfi^tin^g will happen to bring you back. 
Bi^ if I tell ypu mx>re of these things, Doa«» 
gl^ .will pot get me the pair of colours, 
tb^ 1^^ prom^ed fve, and so good mof- 
r$^ioy9U«" 

iXl^il^logue plui{ged I^ocy in still deep^ 
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er dgectton^ as it tended to^ew her plains 
ly, what she' had' for some time suspected^ 
that she was little better than a prisoner at 
large iti her father^ house. We have de^ 
scribed her in the outset of our story as of 
a romantic disposition, ddighting in tales 
bf love and wonder, and' readily identifying 
herwlf with the situation of those legends^ 
ly heroines, with whose adventures, fo^ 
want of better reading, her memory had 
beeome stocked; The fairy wand, with 
which in her solitude she had deUghted tof 
raise visions of enchantment^ became now 
the rod of a magician,^ the bond slave oF 
evil genii, serving only to inv6ke spectres 
at which the exorcist trembled. She Idit: 
herself the objfect of suspicion, of scoMt 
of dislike at least, if not of hatred* to her 
cfwn family;; and it seemed to her thi^ 
die was abandoned by the very person on* 
#hose account she was exposed to the en^ 
mity of all around faer« Indeed the evi-^ 
deiice of RaJirerowood's infidelity b^gaiir 
to assume every .'day a more determined 
character. 



A soldier of fi^^une of the limne ci 
- WestenhOy-an old familiar ot'-Craigengek'^ 
chanced to arrive from abiroad about thb 
thne. The worthy Captain, though with. . 
out any precise communicatton^ with La^ 
AshtoDy always acted most regulariy andc^ 
^stdulousty in support of her plans, and 
easily prei^ailed upon bis friend , by diAt oT 
^^aiggetatfon of real circumstances, and: 
cicMning of others, to give explicit testioio-, 
'ny to the truth of Ravenswood'a i^pioaeb- 
iag marriage. 

^ Thus beset on aU hands^ and in a mangier 
reduced to despa^ir, Lucy^a temper gave 
iray under the pressure of comtant afflic-. 
tion and persecution, She became gloomy 
and abstracts, and, contrary to her natur 
ral and ordinary habit of mind, sometimai 
turned with spirit and even fierceness oa 
those by whom she was Jong and closer 
ly annoyed. Her health also began to be 
shakeni and her hectic cheek and wander- 
ing eye gave symptoms of wfamt is called a: 
fever upon the spirits. In most mothers 
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:llii» would have moved cempassionf biit 

Xiady Asbton, compaet and firm of purposet 

MitLW these waverings of health and intelleot 

with no greater sympathy than that with 

which the hostile engineer r^arda tbe 

towers of a beleaguered city as they reel 

^vnder the discharge of his artillery^ of r«- 

\thftr she . (considered these Jlarts and too* 

iqftBlitm.of temper aa iymptomt^^ lAcy^ 

eKp»triftg tefloltition ; as the angler, by the 

4brawii Mid aonwlsive §%ertij(m§ of the fish 

.whichhe has hooked^becomes aware that h0 

Mon wiU be able to knd him* To accelerate 

iltie'C*lai*ffflph& in the fmaent cas^ Ladjr 

ilihtoi'had rfeooosae to as «Gpe<Kent merj 

iMMtalrat tfKith the UmpBfmtid eiteiitflity 

4»f ;d)ose ttines^ hot -wfai^ the wmAmt fi^ 

ipsobnUy pronbonce imfy dialMHoiiL 
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CHAPTER IV. 

•" Xa which ft witch did dwdi, in loath)/ 
Aid-wlHkd want, «n csiclen of her nctdsi 
•9Hte»Q9 fpUtftrf i<r tUde^ 
fftC &099 AU.iuu{b(»ui9t tbut her dei iUib4iid» 
And hellish arti from people she might hide^ 
Add hurt &r ofl^ anknown, whomerer ihe envied.^ 



«a IB iiu$ ckffiw «f la iifik iKttfM than tii9)ii. 

%» «€m»ti0i9$ oalled th& WJAe Woawi«f 
BpwdeQf W9S the pefmn whom, for }mt 
Airn strq^ fM^opsii Ltdy Aihtcm sel«ciUl4 
4ii an AUendaat iipen ber .daughter. 
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tended cures which she performedy especial- 
ly in on- comes, as the Scotch call them, or 
mysterious diseases which baffle the regu« 
lar physician. Her pharmacopeia consisted 
partly of herbs selected in planetary hours^ 
partly of words, sfgns, and charms, whicb 
sometimies, perhaps, produced a favourable 
influence upon the imagination of ber pa« 
tients. Such was the avowed professaoB of 
Lucky Gourtay, which, as may well be sup- 
posed, was looked upon with a suspicious 
€ye^ not only by her neighbour^, but even, 
by the clergy of the district In private, . 
liowever, she traded' more deeply in the 
occult sciences; for, notwithstanding the 
dreadfut punishments inflicted upofi' the 
Supposed crime of witchcraft, there wanted 
loot those who> steeled by wanfe and bitter- 
mess of spirit, were wilUng to- adopt the 
liateful and d^ngerous^ character, for the 
, sake of the influence which its terrors eiK 
4ibled them to exercise in the vicinity, and. 
tii« wretche4 emolument which they could 
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extract bj the {M'actice of their supposed, 
art. 

Ailsie Gourlay was not indeed fooi enougU . 
to acknowledge a compact with the Evil. 
One, which would have been a swift and 
ready road to the stake and tar-barrel. Her . 
fairy, she said, like Caliban's, was a harmless - 
fairy. Nevertheless, she ^* apaed fortunes," 
read dreams, composed philtres, discover- 
ed stolen goods, and made and dissolved . 
matches as successfully as i^ according to 
the belief of the whole neighbourhood, she 
had been aided in these arts by Beelzebub . 
himself. The worst of the pretenders to 
these sciences was, that they were generally , 
persons who, feeling themselves odious to ^. 
humanity, were careless of what they did to 
deserve the public hatred. Real crimes 
were often committed under pretence of . 
magical imposture ; and it somewhat re- 
lieves the disgust with which we read, in ; 
the criminal records, the conviction of, 
these wretches, to be awar^ that many of 
theip inerit^ as poisoners, suborners, and 
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diafoolicai agents in secret ddmestic crimey, 
<be severe fate to which they were con- 
deiilned for the imaginary guilt of witch- 
€rafl« 

Sach was Ailsey Gburlay, whom, in or 
der* to attam the a1!]f8olQte subjugation of 
Lucy Ashton's mind, het mother thought 
it fitting to plare near her person* A wo- 
man of less consequence than Lady Ash- 
too had not dared to take such a ste{); 
bot her high rank and strength of charac- 
tef set her above the censure of the world, 
acd'she was allowed to have selected for 
her daughter's attendant the best and most 
experienced sick nurse •* and mediciner* in 
the neighbourhood, where an inferior per- 
sdtt would have fallen under the reproach 
of calling in the assistance of a partner and 
ally of the great enemy of mankind. 

The beldame caught her cue readily aiid 
hf inueudo, without giving Lady Ashtoit 
the pain of distinct explanation. She was 
in many respects qualified for the part 
Aq played^ which indeed could not bt 
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idBdently usumeil without some knpw^ 
ledge of the human heart and passions. 
Dame Gourlay perceived that Lucy shud- 
dered at her external appearance, which ws * 
bare already described upon her appearance 
in the death- chamber of blind. Alice ; and 
while internally she hated the poor girl for 
the involuntary horror with which she per* 
eetred she was regarded^ she commenced 
ber operations by endeavouring to efface or 
o%«ercome thoseprejudices which in her heart 
the resented as mortal offences. This wat 
easily done, for the hag's external uglinett 
was soon balanced by a show of kindness 
and interest, to which Lucy had of late been 
little accustomed ; her attentive services 
4Bid real skill gained her the ear, if not tbe^ 
aoQ&dence, of her patient ; and under pre* 
tence of diverting the solitude of a sick 
foom, she soon led her attention captive by 
tiie legends in which she was well skilled, 
Boad to which Lucy's habits of reading and 
Mtfectioir induced her to *^ lend an atteiu 



M^ve -etr-." Dame 'Gourlay's t^es were It 
firjst oCa mild and interesting character-^- . 

Of fays that nightly dance upon the wold. 
And lovers doomed to wander and to weep, 
And'icaklef high, where wicked wiz2ards keep 
-n^lr capttvethralk. 

-*■',. ■^ • . . ■ "■ : - 

V ■• • - • • 

Qmd\i»il^ howevei^ tbey assumed a darker 
mid {»ore mysterious cha^racter^ iind te^. 
cam^ such a^ told by the tnidnight lamp,, 
and enforced by the tre^^ulous tonei the^ 
quivering an4 livid lip, the uplifted skinoy.^ 
fore-fingcr, and the shaking hmd of the. 
4gly blue-eyed hag, ipight have appalled^ ^ 
Iftss cred«l4^iiisiiiinagiiiationy in an age BK»e. 
Hard of belii^. The old Sycorax ttw ket 
akdyatitage, and gradually »arrowed her ma. 
gic circle around the devoted victim ou. 
xidaose spirit she practised. Her legeodft 
began to relat^e to the ibrtunes of the &a*. 
yenswood family, whose ancient grandeur, 
and portentous authority, creduUty had 
graced with ao . many superstitious attad^ 
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Imtes. The story ef the falal founMun wa» 
narrated at full length, and with formidable 
additions^ by the ancient sybiL The pro- 
phecy, quoted by Caleb, concerning the 
dead bride,, who was to be woq by the last 
of the Ravenswoods^ had its own mysteri. 
Otts commentary ; and the singular circum* 
atance of the iq[q[>arition, seen by the Mas* 
ter of Ravenswood in the forest, having 
pardy tran^^red through his hasty enqui- 
ries in the cottage of old Alice, ibrmed a 
theme fi>r many exaggerations. 

Lucy might have deq[>ised these tales, if 

they had been related omceming another 

fam^yi 4^ if h» own situation had been 

less despondent. But circumstanced as she 

was, the idea 4hat an evil fate hung over 

heraUachment, became predominant ovar 

her other feelings, and the gleom <rf* super* 

8titi<m darkened a mind, already sufficient- 

fy weakened by sorrow, distress, uncertaiiv 

^, and an oppressive sense of desertion 

BXA Aeseiaiiim. Stories were told by her 

attendant so closely resembling her own in 

VOL. in. c 
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their circumstanced^ that she was gradually 
led to converse upon such tragic and mys- 
tical subjects with the beldame, and to* re- 
pose a sort of confidence in the sybil, whom 
she still regarded with involuntary s^ud- 
dering.' Dame Gourlay knew how to avail 
hetself of (his imperfect ^confidence. She 
directed Lucy's thoughts to the means of 
enquiring into futurity, — the purest mode, 
perhaps,' of shaking the understanding and 
destroying (he spirits. Omens were ex- 
pounded, dreams were interpreted, and 
other tVicks of jugglery perhaps resorted 
to, by which the pretended adepts of the 
period deceived and fascinated their delu- 
j^^^ded fbllowers. I find it mentioned in the 
articles of dittay against Ailsie^ Gourlay, 
( 1' for it is some comfort to think that 
the old 'hag was tried, condejnned, and 
burned on the top of North-Berwick-Law, 
by sentence of a commission from the 
Privy Council)— —I find, I say, it was 
charged against her, among other offences, 
that she bad, by the aid and delusions of 



A 



THE BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR. 51 

Satan, shewn to a young person of quality, 
in a mirror glass, a gentleman then abroad, 
to whom the said young person was be- 
trothed, and who appeared in the vision to 
be in the act of bestowing his hand upon 
another lady* But this and some other 
parts of the record appeared to have been 
studiously left imperfect in names and 
dates, probably out of regard to the ho- 
nour of the families concerned. If Dame 
Gourlay was able actually to play off such 
a piece of jugglery, it is clear she must 
have had better assistance to practise the 
dece^ion; than her own skill or fundd 
could supply. Meanwhile this mysterious 
visionary traffic had its usual effect, in un« 
settling Miss Ashton's mind. Her temper 
became unequal, her health decayed daily, 
her manners grew moping, melancholy, and 
uncertain. Her father, guessing partly at 
the cause of these appearances, and exert* 
ing a degree of authority unusual with him, 
made a point of banishing Dame Gourlay 
from the castle ; but the arrow was shot. 
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and was rankling barb- deep in 4;be side c€ 
the wounded deer. 

It was shortly after the departiire of this 
woman, that Lucy Ashton, urged *by her 
parents, announced to thetn^ with a vivacity 
l)y which they were startled, " that she 
was conscious heaven and earth aind hell 
had set themselves against her union with 
Kavenswood ; still her contract," she said, 
^ was a binding contract, and she neither 
w^ould ndr eould resign it witboul; the con- 
sent of Bavenswoodi Let me be assured," 
she concludexi, ** that he will free me from 
tny engagement, and dispose of me as you 
please, I care not how. When the diamonds 
are gone, what ^gnifies the casket?' 

The tone of obstinacy with which this 
was said, her eyes flashing with unnatural 
light, and her hands firmly clenched, j[>re- 
cluded the possibility of dispute i and the 
utmost length which Lady Ashton's art 
could attain, only got her the privilege of 1 
dictating the letter^ by which her daughter 
required to know of Ravenswood whether 



i 
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he intended to abide by, or to surrender! 
what she termed, ** their unfortunate en- 
gagement/' Of this advantage X^dy Ash« 
ton 50 far and so ingeniously availed her* 
self, that, according to the wording of the 
letter, the Header would have supposed 
l#uc^ was calling upon her lover to re- 
nounce a^ contract which wa» contrary to 
the interests^ and incliaations of'botb* Not 
trusting even to this point of deception. 
Lady Ashton finally determined tp sup. 
press the letter altogether, in hopes that 
Lucy's impatience would induce her, to 
condemn Ravenswood unheard and in at>. 
sence. In this she was disappointed. The 
time, indeed, had long elapsedi when an 
answer should have been received from the 
continent. The faint ray of hope which 
still glimmer^ in Lucy's mind, was well 
nigh extinguished. But the idea, never for- 
sook her, that her letter might not. have 
been duly forwarded. One of her mother's 
new machinations unexpectedly furnished 
her with the means of ascertaining what 
she most desired to know* . . i 
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The female agent of hell having beea 
dismissed from the castl^. Lady Ashton, 
who wrought by all variety of tnreans, re- 
solved to employ, for wor^ng the same end 
on Lucy's mind, an .agent of a very di(E&j^ 
ent character. This was no other than thfi 
Reverend Mr Bide-the-bent, a.presbytcrian 
clergyman, of the very strictest order and: 
most rigid principles, whose aid she called 
in upon the principle of the tyrant in the 
tragedy : -r , , . . 

^^ I'll have a priest shall preach her from her faith^ 
And make it sin not to renomice that vow. 
Which I'd have broken— " 

But Lady Ashton was mistaken in the 
agent she had selected* Hies prejudices, in-- 
deed, were easily enlisted on her side, and 
it was no difficult matter to make him re- 
gard with horror the prospect of a union- 
betwixt the daughter of a God-fearing, pro- 
fessingy and presbyterian family^of distinc- 
tion, with the heir of a blood-thirsty pre- 
latist a))d persecutor, the hands of whose 
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fethe^s had bee? dyed to the wmts in the 
blood of God's saints* This resembled, in 
the divine's opinion, the union of 9 Moa# 
bitish stranger with % daughter of Zion. 
But with all the more severe prejudices 
and principles of his sect, Bide-thebenl 
posaessed a sound judgment, and had learnt 
sympathy even in that very school of per^ 
secution^ where the hearts is so frequent* 
2y hardened. In a private interview with 
Miss AshtoUt he was deeply moved by her 
distre^, and could not but admit the jus- 
tice of her request to be permitted a direct 
communication with Ravenswood,. upon 
the subject of their solemn contract* When 
the urged to him the great uncertainty Qn« 
der which she laboured, whether her let- 
ter had been ever forwarded, the old man 
paced the room with long steps, shook his 
grey head, rested repeatedly for a spac6 
on his ivory-headed staff, and: after much 
hesitation, confessed that he thought her 
doubts so relasonable, that he would htn|>^ 
self aid in the removal of them. 
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^* I datilidt but opine, Miss l/ticy/* he 
said, ^^ tHat your worshipful lady mbtbtlf 
hath in this matter ati eagerness, wfaiHc, 
although it ar^th doQbtless from love to 
your biest interests here and hereafler,<^ 
fi>r the man is of persecuting bloody and 
himself a persecutor, a cavalier or mdrg* 
nant, and a scolfer, who hath no inherit- 
ance in Jessei-~oeverthi^less we are com- 
manded to do justice unto all, and to ful- 
fil our bond and convenant, as well to 
the stranger, as to hitn who is in brother- 
hood with us* Wherefore myself even i 
myself^ wiH be akiing unto the ddiveiy 
of your letter to the man Edgar R'aveAii^ 
wood, tn;»ting that the issue thereof ma]|r 
be your deliverance fro^ the nets itk 
which he bath sihfuUy engaged you^ And 
that I may do in this neither more nor 
less than hath been warranted by your hoi 
nourable parents, I pray.you to transcribe, 
without increment or sidbtraction^ the let- 
ter formerly expeded under the dictation 
of your right honourable mother ; and I 
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diafl put ;it into such sur^ coufW of be*- 
J9g delivered^ that if^ hoBpured yattfig tna* 
diaiq, you ^aU receive.no aDawer« it will 
be . xieceaiary that you condude that the 
ipaa meaneth in silence to , abandon that 
naughty cantractf which» peradventure, he 
iii94y be unwiUiog djireetly to reetoie/' 

:Liucy eagerly cgaahraced the escpedient 
oi^ the/woi:thy diyjine. A new letter was 
w^ten> in the. precise terms of the forraert 
and coiasigned by Mr Bide-the-bent to the 
charge of Saunders ^foonshinei a zealous 
eldei: of th6 church when on shore, and 
when, on board bis brig, a9 bold a smuggla: 
aS;.eyer ran out a. sliding bowsprit to the 
winds ihat blow betwixt Campvere and the 
east coai^t of Scotland. At the recommen* 
dstion of his pastor, Sjiunders readily un- 
dertook that the letter should be securely 
conveyed to the Master of Ravenswood at 
the court where he now resided. 

This retrospect became necessary to ex;- 
plain the conference betwixt Miss Ashton^. ; 

ca 
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her mother, and Bucklaw, which we have 
detailed in a preceding chapter. 

Lucy was now like the sailor, who, while 
drifting through a tempestuous ocean, clings 
for safety to a single plank, his powers of 
grasping it becoming every moment more 
feeble, .and the deep darkness of the night 
only chequered by the flashes of lightning, 
hissing as they show the white tops of 
the billows, in which he is soon to b^ en- 
gulphed. 

Week crept away after week, and day 
after day. St Jude's day arrived, the last 
and protracted term to which Lucy had 
limited herself, and there was neither let- 
ter nor news of Ravenswood* 
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CHAPTER V. 



How fair these Dames, how much unlike they^look 
To all the blurr'd subscriptions in my book ! 
The bridegroom's letters stand in row above. 
Tapering, yet straight, like pine^ees in his grore ; 
While free and fine the bride's appear l^elow, 
Am light and slender as her jessamines grow. 

CrAbbx. 



St Juoe's day camcj the term assigned 
by Lucy herself as the furthest date of 
expectation, and, as we have abready said; 
there were neither letters from, nor new* 
of, Ravenswood* But there were news of 
BucMaw, and of his trusty associate Craig^ 
engelt, who arrived early in the morning for 
the completion of the proposed espousals, 
and fol* signing the necessary deeds. 

These had been carefully prepared un- 
der the revisal of Sir William Ashton him- 
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•elft it baving been resolved, on acoomnt of 
the state of Miss Ashton's hralth* as it was 
said) that ioone save the parties immediato- 
Ij interested should be [present when the 
parchments were subscribed# It was fur- 
ther determined^ that the marriage should 
be solemniised upon the fbinrth day after 
figmn^ the articles, a measure adopted 
by Lady Ashton^ in order that Lucy might 
« jiaye as Uttie time as possible to recede^ or 
relapse into intractability. TbereHraa m> 
appearance, however^ of her doing either. 
She heard the proposed arrangement with^ 
rtbe calm indifibrence of despair, orrather 
with an apathy arising from the oppressed 
and stupified state of her feeliqgps^ To an 
eye so unobservrag aa that of Bucklaw^ hef^ 
demeanour had little more of reluctance 
than might suit the character of a bashful 
young lady, who» however, he could not 
disguise from himself was complying widi 
the choice of her friends, rather Uian ener- 
dsing any personal predilection in his ii^ 
voun 
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:■ When the mprouig. eooiplimeiite of tlie 
bridegrDom had bera paid. Miss Ashton 
fnaleft for aMM titte to hers^} her mo- 
&er renarkngt tliat the deeds must be 
sigiied before the hour itf noon, id ordv 
tibait the mairiage might be happy. 

Jjjtcf sxxS&std herself to be drest for the 
4)cqMion» as the taste of her attendsmts sug- 
gested, a»d was of course splendidly array* 
ed« Her dresn was composed of white satm 
4md. Brussels lace, and her hair arranged 
with a profusion of jewels^ whose lustre 
made a strange contract to the deadly pide- 

' mess of her complexion, and to the trouble 
.jitticb dwdt ia her unsettled eye. 
r^' Her toilette was hardly finished, ere 

^ Henry appeared to conduct the passive 
4)ride to the state apartment, where all was 
prepwed for sigoing the contract. ^ Do you 
kaow, sister,"* he said, ^< I am glad you are 
to have Bucklaw after all, instead of Ra- 
venswood, who looked like a Spai^ish gran- 
deci come to cut our throats, and trample 
our bodies under foot* And I am glad the 
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broad seas are between us this day, for I 
shall never forget how frightened I was 
when I took him for the picture of ol& Si* 
Maltse walked out of the canvass. Teli 
me true, are you not glad to be fairly shot 
of him?*? - n 

<* Ask me no questions, Henry," saidhis 
unfortunate sister; ^ there is little more 
can happen to make me either- glad or 
sorry in this world*'* 

« And that^s what all young brides say,** 
said H6nry ; << and so do not be cast down, 
Lucy, for you'll tell another tale a twelve- 
month hence-^and I am to be bride's-man, 
and ride before you to the kirk, and all oiu: 
kith, kin, and aUies, and all Bucklaw's^ are 
to be mounted and in orders— and I am to 
have a scarlet laced coat, and a feathered 
hat, and a sword-belt, double bordered with 
gold, and paint d^espagne^ and a dagger in- 
stead of a sword ; and I should like a sword 
much better, but Douglas won't hear of it* 
All my things, and a hundred besides, are 

to come out fix>m Edinburgh to-night UKrith 

6 
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old GiH>ert, and the sumpter miil«8*»aad I 
vriU bring them, and show them to you the 
instant they come/* ' 

The boy's chatter was here interrupted 
by the arrival of Lady Ashton, somewhat 
alarmed at her daughter's stay, ^ith one 
ci her sweetest smiles, she took Luey'ft 
arm under her own> and led her to the 
apartment where, her presence was expect* 
ed. 

There were only presents Sir William Ash« 
ton, and Colonel Douglas Ash ton, the last in 
full regimentals — Bucklaw in bridegroom 
trim-— Craigengelt freshly eqaipt from top 
to toe by the bounty of his patron, and be^ 
dizened with as much laee as might have 
become the dress of the Copper Captainr, 
together with the Rev. Mr Bide-the-bent ; 
the presence of a minister being, in strict 
presbyterian famiKes, an indispensable re- 
quisite upon all occasions, of unusual sc^ 
Icmnity. 

Wines and refreshments were placed oft 
a table, on which the writings were display- 
ed, ready for signature. 
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« But before proceeding either to bf 
or refreshment^ Mr Bidethe*beot, at a sig* 
nal from' Sir M^illiam Ashtoq, invited the 
company to join him in a short extemppr 
rary prayer^ in which he implored a blessp 
ing upon the contract now to be solttm? 
nized between the honourable parties thejj^ 
present. With the simplicity of his timef 
atid profession 9 whiqh permitted strong 
'pejpsonal allusions, he petitioned^ that J^he 
wounded mind of one of these noble parties 
might be healedi in reward of her com- 
pliance with the advice of her right ho- 
nourable parents j and that, as she had 
proved herself a child after God's com. 
mandment, by honouring her father and 
mother, she and her's might enjoy th^ 
promised blessing — ^length of days in the 
iand here, and a happy portion hereafter 
in a better country. He prayed further^ 
that the bridegroom might be weaned 
from those follies which seduce youth jfroni 
rthe path of knowledge^ that he might cease 
to take delight in vain and unprofitable 
company, scoffers, rioters, and those who 
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^!t late at the wine, (here Bucklaw winked 
to Craigengelt), and cease from the society 
that causeth to ^f» A suitable supplica* 
tion in behalf of Sir William and Ladj 
AsbtODt and their family, concluded this 
religious address, which thus embraced 
every individual present, excepting Craig- 
engelt, whom the worthy divine probably 
eotasidered as past all hopes of grace. 

The business of the day now went for* 
ward ; Sir William Ashton signed the con* 
tract with legal solemnity and precision; 
his son 9 with military non-ehalance : and 
Bucklawi having subscribed as rapidly as 
Craigengelt could turn the leaves, conclu«- 
ded by wiping his pen on that worthy's new 
laced cravat. 

It was now Miss Ashton's turn to sign 
the writings, and she was guided by her 
watchful mother to the table for th^t pur- 
p6se« At her first attempt, she began to 
write with a dry pen, and when the cir- 
cumstance was pointed out, seemed unable, 
after several attempts, to dip it in the mas* 
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ftive silver ink-standish, which stood full 
before hen Lady Ashton's vigilance hast^ 
ened to supply the deficiency. . I have my* 
self seen the fatal deed, 9jxd in the distinct 
characters in \yhich the name : of Lucy 
. Ashton is traced on. e^ich page, there is on- 
ly a vei'y slight tremulous irregularity, inr 
dicative of her state of mind at the time of 
the subscription. But the last signature if 
incomplete, defaced, and blotted i for while 
her hand was employed in tra,cipg it, the 
hasty tramp of a horse was heard at the 
gate, succeeded by a step in the outer gaU 
lery, and a voice, whiqh, in a commanding 
tone, bore down the opposition of the me> 
nials. The pen dropped from Lucy's fingers, 
as she exclaimed with a faint shriek-^^^ 13a 
if come— *he is comel** 
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CHAPTER YI. 

This by his tongue should be a Monta^^ue I / 

Fetch me my rapier,, boy ; . 
Now, by the faith and honour of my kin. 
To strike him dead I hold it not a sio. * ' - 

Romko akd Mim,: 

Ij^^RDLT had> Miss Ashton dropped the 
pen» wheD th@ door of the apartmenl; flevr 
open, and the Master of Raveqs^wood en^ 
tered the apartments , • 

Lockhard and another domesti^c^ wlio bad: 
in vain attempted to oppose his p^assager 
through the gallery or anti'^chambefy.were 
seen standing on the threshold transdSxed 
with surprise, which was instantly commur 
nicated to the whole party in the state-room^ 
That of Polonel Douglas Ashton was min<^ 
gled with resentment ; that of Bucklaw^ 
with haughty and affected indifiei^nce ^ 
the re$t| even Lady Asbtgn bei^lf» sbewsi 
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ed signs of feir» and Lucy seemed petrified 
to st(Hie by this unexpected apparitioa. 
Appar^on it might well be termed, fof 
Ravenswood had more the appearance <^ 
one returned from the deadi than of a living 
i^tor* 

He planted himself .full in the middle of 
the 4tpartment, opposite to the table at 
which Lucy was seated, on whom, as if she 
had^^bean done in the chamber, he bent 
his eyes ^ith a mingled expression <^ deep 
grief and deliberate indignation. His dark- 
coloured riding cloak, displaced fircMn one 
shoulder, hung around one side of his per« 
son in the ample folds of the Sqpanish maji- 
tle. ' The rest tof his rich dress was travel- 
•soihdy and deranged by hard riding* He 
had a sword by his side, and pistols in his 
belt. His slouched hat, which he had not' 
removed at entrance, gave an additional 
gloom to. his dark features, whiclH waited 
by sorjBovi and marked by the ghastly look 
commonicated by long illness, added to a 
countenance naturally somewhat stem ^pA 
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•wiM, It fierce and even savBge tepreanloik 
The matted and diabev^ed iocka 4ii hak 
which escaped from under his hM» toge* 
ther with his fixed and unmoved posture* 
made his bead more resemble tluit o£ a 
marble bust than of a living man^ He said 
not^ single word, and there was m deep si* 
lence in the company, for more thaa twD 
minutes* 

It was broken by Lady AshtM^ who in 
that space partly recovered her natwal ail- 
dacity. She demanded to know the cause 
cf this unauthorised intrusion. 

" That is a question, madam/' said her 
son, ^ which I have the best r^ht to ask— • 
and I tmist request of the Master of Ra. 
venswood to follow me^ where he «an an« 
swer it at leisure." < 

Bucklaw interposed, saying, '^ No man 
on earth diould usurp his preriaia right in 
•demanding an exjdanation irbm the Mas* 
ter.—Craigengelt,'* he added* in an under 
tone, ^ d— n ye, why do you stand staring 
M if you saw a ghost ? fetch me my *8Word 
from the gallery." 
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. M ^ wjfl relinquish to no man/* said Co- 
loneL Ashton, " my right of calling to ac- 
count i^e man who has offered this unpa* 
nlleled affront to my family." 

^* Be p&tient, gentlemen/* said Ravens, 
wood, turning sternly towards them, and 
waving his hand as if to impose silence on 
Uieir altercation. "If you are as weary 
of your lives as I am, I will find time and 
place to pledge mine against one or both ; 
St present I have no leisure for the dt»- 
putea of triflers,*' 

" Triflers I** echoed Colonel Ashton, 
half unsheathing his sword, while Bucklaw 
laid his hand on the hilt of that which 
Grugengelt had just reached him. 

SirWilliianl Ashton, alarmed for his son's 
safety, rushed between the young men and 
RiVenswood, exclaiming, <^ My son, I com- 
mand you — Bucklaw, I Entreat you — keep 
the peace,' rn the name of the queen and of 
the law.** 

«• In tlie name of the law of God,** said 
Kde-the-bent, advancing also with uplifted 
hands between Bucklaw^ the Colonel, and 
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the object of their resentment — ^* Iti the 
name of Him 1vhoi)rought peace on earth, 
dnd good will to mankind, I implore—*! 
beseech — ^^I command you to forbear vio* 
lence towards each other. God faateth the 
blood-thhrsty man-^he who striketh with 
thfe sword, shall perish with the sword.** 

" Do you take me for a dog, sir,'* said 
Colonel Ashton, turning fiercely upon him, 
'< or something more brutally stupid, to en« 
dure this insult in my father's house ?— Let 
me go, Bucklaw ! He shall account to me, 
or, by heaven, I will stab him where he 
stands/' 

** You shall not touch him here,* said 

Bucklaw ; "he once gave me my life; and 

trere he the devil come to fly awa^ witli the 

whole house and generation, he shall have 

nothing but fair play.** : 

' The passions of the two young men thuf 

counteracting each other, gaveRavenswpod 

leisure to exclaim, in a stern and steady- 

voice, ** Silence !— let him who really seeka 

danger, take the fitting time when it in 
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to be found; my mission here will be 
Portly aecomplishe^'^^Is ^hM, maAmif 
your hind f* he added in a^ s<^er tonOt ex- 
tending towards Miss Aditon her hsA let^ 

ten - '■• -^ - ' ■^; 

^ A faalteriBg ^ Yes,** seemei father tft 
escftpe fitna her 1^ 4lian to be uttered;si 
4 Tola&tary answer.^ - - 

«« And i«/Ai9 alio yowhindi'^d^Um^ 
towai^s her tte mutual eogsgenient/ -^ 
. Lucy remained silent. Teiror» amdif 
yet strcmger and more tscndused fmliiig» W 
utterly disturbed her understs&diag^ tkftt 
she probably ucucAy coii^reiieiid^ Jte 
fuestioa that was put ,ta faer»: \^: , >i4 

<< If ymi ^mfp/^ said Sir WjUiam Aihi 
ton, ^< to fGun«l any legril 4;liMi 911 that 
papert sir, 4o not expe«tr.to foceiire ai^ 
,4iiiawer io an eiDta^a-ju^iual ^|ttei^(Ni«'^ -z 

<< Su: William Ashton»^' sidd Bav«Eiswx)Odi 
^ I piray you^ and all who hear nie^<#tfil 
y<»i will not mistake .my puqioae* If ib» 
young lady>.pf her own free-wiil^ desiires ^ 
xest9rati<HQ).4^ this contract, as her l^jtt^r 
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wooid seem ta fai^Ijf-^tliere is Bok a wi- 
ntered leaf which' thi§ aatuom wiad strews 
on ibt heatii^. that » mora valueless in 
mj eje& But I must and will hear the 
miA fmA her own moutlHHfnthout this 
MliifiMBlioB I wiU net leaTe this spet. Mur- 
der me by numbers you poasibly4Bay > biit 
i amaikinrffled man-«^I am a deq^erate niant 
--•^ad I wffi not die wttlmiit ample veii- 
ges»ce» Thk is my resolution, take it as 
yoir may^ I wii.l hear her determina- 
tiott finm her own mouth ; iiom hei^ own 
anm^ atone, and without witnesses, will I 
hear it Now cfause,'* he ttid, drawing his 
Miord w^ tite right hand, and, with the 
fcll, by the ss«e motioii taking a pistol 
torn his beh and eoekmg it, but taming 
&e point of one weapon and the mtUBsle of 
ihe odier to the ground, — ^ Chiise if you 
wai hate this haS^4oated wiHi Uood, or tf 
fML will grant me the dedi^ve intofiew 
#i(9i my affianced bride, which die laws of 
God and the country alike entitle me M 
demand.'* 

VOL. in. B 
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. All recoiled at the sound of his voice, 
and the determined action by which itwas^ 
accQmpanied j for the ecstasy of real despe- 
ration seldom fails to overpower the Jess 
energetic passions by which it may be.oppo- 
sed. The clergyman was ^^ the fif st to^speak. 
** Inthe name of God," he said, " receive 
an overture of peace from the meanest o. 
his servants. What this honourable per* 
son demands,: albeit it is urged with over 
violence^ hjatli yet in it something of reason. 
Let;hira hear fbom JVIiss Lucy's own lips 
that she hath dutifully, acceded to the will 
of her parents, and repenteth her of her co* 
venaiit with htm ; and when he is afsiured of 
this, he will depart in peace unto his own 
dwellings ai^d cumber us no more. Alas ! 
the workings of the anciefil^ Adam are 
strong even in the regeBerataii>-surely we 
should have long suffering with those wbOf 
being yet in the ga^U of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity, are swept forward by the un- 
controulable current of worldly passioB* 
Let thcsa the Master of Ravenswood have 
thtt interview on which he insiitetb ; it can 
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lK4i |>e a$ a {igi^ing prag to this ho^puraUe 
mai|^€^ jsiQce her fa^th is now irrevocably 
pieced txy the choice of her parents. Let 
it» I say, be tbu9 • it belongeth to my func« 
tio98 to^efitreat your honours', cpoipliance 
with t\^ healing overture." 

«* Never," answered Lady Ashton, whose 
rage. had now overcome her first surprise 
and terror — << never shall this man speak 
in, private with my daughter, the affianced 
bri^e of anpther« Pass from this room 
who Willi I remain here.^ I fear neither his 
ykA^Df^, i^v his weapans^. ttiough some," 
she 5aid»:gliMiciag alook towards Colonel 
A^ihtoiA, ^\ who !:)ear my ijame, u^ptw more 
xD^pd by them." 

<< For God's s^l^e, loa^m,^' answered the 
worthy divfe^, ** add npt fuel to firebrands. 
The Mast,er^ Rayeoswood cannot, I am 
sur^s , <>l^ect to y ojir presence, the young 
h4g'nM^P ^ h^kh^bieing <:(Misidered, and 
yogir paate^nal: dujty* , I myself will also 
tuf^i peradventur^ fpy g^ey hairs mi^ torn 
wfath^" ■ ^ ■ 






I 
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•< Ton «re wetcoHMf td^ d#«d,'iii^'^ liM 
RaveoBWOod t **' aad Ladf AflMoft it th^ 
weleome^to reiniain^ if i^ tio^tyiife pHh 
p6r ; but tet ali^tller»de^(tt«.^ 

crossing him as he mtMom, **ytu ifeiA 
aecocint f«Mr this ere long." 
« When y<ki jglkfemt*' fepKbd JiMeas. 

wood. • : ■•' 

** But f,** skid Btt«kiaw, -w^ a.ialf 
smite, *« have a p^Htt^iiemiMdjmtytiaB ki- 
sure, iekiliio^iMMM^'Btlrfidfaig;* ' 

« Attiktgb it aft' ym wfll^" siM BtoNto- 
wo^$ «« ItBc^ lAe bat dlii'dqr in peaM, 
«idl%fl l*ve3iodMi«ren|riayiaettb«o 

eaftii, fo-mdntMirr ti^aii to g»<ft ]Km attlike 
satiifactioa yoa eaa dasim.'* • 

The odier Iceatfefiran kft 4iie apBitoieirt ; 
but Sir Wniini Aflhtofei iiagetect 

•< MaM^ 4K Wsvimmod;' bt atad, -jii a 
conciMa^ fotiei « I thSik 1 ha»e asfUhs 
served lAak yoft Aoald make dm attMii 
suid oafirage in a^- ftaily. If y«uE.i«iK 
dieathe your sword, and retire with me iaC* 
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0igr rtody, I will prove to yoa, by the most 

tbeinutjM^ flf jronr 

.^ ZiM»Miov» Hri«<-tiMg»om)w«<»lo-flior- 
x«v» I wiU Imryoii al.lM^b," reittfated 

•iMilh ili4Mn»4Mr«(l ipd iDdi^emabi^ baai- 



Itft the apertment 

fc-BalreMWBqi il»r>|lif d fcia wrTd, vofiod^- 
«i arttfiwrnirilwipiNy^ (oMi bclu walked 
dcU>eratd!y; t0:4be d«l!rt«C t|)0 ||;iiftqa«a^ 
iilMiaie M«BA«Hniliiiitf4» i^awf^ hi* hat 
ftff%his ipiBliMNJI,i«iid» gMWg cijpoii iMoy 

«*tw«nt <htir "iatt ie wu pw o t i^^read h^s 
dishevelled locln bftcii;jBrMa.his face, and 

«iik^'^i£iD|niuiBtiMrnwb Miss Asbtim ?-~ 
I am 8tUi-F<j^r lUffciapood." She was 
iileik!| and Ite «««^,«|i jai^ iniiraasiog 
■inkomtma^T<^^ I am atil| liiat. £(j|far Ba. 
vemnraodb «h0* for y<iftr a^M*^* >'«aoun. 
4td ^ dear tiea by 'sr^idn jf^nufid bo- 
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Hour bouml him to seek vengeance;' 'I am 
that Ravenswood, who, for your sake, fir- 
gave, nay, chisped hands in friendship with 
the oppressor and pilbger of' his- house — 

the traducer and mui^ereir t3rf his father."^* 

, .- 

" My diaughter," answered Lady Alii, 
ton, interrupting hinii' ^^ has no bcica^ibn to 
dispute the identitj^ of your person j the 
venom of your present language is sufficient 
to remind her, that she spedks with the 
mortal enemy of hier father," • 

** I pray you to be patient, madam,** an- 
swered RaVehswood; *' my answer mti«t 
come from her own lips.-Once more, Ifes 
Lucy Ashton, I am that Ravenswood^'to 
whom you granted the solemn engagemeat^ 
which you now desire to retract afid can- 
cel." 

Lucy's bloodless lips could onlyfautter 
out the words, •* It was my moth*.'* 

^« She speaks truly,** said Laiy Ashton ; 
<^ it was I, who, authorised afike by tii^ 
laws of Grod and man, advised her, andooa- 
curred wi^ her, to set aside an uotiafi{^ 
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and precipitate engagement, and to annul 
H by the authority of Scripture itself." 
• " Scripture I** said Ravenswood, scorn- 
fuUy. 

« Let him hear the lext," said Lady 
'Ashtob, appealing to the ' divine, <' on 
which you yourself, with cautious reluiB- 
tance, declared the nullity of the pretended 
^cngagismeht insisted upon by this violent 

The^clergy man took his clasped Bible frbm 
bis podfeet, and read the foUowiug words : 
^^ If a fooman vow a vow unto the Ijordy cmd 
Mkdherse^hjf a bond, being in her Cher's 
fUkme inker youth, and' her J&ther hear her 
mm and her bond, wherewith ^hehath bound 
her eoAly and her Jaiher ehcM hoid his peaee 
at her, then all her vow shall stand" 

M And was it not even so with us ?" in- 
terrupted Ravenswood. 

*^ Contfeoul thy impatience, young man," 
answered the divine, << aiidhear what fbl« 
lows in the sacred text i-^y But if her fa- 
ti^disaOow her in' the dapthatheheareA, 
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itrady a|i4 tctwnphaaiajr >^riiJMag»:^%fr 
<* van aot /auf a the .oue ttatad 4||.-l)l4r 
writ ?— Wai atkfm^d§af,Jialyti^ kt 
•t«nt ber |wiy Mitn.h a ytl pC;<li(B v^m, «c4|fMlfJk 
]by vhicb oair dai^liter bad bmud b^i^Mlik 
ffr« ianBowtd lbs ourb in tlMMOMfc-emMl 
ttriim and iofiiriiied him by wfi|i|ag oCMf 
dttkernMMliMi'j'* ^^ 

<* And It thji ill^ JUttd JEUnrcaMMdft 
WoUngat^JLuGf «-** Ace ywi wiWing la Im^ 
-ter swam frittv tbe wM^iowe ^fre^rwi^ vnril 

wretched iiyfonitioal mufimtxy^* ur-^ 

to the isleiigyjoawH-** hew the WifipiiMMMr^'^ 
«« Mty God iMrgm hmii'' said Bkif^tlio* 

4mit> ^* aad eiUigbten \m ^aomam i" ^ ^ 
^^ Hew «^t I hflfve ^aerifioed &r j»Qi||r 



^'■ ^•3tott' ''SMicikm «rluit bia been dime ia 
ijmm Hawk The tonmir c^f mn aiMtoit 
ftmaf, iflie ii^p»it iMoe of my best firieadf , 
kwe ben m van used'to sm^ my resbla* 
#n} iiei^w^lieeigiiinwtiof retsoQyiiat 
tile ptttefiii ejf «i^MMtitiee> beve thahea 
biy fiMily. Tbe my dead have ttiaeti to 
'waro met and tbeir wari&ig has been de«« 
epiMMl. Ate fee preparad <to pieroe my 
#eeit^i>riii^idilil)% ^iijUiiIm v«y eieapmi 
eiillti ny 'mb cieitJtiio^ eiMntflied <i> 

^MtMn oi ScveiMmi^'^ nM Lei^ 

4Agr 4ir mjt lekuigliitr «» ansnTCbr jfou. Biit 
ImjINei^iMr h«r, «nd Ife a oMBiiier -which 

^H^NJriMnE'iiiicj iAahteOyOf her owniif^-vrifi, 
4titH»W4iDmiA tif««agi^«nitiit into wktdi 
tfA^lMi^beeii trapflttMd. ¥011 liave her Set- 
"hlt iitiim%itt oWi bftk^j ^emwocRag the 
attnesder <if 'it $ «od, «a yet more f^l evi- 
l iM ttft ^lifcr pMfpeae, bele is *the contract 

d2 



presence of this rai^iiend gentkfxiaQ, miA 
Mc Hay^Aoa of BucklAvir." 

lUvenawood; gf^ed\ upoo tb«i <l»e4) n^ if 
-p^txi&^w . <* Aod it was without frauiL^ir 
(HM&pulsiQQw" said be» lacking towadr4s4ilp 
i^trgyaiani << that Mi» Ashtoa subMiliiHfe^ 
Ihisparchmenti'^ /: 

^< I voiicb it Upton, iqy saered ^hacaoMi*!' 
<< This is, indeed, madaii^^Q undi^iiiabl^ 
piefieof eyideMO,-' filid Ba)wis«v«odH^^(»- 
1/ ; << and it will be equally iroawrtwiy 
md dishonovTable to . wa3te aootber. word 
in unless remotistrltoce or reptoach^^ Xtiilf 
ttfidjain,^'' hje S9id» laying ^wn b^f 4 Im^ 
^e sigiied p^per. Md tfa^ . brokf n^ yhm^ 
gold — "tl^ece are tbe evid^oft-ofj^WMtr 
first enga^weiit j may you be moce^iyi^ 
fill to that .wbicb you;hiiye just {^rpe^i rl 
will ^trottl^lf yoii to return tk^cov^ifmdr 
ing tokens of njy ^Upbhced c^piidei«%?^ 
oti^ht rather to my. of py egr€^i|M)a:fpllg|f 

lo?er with:a ga^e, fmm n1^9k^ J^oKS^tl^ 



seemiftd to fafave been banished ; yet she 
iieenied pfftf tty to hMt imderstOod hie mean* 
ing, for she raised* her hands as if to undo 
a blue ribbon whieh she ii^ore around h^ 
lie^. She was unable to accomplish her 
purpose, but Lady Ashtk>n cut l!he ribbon 
Miinder, and detached the broken pieee 
of gold which Miss Ariitop had till then 
Wiom concealed in fa^r bosom ; the written 
Mnnterparl Of the lovers' engagement she 
fw some tiine bieid hleiid in her own posses* 
*iri6ii. With a haughty curtsey, she delivej^ 
ed'both to Ravens wood, who was much 
4Killfeaed when he took the piece (^ gold. . 
t- ^ •^ Aiid she could wear it tbusi" he sai4-^ 
'KpeakiBg to hims^—-*^ could wear it in 
her y^ bosom-— could wear it next to her 
iiaift — even when-^but complaint avails 
inotf'* he said, d^ing from his eye the tear 
whidi bed gathereddn it, and resinning the 
stern composure <s£ his manner. He strode 
Id the ohkiiney, and threw into the fire the 
|Mtper aftd (Mce of - gold, stamping upon 

'^ (ooals wkh the heel of his boot,^as if to 

«. 
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toaufie their dl <tiUti«» i iWfc «*I wM' %• 
I6ii^r li»tlMi «M^ **:rm wMm 
Your «vil mishe^ anA }to«c wane 'Meo^ 
l;.aidy Atbttki j' iwM mif in—m -^ Iw p fag 
tti«wi tHR 1M yMV iMMMMhiMliBte aglMI 
^tfor dtft^IiMi^'lloMkii^^ «ad:lMitniiiiw<i-- 
'And ti> 7«ttf fMiatt,f lie nidii • 
lidcy, « Hfaii» liWiiiiKg Utillici Oaiyt 
«tifyt to |iray wfMtnkkai ym wty 

cd<(h«te iKwAl, lie tiMfiitA!«n kl»:lMsiesl> imi 
left '^i^ flfNif tilviiit. ' ''''-'- ' ■■< ■ '.; 
SM' WWIuft AahlMv ^eiMMtyt aliAin- 
Uxodtyt lui4^«tiiB«i1iit«Micand QAdiair 
'in- ft dUMAt fftit <if lltt-i:iflile»"'iir owiaiifti 
]prevrat Adr n^n neethag withiiliwwii 
#008} btt iB'tlielfitttor 4«M«i|iid'tiK 
Tgreat ttftirmae, Loeklwgi ■<l<l i »awA taani 
tfifiet, ugtied<!«SlMili» BbqgliB ' A«htiM^ ai^ 
questing to'toow «ii«r» the' MmMr «f jt». 
venawood worid bcheardof 4Mir <v fli^ 
days from henoe, tm iHie wi it mii Ind bia^ 






tffwtigii^to «t«l» «Ml bkn, JO aaoa at 
— Jiii t i ml iiiftiiMi j oii iii ImA taken plic4|. 
■^'StU O tkw* ilAtOB.** «id ftwew. 

Jliitf'^<3n«^«llm Uft ieiiuK mum htm.'* 
^Aiiw#iue>ikd tba oouiaid stair, wbigli 
iai Aam tint tanaee^ Im «aa a ■wosd tiai^ 
ilMW|iHrl jy Craigongrit» who* oo.Ihe 
<fn*«f %is4|^toci|Ml» tbriiMadttf Budilaiib 
4Bipi«M«A a li^^i liMt ftw>wi>wao4 tMaiiid 

ftr wkidli to expraMi his fPili) iiite» - 

iiiiiinilj, ** to dtote faia«m tJiae* HewiM 
dh^nifr at Walf!l»Oii%{, if Impvifoia^issivt 



p». 



icaoMgad fa]r Miniig. Gohmel> .4|i(!|fl«i «ad 
MaMam /<ai tto kNVttom xif 4l)e temcf* 
^ [^ floa leave fa sayt I Icbomi of im» «udi 
tpwrsaa ufion eardir^Mrf wiU J pannk suk^ 

*• Seek your master, tbeo, in hdl i** ex- 
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eiaitmd Ravenswood, giving way to the 
passion he bad Mtherta lestrahied^ smi 
tfarowiog Craigengn^' from hito with * mch 
violaice, that i^ rolled down ihe 8teps» and 
laj senaeJcas at the foot of them-^** I am 
a fool,*' he instantly arlded, «* to vent my 
ipaaioQ upon a caitiff so worthless.^' 

He then mounted his horse, which at lus 
wdval be had aecnured' to a bidkistrade im 
:&0Bt of the castle, rode very domly ptat 
Backlaw and Colonel Ashton, raisiBg his 
hat as he past eaeh, and Jodcing in ^9k 
&c€s steadily while he ofibred this mtt£e 
sahrtatioii^ which was retarned by bafli 
With the saine atern gravity. Ilavei2sw*od 
walked on with equal -dellbei'ation vm0 
he reached the head of the avenue, aa if to 
lAew that he rather courted than afoided 
iatearruption. When be hud passeid tbeufv 
, per gate, he turned his horse, and IcfokMl 
. at the casUe with a (ix^ eye; th^i set^^M 
. to his good steed 9 and departed witfe the 
^eed of a demfon dismmsed by the exow9t. 



rHm:mim^(m jii^MMman»B. vt 



V r 



. CHAPTER Vir. 

^ *^ Who eoipes from the bf idal cWunlier ^ 
It 18 Azrael, the aogel of death, 

Thajlaba. 



f AFTEft the ikeadful seesie.tbat hfid tak^qi 
Hiftca at Uie castle», X^ucy was tsaaqpofti^ 
^ h|^r Qwfi cbjsimhery 'wl^^re fSbe s^maiiied 
fpf: foiq^ jtii»« in-a state pf abaokite atapcnr. 
Yet aft^rwards^ in the^conrse^c^ tjbe .es^u^ 
iifg day, d[>» jseemed to have recoyered^ 
9i^ffierely her spirits and resolution, but 
.a ^rt ioC Higbty levity, that .w|» foretgii 
4^JlQr ,c;ha]:iac£er aBd sitiiatioa, and which 
was M timea c^eqquered by fits of deep si- 
J^pioe and melancbolyy and of capricious 
{M^ltliriiOi^i Lady Ashtpn beioa^se munh 
. i44raie49 ^^d consulted the family phyi^« 
^ians. 9ut as^her pulse indicated no change, 
^/ .could only, say tbat the disaa^ was on 
.thespirits^andrecasimeoded gentle exercise 
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and aDQUflemeiit Miss Ashton nev^ aHdd^ 
ed to what, had passed in tile state^rooiAi 
It seemed doubtful even if she Dras eod» 
sdom of it» fertifae vftmdktm observed f6 
laise ber hands to her neck^ as if in seareii 
of the ribbon that bad been taken ilroni it^ 
and mutteiyin surprise and discontent»wheh 
she could not find it, «< It was tiie link tlMl; 
Ikniiid flie to ]ife«^ 

Motw^stendteg mil tiiese remtAs^Ai^ 
symptoms, Lady Ashton ym tbo deeply 
pledged) to delay htr daughter's marriage 
even in her prosent state of healtK It 
cost her iftnch tvoubte to keep tip ^fihe 
fiiir side of appearances towa^s Jl&iSi^ 
law. She ^as wdl aware, that if he once 
saw any rektctanee on her daiighter^s part, 
he would breaflc off the treaty, to her 
great personal shame and dishonour. Sht 
therefore resolved, that, if hacjT cobfi. 
sued passive, the marrti^e shoold tidte 
place upon the day iSiat had been previouis. 
ly fi:ited, trastbig diat a change of place, tf 
rituation» and tif cfkaraicter, virotdd operate 
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AHj^jteeq^y Mid:ei^>Q|nal,«ii;t!^ o^ lite 
UDsettled qpiriibi of b<tr 4«uigbter, th^jp coul^ 
kpr attained Jli|r f)>e «)boir ]p««inir^ «hi<ph th^ 

i9»&,JHMi«^ to tlfmg^m JbimMdf jfMJ9|i^ 
^f messuiies erf the Marquis af A— r-T^« 
i^ll^y kid^ofifjl iifm t9 ^csfjiif^ ip wh«it 
Itar cmdd not hftve perlufiy restated if wiU 
lip^.jtQ.do 8o» A9 for t^ yoimg men^ 
Burfclpw 4U(id Ccdooel ^A^hton, they prateat- 
ed, thiA ater.Brfa^tlitd h^p^ned, it waiiid 
be mfi^ didioooiiiable^ to .^pMtpone for i 
^ll^k bmr tls |ime«if|KiiAted for thp mar* 
flpgf^ a& it «auld be generally ascribed to 
tjb^beiof itttiin^ated by the ifilLtvmvtyu 
tit and liireata of Bavnas wood« 
. BugUbw would indeed have been iaca* 
ff^ of sodi precipitatjkfiP) had he been 
aSiaff* <rf tbe state of Miss Asbtpn'ls hesdtfat 
or rather ol* ha miml. But castoiD» upon 
tbese oaatsiQDa» pem^tied only brief and 
^yariaig iatefcoufse between the bndegrooin 
and liie faiidei a omsmastaiiGe so weli im* 
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protfed by Lady Ash ton, that Bucklawliei- 
;» ther saw nor suspected. 

On the eve of the bridal liay^ Ijacf ap- 
peared to have one of her fits of lev^ity^ and 
iurveyed with a dagt*ee of .girlish ktfikc^t 
the various preparations of dr^is, &c« Im, 
which the different meibbers of the family 
had prepared for the occasion. \ 
' Tke morning dawned brighl andqb^- 
ily. The bridal guests assembled in gaUfent 
troop» from distant quarters. Not only the 
relations of Sir William Aahton^ and ike 
ttill more dignified conneotioiis^^ his lady, 
togethm with the numerous kinsmen md 
allies of the bridegroom, were present up- 
on this joyful ceremony, gallantly lAomt- 
ed| arrayed, and caparisoned, hut almmft 
every presbyterian family of distinction, 
widiin fifty miles, made a point of attend- 
ing upon an oecasioh which was consider* 
ed as giving a sort of trhimph ovfer the 
Marquis of A-,-^, in the person q£ his 
kinsnmn* iS^ksidid refreshments aw^ted 
the guests on their arrival, and after tt "was 
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finii^hcd, the. cry was to horse. The biide 
was led forth betwixt her brother Heiii^ 
md her iQOther; Her gaiety of the precs* 
dtog day *bad giveii rise to -a deep ahade of 
mekncbdy, "which, itti^ever, did not mii- 
iMcome an occasum-«o momentous.' Hiert 
was a light in her eyes, and a colour in her 
cheek, which had not been kindled for 
tfliany a day, aod. which, joined to her great 
imaity, and the spfaendour of htr dress and 
{fewcis, ocoa3ioned her entrance to*be greet- 
.ed with an universid murmur of applause 
ikiftwUch iftwn thelftdies ; cooM not refr^un 
-thefi^olves fjoom jdning. Wbile the caval- 
^oade werB getting to - horse^ Sir WiUtam 
jAtbton, a man of peace and of form, cen- 
sured his son Henry for having begirt him- 
^f vdth a military sword of preposterous 
leagth, belonging to his ln*ather, Colonsd 
Ashton. 

/* If you must have a sword,'' he . said, 
<* upon such a pe^eful occasion, why did 
.yfiurisiot use the; short weapon sent) from 
Sdwhuri^ op pm^ose ?* 
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The boy vtia^cated Iuingelf» by saying it 

** You put it iO«t of ^ wwf jtm^ I 

to weor 4lmt tlri«g jtlMit iniglift li«y» iM^we^ 
Sir William WaHace-^JNit never miadf^si 
io hone aow, taA loko care of yHofli*- 

Tho boy iHd «o, ond irae jilaeod kitht 

tm%n M CM gatmln iMHIo AC^'IMe VmM 

he wiafd0 Adl <if bis oiM appcftj a m B Ct te 
flfvited, kis laced ddd^ ius feattii^Mthi^ 
afid hfS'isiikag^a hornet to pay iMwh ttgiiA 

wem^ered ta tiht bmir of Ua toitii* tikat 
irti^ti ibe handl of hia aifliiar^ hf vrhtoli tke 
SQpptiMi Ittradf OAihe piDibiitelMgid b^ 
trached hia own, H fete ^ wet and cold as 
aepuldirai madtfeo 

GiafMsing wide o¥«r faitt ami 'dale, the 
lUt bfidd {MMMH^ iast rtecbdd the 
{Mtriah chttrd^ whioh ifae^ nearly €Sk^i 
feff beridea dmaestioat dtxnre a hnodttd 
gendeasen aod ladiea freire fiiriBciBt ^^^ 



tBJL: BQIDS or hAMittXMOOtU $3 

the occasion. Hie marriage cettm&ny wm 
perkirmtfUlactaiikig to ilw rites i the 
^ret^y terisDJ persuation, to iHkiich Bueii* . 
law <^ late &ad jti^H^ ^ ptdper to con- 

flwlO* 

Om the imtfiidle of the i^iViebi a. liberal 
dole was distribirted ta the poor d the 
iMi^^Qorkig iwisht% Mdftr the 4iieettcn 
irf'JiDta^Mortbeiidi^ wki had lately 
iiio«ail«ifiw«i hid dadalatr ^Mfteis at tkt 
Ikntiila^Q^ to M tJNe more efigitile sitiia.^ 
jHqmol QfijMBiloiiaft' the ftMiflbH:hiirah4if Ba^ 
venMMod** ; Dame GkHivkQFt ivitii two of 
iior c;«MI«iiipwratiefi^ the aaine who amistid 
«l AUce^ Jute^wafce^ atflri^ed apart ofioii > 
iaft mmiKMiept^or Amis^AMie, sale onri^ 
«i%iMnipani^ tibe sharea^ whkh fand bean 
allotted to them in divi#iif the ddle. 

« Jt^hiift^ MlaKtheocb,'' said Annia Witt* 
^9 ^- night hae mmded aiild hmg sya^ 
smd tiiiot^hfe of hia/auld kimaieni lar as 
Ipaw aa he ia with \m now Irfaek eoat. I 
^.gV^^hut ive herring inst^o'aaa^ 
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|Ad -this disna look like a g^de. saxpenjsys^ 
and I dare say this bit morsel o' beef is an, 
unce • lighter than . ony . that's . been dealt 
rouod ; and it's a bit o' the tenony hjOUgh, 
mair by token, that youi's, Maggie, is. out 
6* the back-sey.** 

" Mine»quo' she ?" njumbled the paralytic 
ha^ ^^ mine is half banes^ I trow. If. grit 
folk gie. poor bodies ony thing for coming 
to their weddings and bufiftls^ it 8ul4 be 
something that wad do them gu4e> I tbiqk. 

f* Their gifts," saiid Ailsie Gpurlay, ,",arc 
'dealt for nae love of 3 us-^nor fprr respect 
for whether we feed or starve. They , wad 
gie us ' whinstanes for. loaves, . if it woukl 
sterve their ain vanity, ajHl>yet they:eiipect 
us to be as gratefu- as they ca' it,, as if jthey 
served us^ for true love and likeiijg.^ 

.••/And tha(t's, truly said,'* answered ier 
pompanion. 

. «« Butf Ailale {Gouday, yeVe the aul^9t o' 
Its three, 4id ye ever see a ipairgraad* bri- 
dal.^ 
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. ** I winna say that I have/' answered the 
hag ; ** but I think soon to ^ee as braw a 
bariaL" 

•* And that wad please n»e as weel,** said 
Annie Winnie; *< for there's as large a 
dole, and folk are no obliged to grin and 
laugh, and mak murgeons, and wish joy to 
these hellicat quality, that lord it ower us 
like brute beasts. I like to pack the dead 
dole in my lap, and rin ower my auld 
rhyme,— 

* Mj loaf in mj lap, my penny in my'purte, 

Thau art ne'er the better;, an^ I'm ne'er the wwm^ ** 

* That's right, Annie," said the paralytic 
woman ; <* God send us a green Yule and 
a fat kirkwyard !" 

," But I ^ad like to ken,liucky Gourlay, 
for ye^re the auldest and wisest amang us, 
whilk o^ these revellers' turns it will be to 
be streekit first." 

-^ lyye see yon dandilly maiden," said 



Dame Goarfay, ^ a* glfetenitf vti* goud and 
jewel9» that they are motiiitiDg on the white 
horse behind that hare-brained callaiit nt 
scarlet, wf the tang sword at Ms side T 

«« Bit thaf s the bride T said her cemp^ 
nion, her cold heart touched with some 
sense of compassion ; " that's the very 
bride hersell f T^, whow f sae young» sae 
brawy and sae boBnie«-»and is hei^ time sae 
short?* 

'* I tetl ye her winding sheet,*^ said the 
sybilf << is up as high as her throat already^ 
believe it wha list Her sand has but few 
grains to run out, and nae wonder— they've 
been weel shaken. The leaves are wither- 
ing fast on the trees, but she'll never see 
the Martinmas wind gar them dance in 
awirls like the £ury rings." 

'< Ye waited on her for a quarter^" said 
the paralytic woman, << and got twa red 
pieces, or I am far beguiled." 

•« Ay, ay,** answered Ailsie, with a bitter 
grin } << and Sir William Ashton promised 

8, 
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spe a boDoie red gown to the boot o* that 
^»--a stake, and a chain, and a tar- barrel, 
lass !^~what think ye o* that ibr a propine ? 
-»--^ being up eaily and doun late for 
^rscore D%hts aod mair wi* his d wining 
daughtQi:. > But he may keep it for his ain 
lady, cummers." 

<* I hse heard a songhy" ^d Aqnte Win- 
,u^ . „ if W, A*U,n w„ n« cpuy 
body,** 

«'* D*y e see her yopder,** said Dame Gour- 
lay, *f as she prances on her grey gelding 
^ut at the kirk-yard ? — there's mair o* utter 
deevilry in that woman, as brave and fair-fa* 
^shK^ned as she rides ^yonder, dian in a' the 
, Scotch witches that e?er flew by moon* 
light ower North-Berw^ick Law." 

«* What's that ye say about witches, ye 
, damned hags ?" said Johnnie Mortheugh ; 
•* are ye casting ye're cantraips in the very 
kirk-yard, to mischieve the bride and bride- 
groqm ? Get awa' hame, for if I tak my 
^souple t'ye, I'll gar ye find the road faster 
tkan ye wad like*'* 

VOL. IIL E 
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«* Eh ! sirs !" answered Ailsie Gouikyj 
^ how bra' areive wi* our new black coat and 
Qur weel-pouUiered head, as if we had never 
kenned hunger nor thirst ourselto! and 
we^ll be screwing up our bit fiddle, doubt* 
less, in "the ha' the night, amang a^ the 
other elbo* jiggers for milea rbund-^let'St 
see if the pins baud, Johnnie — that's a', lad." 

" I take ye a* to witness, gude people," 
said Mortheughi << that she threatens me. 
wi' mischief, and forespeaks toe^ If ony- 
thing but gude happ^is to me or my fid<Ue 
this night, Til make it the blackest night's 
^ job she ever stirred in. I'll hae her before 
Presbytery and Synod— I'm half a mini- 
ter mysel', now that I'm a bedral in an in- 
habited parish." 

Although the mutual hatred betwixt 
these 'hags and the rest o^ mankind had 
steeled their hearts iigainst all impressions 
of festivity, this was by -no means the case 
witl^ the multitude at large. The splen- 
dour of the bridal retinue — the gay dresses 
-*the spirited horses — the blithesome ap- 
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p^amnoe of tbe handsaflae wom^o and gal«« 
lant i^tletnea asasmUled i^ieo tHe pcca* 
si^Pt had the usoul effect upon tbe mi^^^ 
of tbe popuUce. Tbe repeated shouUiy of 
*' Asbton and Buokkw lor ever4"~-the dis^ 
charge of |>t8t0ld> guns, and mu Aettoons, to 
gwe what waa caUed tbe bridal-sbot, evin- 
ced the interest tbepeapie took in the QC- 
ca^on of the cavalcade^ as they acoompa- 
nied it upon their return tiTthe aastle^ If 
there was here and there an elder peasant 
or bis wife who sneered M the^pomp of tbe 
upstart family, and remembered the days 
of ^ long^'deacended Ravenswood^ even 
they, attraeted by ihe pl^tiful^dieer which 
the castle that day ^ffoided to rich and 
poor, held their way thither, and acknow- 
ledged, notwithstanding, their pr^udices, 
thig.in04ence of tAm^ikian an Vim dine. 

;Thu8 acoompanied with the attendance 
both of rich and poor, Lucy returned to 
her father's hoi^e. Bucklaw used his pri* 
vilege of riding next to the bride, but, 
new to such a situation, rather endeavour- 
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ed to attract attention by the display of 
his person atid horsemanship, than by any 
Attempt to address ber in private. They 
reached the castle in safety, amid a thou- 
sand joyous acclamations. 

It is weH known that the weddings oS 
ancient days were celebrated with a festive 
publicity rejected by the delicacy of mo- 
dern times. The marriage-guests upon the 
present occasion were regaled with a ban- 
quet of unbounded profusion, the relics 
of which, after the domestics had feasted 
in their turn, were distributed among the 
tihouting crowd, with as many barrels of 
ale as made the hilarity without correspond 
to that within the castle. The gentlemen, 
according to the fashion of the times^ in- 
dulged, for the most psn-t, in deep draughts 
t>f the richest wines, while the ladies, pre- 
pared for the ball, which always closed a 
bridal entertainment, impatiently expected 
iheir arrivil in the state gallery. At length 
the social party broke up at a late hour, and 
the gentlemen crowded into the saloon, 

'■-^^ 
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mn6, enlivened by wine and the joyful occ»r 
fiion, laid aside their swords, and handed 
their impatient partners to the floor. The 
music already rang from the gallery, along 
the fretted roof of the ancient state apart- 
ment. According to strict etiquette, the 
bride ought to have opened the ball,- but 
Xady Ashton, making an apdiogy on ac- 
count of her daughter's healths offered her 
own hand to Buddaw as substitute for her 
daughter's. 

But as Lady Ashton raised her head 
gracefully, expecting the strain at which 
she was to begin the dance, she was so 
much struck by an unexpected alteration 
in the ornaments of the apartment, that 
die was surprised into an exclamation,*^ 
^ Who has dared to change the pictures f* 

All looked up, and those who knew the 
usual state of the apartment, observed^ 
with surprise, that the picture of Sir Wil- 
Ham Ashton's father was removed from its 
place, and in its stead that of old Sir Ma* 
lise Ravenswood seemed to frown wrath 
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and vengeance upon the p^riy aisertiMed 
telow. The exchange mrist have be6n 
made white the apartments were empty, 
but had not been observed until the tordi. 
es and lights in the' sconces' i^erc, kindled 
for the ball. The haughty and heated- i^pi- 
fits oif the gentlemen led them to demand 
an immediate enquiryinto the cause of what 
they deemed an affront to their host Mdto 
themseTves ; but Lady Ashtbnt, tteovetitig 
herself, passed it over as the freak of a cralfcy 
wench who was maintained about the castle, 
and whose susceptible imagination had been 
observed to be much affected by the stories 
which Dame Goiirlay delighted to tell ^Mi- 
cerning " the former family,*' so Lady Ash* 
ton named the Ravenswoods. The obnO(x- 
ious picture was immediately removed, and 
the ball was opened by Lady Ashton with 
a grace and dignity which supplied the 
charms of youth, and almost verified the 
extravagant encomiums of the elder part 
of the company, who extolled her perforh^ 
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atice as far exceeding the 4anciog of the 
fising generation. 

When Lady Ashton sat down» she was 
not surprised to find that her daughter had 
left the apartment, and she herself follow- 
ed, eager to obviate any impression which 
might have been made upon her nerves by 
an incident so likely to afiect them as the 
mysterious transpositi(m of the portraits. 
Apparently she found her apprehensions 
groundless, for she returned in about an 
•hour, and whispered the bridegroom, who 
extricated himself from the dancers, and 
vanished from the apartment. The instru- 
ments now played their loudest strains— 
the dancers pursued their exercise with all 
thq enthusiasm inspired by youth, mirth, 
and high spirits, when a cry was heard so 
shrill and piercing, as at once to arrest the 
dance and the music. All stood motion- 
less } but when the yell was again repeated. 
Colonel Ashton snatched a torch from the 
sconce, and demanding the key ct the bri- 
daL chamber from Henry, to whom, as 
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bride's-man, it bad been entrusted^ rusfaedt 
thither, followed by Sir Williain and Lady 
Ashtoda, and one or two others, near rela- 
tions of the family. The bridal guests 
waited their return in stupified amaze- 
ment. 

Arrived at the door of the apartment 
Colonel Ashton knocked and called, but 
received no answer, except stifled groans* 
He hesitated no longer to open the door of 
the apartment, in which he found opposi- 
tion, from something which lay against it* 
When he had succeeded in opening it, the 
body of the bridegroom was found lying on 
the threshold of the bridal- chamber, and all 
around was flooded with blood. A cry of 
surprise and 'horror was raised by all pre- 
sent; and the company, excited by this 
new alarm, began to rush tumultuousty to- 
wards the sleeping apartment. Colonel 
A^hton, first whispering to his mother,— 
" Search for her— she has murdered him I" 
drew his sword, planted himself in the pass- 
age, and declared he would suffer no man 
to pass excepting the clergyman, and the 
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j&fidicsal person {Mreseiit By their assisb^ 
auce, BucklaWy who still breathed, wag 
raised from the ground, and transported tm 
another apartment, where his friends, full 
of stzspicion and murmuring, assemUed 
rikmd him to learn the opinion of the sur« 
geon» 

In the mean whO^ Lady Ashtcm, her 
husbsmd, »id their assistants, in vain sou^t 
Lucy in the bridal bed and in the chamhen 
There was no private passage from the 
roomi snd they began to thkik ihat she 
must have thrown herself from the wjuidow^ 
3when one of the company, holding his 
tbrdb lower than the rest, (^iac^vered some^ 
thing white in the comer elf the great did* 
&shioned chimney of the.apattment. Hem 
tbey found the unfortunate girl, seated, or 
rather couched like a hare upon its fi)rm««-«^ 
herhea4-gear dishevelled; her night-clothes 
torn and dabbled with blood,-^her eyes^a» 
.aeed, and her features ccKivulsed into a wild 
paroxysm of insanity. When she saw hee^ 
self discoveffed^ she gi1^red> made mouthy 
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«:nd poitited at them with bex bloody fior 
^rs, t^itk the frantic gestures of an exult- 
«)g demoniac. 

Female assistaiM^ was now Imstily mico^ 
turned ; the unhappy bride was oiverpowd^ 
edy not without the use of some fiance. As 
they carried her over the threshold, she 
looked down, and irtteted the only arti- 
culate words that she had yet i^okeo, wa^^ 
iagf with a sort of grinning eauitatioiiy*^ 
^ So; you have ta'en up your bomiie bride- 
gcoom ?*' She was fay the shadderingp>as» 
mtants convened ta another and more re- 
Uried aportinenty where she was secured aa 
her sttuadonr required, and closely watched 
The . umttterable agony of the .parents~»^ 
the horror and conffasion of all whowere 
»i the castle— the fury of contending pas* 
(Mons between the friends of the differeaC 
parties, passions augmented by previonft 
intemperance, surpass description. 

The surgeon was the first what obtained 
fiomething like a patient hearing ;: ho pra* 
iu>unced that the wound of JSucklaw^. thoUgb 
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€fevere and (dangerous, was by no meant 
fktalt but might readily be rendered so by 
disturbance and hasty removal* This si- 
kficed the numerous party of Bucklaw's 
AiendBy who had previously insisted that 
be should, at all rates, be transported from 
the castle to tjie nearest of their houses. 
They still demanded, however, that, in eo&<^ 
aideration of what had happened, four of 
their number should^ remain to watch over 
^e sick-bed of their friend, and that a suit* 
able number of their domestics, well armed, 
should also remain in the castle; This con- 
dition being acceded to on the part of Co^ 
tonel Ashton and his father, the rest of t^e 
liridegroom's friends left the castle, not. 
wkhstanding the hour and the darkness of 
^le n%ht. The cares of the medical man 
.were next employed in behalf of Miss Ash** 
ton, whom he pronounced to be in a very 
dangerous state« Farther medical assists 
Ancewas immediately summoned. All night 
she remained delirious. On the mornings 
jsbe fell into a state of absoiute4nsensibiIity. 
.The next evening, the physicians said, 
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9P0uld be the criais of her omlady. It pi^ 
vod 80, for although she i^woke from her 
ttande.with some appeamaee of ealmnessb 
mod sufficed her night-clothes to be chasi- 
ged, or put in order^ jet so soon Ab she 
put her hand to her neck, as if to search 
fyt the fatal blue ribbon^ a tide of tetHh^ 
lections seemed to rush upon her, whldi 
her mind and body ^ere alike incapable ai 
bearing. Convulsion fallowed convulsioi^ 
till they closed in death, Without her being 
able to utter a wwd explanatory of the fatal 
scene. 

The provincial judge of the district a^ 
rived the day after the young lady had ex- 
pired, and executed, though with all poa- 
siUe delicacy to the a£Btcted family, tibe 
painful duty of enquiring into this fatal 
trahsaction. But there occurred nothing 
to explain the general hypothesis, that the 
bride, in ia sudden fit of insanity, had stab- 
bed the bridegroom at the threshold of the 
apartment. The fatal weapon was found 
in the chamber, smeared witii blood. It 
was the same poniard which Heniy should 
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iiftve ivorn Mpon tb^ wedding-day, an^ 
fKrhich his unhappy sister bad probably eom 
trived to secrete upon tbe sM^e^ding eveoi 
ifig^ when it bad been shewn to hdr amM^ 
other articles of pre^ratioa for tke wed- 
ding. 

The friends of BucHUw expected t\aA 
upon his recovery he would throw som# 
light upon this dark story, and eagftrly 
pressed him with en quiries» which for somo 
time he evaded under preteixtof weakness. 
When, however, be had been, transported 
to his own house, and was consideried as in 
a state of convalescence^ he aaaembled tho^e 
persons, both male and female. Who had 
^nsidered themselves as entitled to* press 
him on this subject, and returned them 
thanks for the interest they bad expressed 
MX bis behalf, and their o£fers of adherence 
and support. ** I wish you all,'' he said,. 
*< my friends, to understand, however; that 
} have neither story to tell, nor injuries to 
avenge. If a lady shall question me hence«> 
forward upon the incidents o£ that unhap^ 
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py nighti I shall remain silent, md in fti* 
tore consider her as desirous to break ok 
her firiendship with me. But if a gentle-^ 
man shall ask ine the same question, I shall 
ttgu:d the incivility as equivalent to an in* 
yitation to meet him in the Duke's Walk> 
and I expect that Ihe will rule liimself ac* 
cordingly.'* 

A declaration so decisive admitted no 
commentary; and it was soon after seen 
that Bucklaw had arisen from the bed of 
sickness a sadder and a wiser man than he 
bad hitherto shewn himself. He dismissed 
Craigengelt from his society, but not with- 
out such a provision as, if well* employed, 
might secure him against indigence, and 
against temptation. 

Bucklaw afterwards went abroad, and 
never returned to Scotland ; nor was he 
known ever to hint at the circumstances 
littending his fatal marriage. By many 
readers this may be deemed overstrained, 
romantic, and composed by the wild ima- 
gination of an author, desirous of gratify^ 
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ing the popular appetite for the horrible ^ 
but those who are read in the private family 
history of Scotland during the period in 
which tiie scene is laid» will readily dis- 
cover, through the disguise of borrowed 
names and added inddents, the leadhiig 
particulars of an owee true tale. 



* . 
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CHAPTER VUI. 

itliose i]iiiid.'8 sonwrbM, aiid hk heart 10 hflj^ 

lliat would Dpt, when this hjoQd mishap was hear^ 

To th' utmost note of sorrow set their song, 

To see a gallant^ with so great a grace. 

So suddenly imthought on^ so o'erthrown> 

And so to perish, in so poor a place. 

By too rash riding in a ground unlau>wn ! 

Poem, in Nisbefs Heraldry, VoL IL 

We have anticipated the course of time 
to mention Bucklaw's recovery and fate^ 
that we might not interrupt the detail of 
events which succeeded the funeral of the 
unfortunate Lucy Ashton. This melancholy 
cereipony was performed in the misty dawn 
©ran aitumqai mornings with as little at- 
tendance and ceremony as could possibly be 
dispensed with. A very few of the nearest 
relations attended her body to the same 
churchyard to which she had so lately been 
led as a bride, with as little free- will, perhaps^ 
upon that tbrmer occasion^ as could be now 
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testified by her lifelesa and passive r emaini. 
An aisle adjacent to the church had been 
fitted up by Sir WilUam Ash ton as a family 
cemetery j here, in a coflSn bearing neither 
name nor date, were consigned to dust the 
remains of what was once lovely, beautifuU 
and innocent, though exasperated to phren*- 
zy by a long tract of unremitting perse- 
eution« ' While the mourners were busy ii^ 
the vault, the three village hags, who, not^ 
withstanding the unwcmted earliness of the 
hour, had snuffed the carrion like vultures^ 
wene seated on the *^ through-stane," and 
engaged in their wonted unhallowed con* 
ference. 

" Did not I say,'* said Dame Gourlay^ 
'^ that the braw bridal would be followed 
by as braw a fbneral ?' 

" I tW^k/' answered Dame Witfni^y 
" therf5> little bravery at it; neithei^ meafr^ 
nor drink, and just a wheen silver tippencea 
to thei poor folk ; it was little worth while 
to come sae far road for sae sma* profit, and 
ns sae frail." . ' 

" Out, wretch 1" replied Dame Gourlay^ 
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•« can a* the dainties they could gi^^ dis be 
<half sae sweet as this hour's vengeance f 
There they are that were capering on their 
prancing nags four days since, and they are 
now ganging as driegh and sober as outsells 
the day« They were a* glistening wi' gowd 
and silver^-theyVe now as black as Che 
crook. And Miss Lucy Ashton, that grud- 
ged when an honest womaii came near h^, 
a taed may stt on her c<^Sn the day, and 
she never scunner when he croaks. A^tA 
Lady Ashton has hell- fire burning in her 
breast by this time ; and Sir William, wi* 
'his gibbets, and his faggots, and his chains; 
how likes he the witcheries of his aia 
dwelling house ?' 

" And is it true then,'^ mumbled th^ 
paralytic wretch, «* that the bride was tAI0» 
cd out of her bed and iip the chimley by 
evil spirits, and that the bridegroom's face 
was wrung round ahint him f* 

•* Ye needna care wha did it, or how: it 
was done,'* said Ailsie Gourley ; ^» but Til 
uphaud it for nae sticket job, and that the 
lairds and Ladies keq this day.'' 
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<' A^d iiraa it trae,'' siukl Aniiie Wianie, 
^< mn ye ken sae mickle about it, that the 
picture of auld Sir Malise Ravenswood 
eame down on the ha^ floor, and led out the 
brawl before them a' 7' 

** Na,'* said Ailsie } " but into the ha* 
came the picture-^-and I ken weel how it 
came there-*«to gi'e them a warning that 
. pride would get a fa\ But there's as que^r 
, a ploy, cummers^ as ony o' thae, that's gaun 
M even now in the burial .vault yonder— 
•>r^ye saw twal' mourners, wi' crape and 
cloke, gang down the steps pair and. pair?* 

^* What should ail us to see them ?" said 
the one old woman. 

" 1 counted them/' said the other, with 
the eagerness of a person to whom the spec- 
tacle, had afforded too much interest to be 
viewed with indiffereace. 

«' But ye did not see," said Ailsie, exult- 
ing in her superior observation* ^ that 
there^s a thirteenth amang them that they 
ken naething about ; and, if auld fxeeta 
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say true, there's ane o' that company lh«t1l 
DO be lang for this world. But come awa, 
cummers ; if we bide liei'e, Pse Warrant we 
get the wyte o' whatever ill comes of it, and 
that gude will come of it nane o* them need 
ever think to see.*^ 

And thus, croaking like the ravens when 
they anticipate pestilence, the ill4K)dingsyv 
bils withdrew from the dmrch-yard* 

In fact, the mourners, when the service 
of interment was ended, discovered that 
there was among them one more than the 
invited number, and the remark was com^ 
municated in whispers to each oth^r. The 
suspicion fell upon a figure, which, muffled 
in the same deep mourning with the others, 
was reclined, almost in a state of insensibi* 
Hty, against one of the pillars of the se« 
pulchral vault. The relatives of the Asfa« 
ton family were expressing in whispers 
^eir Surprise and displeasure at the in^ 
trusiot), when the^ were interrupted by 
Colonel Ashton, who, in his father's ab« 
sence, acted as principal mouraer. **^ I 
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knoW)'* be said in a whisper, ^ who this 
person is ; he has or shaU soon have, as^ 
deep cause of mourning as ourselves — Cleave 
nie to deal with him, and do not disturb the 
ceremony by unnecessary exposure." So 
saying, he separated himself from the group 
of his relations^ and taking the unknown 
mourner by the cloak, he said to him, in a 
tone of suppressed emotion, ** Follow me." 

The stranger, as if starting from a trance 
at the sound of his voice, mechanically 
dbeyed, and they ascended the broken* 
ruinous stair which led from' the sepulchre 
into the church-yard. The other mourners 
followed, but remained grouped together 
s^ the door of the vault, watching with 
anxiety the motions of Colonel Ashton and 
the stranger, who now appeared to be in 
close conference beneath the shade of a 
yew tree, in the most remote part of the 
burial ground. 

To this sequestered ispot'Colonel Ashton 
bad guided the stranger, and then turning 
Tound, addressed him in a stern and com- 
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p;o$(id tt>naH-'< 1 catmot dmAA thftt I apeak; 
tOiik^ M^t^tev 9f RsivewwDodi." No an*i 
svges was rcitoned. /^ I cwnot doubt,"" re* 
sumed the Colonel^ traoabling with r'mi^ 
p^ioo, 4^ that I 9peak to l^e murd^iPec oi, 
my sister J"* 

«* You have named me but too truly/', 
said Raveoswoody in a hallow and tremur 
loti3.voice^ 

" If you repent what you have dcMJC^** 
said the ColoneV ** may your penitence 
avail you before God } with me it shall serve 
yoto notbiog. Here," he said, giving a pa* 
pejv is the measure of my sword, and a we-, 
mocandum of the time and place of me^t- 
ingv Sun rise to-morrow moaning, on the 
Links to the east of WolPs-hope,'* 

The Master of Ravenswood held the 
paper in his hand, and seemed irresplute. 
At length he spoke — ** Do not," he said# 
•* urge to farther desperation a wretch who 
is already desperate. Edjoy your life while 
you can, and let me seek my death from 
aiiother.'* 
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tofiT^ ^< You shall die hy my hand, or joa 
shdl cMipIete tile ruin <^ fny famdy on 
talirrtg my life. If you refuse me my opea< 
cbailetige, there is no advuntage f witt nob 
take of you, no indignity with which I wilt 
not load you, until the very name of Ra« 
veosirood shall be the sigu of every thing 
that is dishonourable, as it is already €4t' all 
thalri^ vilbtinoua." 

^«*That it shall never be," said Ravenf- 
wood, fiercely ; ^^ if I am the last who shaU 
bear it, I owe it to those who once owned 
it,4liatthe name shall be extinguished with^ 
out infatny, I accept your challenge, timet 
and place of meeting. We meet, 1 pre^ 
sume, alone ?*• 

^* Alone we meet,- said Colotiel Ashton^ 
'' and alone will the survivor of us return 
frota that place of rendezvous/' 

«* Then God have mercy on the soul of 
him who falls V" said Ravenswood, 

» So be iti" said Colonel Ashton ; « so 
far can my eharity reach even for the mvit. 
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I haite most deadly, and with the deepest 
Reason. Mow, break off, for we shall be in- 
lerriipted. The links by the sea-shore to 
Ae cast of Wc^f s-hopc— the hour san-rise 
-—our swords our only weapons.*' 

•* Enough/' said the Master, « 1 will not 
fail you.'* 

They separated j Colonel Ashton joining 
lihe rest of the mourners, an4 the Mastei* of 
Ravenswood taking his horse, whic^h was 
tied to a tree behind the church. Colonel 
Ashton returned to the -castle with the fu- 
neral guests, but found a pretext for de- 
taching himself fron^ them in the evening, 
when, changing his dress to a riding habit, 
he rode to Wolf's-hope that night, and 
took up his abode in the little inn, in order 
that he might be ready for his rendezvous 
ill the morning* 

It is not known how the Master of Ra- 
venswood disposed of the rest of that un- 
happy day* Late at night, however, he ar- 
rived at Wolf's Crag, and aroused his old 
domestic, Caleb Balderstone, who had ceased 
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t# e^ct his return. Cloafwed and fly- 
ing rumours of the late tragical death of 
Mm Asbtoo, and of its mysterious causes 
had already, reached the old maoy who was 
filled with the utmost auxietyi on accoaot 
oS the probable ^ect these events might 
produce upon die mind of his mast^. 

The conduct of Ravenswood had no*. 
4ltmg to «lkmate his apprehensions. To 
the Butler's tirembling entreaties, that he 
would take some refreshment, he at trst 
teturned no answer, and then suddenly 
and,£ercely demanding wine, he drank, con- 
trary 4o his habits, a very large draught* 
Seeing that his master would eat nothing, 
the old man affectionately entreated that 
be would permit him to light him to his 
chamber. It was not until the request was 
three or four times repeated, that Ravens- 
wood made a mute sign of compliance. 
But when Balderstone conducted him to 
an, apartment which had been comfortably 
fitted up, and which, since his return, he had 
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usually occupied, Ravcnswood stopped short 
on the threshold. 

** Not here/ said he, sternflyj "-show 
me the mom in which my father died} 
the room in which she slept the night 
they were at the castle." 

** Whoj ^r ?" said Caleb, too terrified to 
■preserve his presence of mind. 

^^Ske^ Lucy'Ashton!— wouM .you kSl 
mcj old-man, by forcing ine to repeat ber 
name?'* 

Caleb would have said something of Wic 
di>repair'of the chamber, bat was sibm- 
oed by the irritable impatience whfcfc was 
expressed in his master's couhtefmnce ;• he 
lighted tbe way trembling and in sileaeei 
placed the lamp on the table- of the de- 
serted r0ai:6, fand Was about to attmipt 
some arilan^ement of the bed, wh€n hii 
master bid' hitn l^egone in a tone tbift^ ad» 
mitted of no delay. The old m«i retimd, 
ncKxv rest, but to pra}cr ; and from tii&e 
to time ccept to the'ddulro^lbeapartffiillt| > 
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m order to find oat whether Ravenswood 
had gone to repose. His moMoitd heavy 
irtep upon the floor was only interrupted 
by deep groans ; and the repeated stamps 
df the heel of his heavy boot, intimated too 
clearly, that the wretched inmate was aban* 
doning himself at such moments to parox- 
ysms cf uncontrouled agony. The old 

k 

man thought that the morning, for which 
he loQgedy would never have dawned j but 
time, whose course rolls on with equal car- 
rent) however it may seem more rapid or 
more slow to mortal apprehension, brought 
the dawn at last, and spread a ruddy light 
oa the broad verge o£ the glistening ocean. 
ft was early in November, and the weather 

- 

ms serene ^r the season of the year. But 
an easterly wind had prevaile4 during the 
night, and the advancing tide rolled nearer 
than usual to the foot of the crags on whiie^h 
the castle w^s founded. 

With the first peep of light, Caleb Bal- 
tiersloiie again resorted to the door of Ra 
vsnswood's sleeping apartmeut, through a 
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ohink d^' wkich he observed him engaged 
in measaring the length of two or three 
-swordfr which lay in a <:loset adjoiniog to 
tihe apartment. He muttered to himself} 
^8 he selected one< of these weapons, ^* It 
4s (^(Hter-^let him have thb advantage as 
be has evewy other." 

Caleb Balllerstone knew too well, from 
y^htA he witnessed, upon what enterprise bis 
master was bound, and how vain all inter- 
ference on his part must necessarily prove. 
He had but time to retreat from the door, 
Wf nearly was he surprised jiiy his master sud- 
denly eomti\g out, and descending to the 
irtables. The faithful domestic foliowed, and 
from the dishevelled appearance of his mas- 
ter's dressy and his ghastly lo(^s, was ^ob- 
firmed in his* conjecture that he had pass- 
'isd the night without sleep or repose. . He 
found him busily engaged in saddling bis 
horse, a service from which Caleb, though 
with faultering voice and trembling hands, 
offered torelieve him. Ravenswood rejected 
his assistance by a mute sign^^nd having led 

XO 
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tfae ajnimal into the court, waa just about to 
mount him, when the old domestic's fear 
giving way to the strong attachment whicli^ 
was the principal passion of his mind, he 
flung himself suddenly at RaVieaswood's 
feet, and clasped hts knees, while he ex- 
claimed, " Oh, sir ! oh, mtister ! kill me if 
you will, but do not go out on this dread- 
ful errand. O! my dear master, wait but 
this day— the Marquis of A— ^^ comes to- 
morrow, and a' will be r^nedied/' 

*^ You have no longer a master, Caleb," 
said Ravenswood, endeavoiilring to extri- 
. cate himself; ^* why, old man, would you 
cling to a falling tower ?** 

^' But I have a master/' cried Caleb, still 
holding him fast, " while the heir of Ra- 
venswood breathes. I am but a servant; 
but I was your father's^-your grandfi^her's 
~I was born for the family-— I have lived, 
for them — I would die for them-«-Stay but 
at home, and all wil| be well !" 

*• Well ? fool ! well r said Ravenswood j 
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• <^ vain old man, nothing hereafter in life 
will^ be well with me, and happiest is the 
hour that shall soonest close it.'' 

So saying, he extricated himself from the 
old man's hold, threw himself on his hofsCy 
and rode out at the gate; but instantly 
turning back, he threw towards Caleb, who 
hastened to meet him, a heavy purse of 
gold. 

* " Caleb," he said, with a ghastly smile, 
" I make you my executor ;" and again 
turning his bridle, be resumed his course 
down the hilL 

The gold fell unheeded on the pave- 
ment, for the old man ran to observe the 
course which was taken by his roaster, who 
turned to the left down a small and broken 
path, which gained the sea-shore through 
a cleft in the rock, and led to a sort of cove, 
where, in former times, the boats of the 
^^astle were wont to be moored. Observing 
him take this course, Caleb hastened to 
the eastern fapttlement, which commanded 
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the prospect of the whole sands, very near 
as far as the village of Wolf's- hope. He 
could easily see his master riding in that 
direction, as fast as the horse could carry 
him. The prophecy at once rushed on 
Balderstone's mind, that the Lord of Ra- 
venswood should perish on the Kelpie's 
Flow, which lay half way betwixt the tower 
and the links or sand-knolls^ to the north- 
east of WolPs-hope. He saw him accord- 
ingly reach the fatal spot, but he never saw 
him pass further. 

Colonel Ashton, frantic for revenge, was 
already in the field, pacing the turf with 
eagerness, and looking with impatience 
towards the tower for the arrival of his an- 
tagonist *The sun had now risen, an<I 
shewed its broad disk above the eastern sea, 
so that he could easily discern the horse- 
man who rode towards him with speed which 
argued impatience equal to his own. . At 
once the figure became invisible, as if it 
had melted into the air. He rubbed his 
ejres, as if he had witnessed an apparition, 
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and then hastened to the spot, near which 
lie was met by Balderstone, who came from 
the opposite direction. No trace what- 
ever of horse or rider could be discerned ; 
it only appeared, that the late winds and 
high tides had greatly extended the usual 
bounds of the quicksand, and that the un- 
fortunate horseman, as appeared from the 
Hoof* tracks, in his precipitate haste, had 
not attended to keep on the firm sandmen 
the foot of the rock, but had taken the 
shortest and most dangerous course* One 
only vestige of his fate appeared. A large 
sable feather had been detached from his 
hat, and the rippling waves of the rising 
tide wafted it to Caleb's feet. The old 
man took it up, dried it, and placed it 
in his bosom. 

The inhabitants of WoIPs-hope were now 
alarmed, and crowded to the place, some 
on shore, and some in boats,, but their 
search availed nothing. The tenacious 
depths of the quicksand, as is usuaLin such 
cases, retained their prey. 
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Our iale dr&wi to a conclusion. The 
Marquis of A-—, alarmed at the frightful 
reports that were current, and anxious for 
Jus kinsman's safety, arrived on the subse* 
quent day to mourn his loss ; and, after re- 
newing in vain a search for the body, re- 
turned to foi^et what had happened amid 
the bustle of politics and state afl&irs. 

Not so Caleb. Balderstone. If worldly 
profit could have consoled the old man, his 
age was better provided for than his earlier 
life had ever been \ but life had lost to him 
its salt and its savour. His whole course 
of ideas, his feelings, whether of pride or of 
apprehension, of pleasure or of pain, had 
all arisen from his close connection with the 
fiiiaily which was now extinguished. He 
held up his head no longer — ^forsook all his 
usual haunts and occupations, and seemed 
only to find pleasure in mopeing about 
tlKise apartments in the old castle, which 
the Master of Ravenswood had last inhabit- 
ed.^ He ate without refireshment, and dum^ 

f2^ 
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A belled without repose $ aiid« with a fid^liQT 
sometimes displayed by the canine ricfi^ 
bat seldom by faitma» beings, he fmied 
and dred within a year after the catai^ 
trop}>e which we- have nanrated^ 

The family of Ashtoa did* not long sm* 
vive that of R^venswood. Sir William Ash- 
ton survived his eldest son, the Colonel, 
who was sUin in a duel in Flanders ; and 
He^ry, by whom he J0i?as succeeded, died 
unmarried^ Lady Ashton lived to the 
verge of extreme old agei the only survivor 
of the gr>oup oil unhappy persons, whose 
misfortunes were owing to her implacabir 
lity. That she might- internaUy feel com- 
punction, and reconcile herself with heaven 
whom she had offended, we wiUr Bot, and 
we dare not deny y but ta those around 
her^ she did not evinee the slightest sympi- 

• torn either of repentance or reiftorse. Iq 
all external appearancet she bore the same 
bold, ha^gbty , unbending character, which 
^e h^V displayed b^f^Cd thesei^^ unhappis 
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erenta. A splendid eiarble monument re- 
oordft her name^ tities, and virtues, while 
her victims remaia undistinguished by tomb 
4X, epitaph. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Serjeant More M*Alpin was, during bis 
residence among us» one of the most ho- 
noar^d inhabitants of Ganderscleugh. No 
one thought of disputing his title to the 
g9eat leathern chair on the ** cosiest sid^ 
of the chimney,*' in the common tooxik of 
the^Watlace Arms, on a Saturday evet&ag.' 
No less would our sexton, John Duirward^ 
bave held it an unlicensed intrusion, to suf* 
fer any one to induct himself* inta the cor# 
oer of the left-hand pew nearest to the p»l« 
pit, which the Serjeant regularly occupied 
w Sundays, Tliere he sat, his blue invalid 
uniform brushed with the most scrupulous 
accuracy.. Two medals of merit displayed 
^ hia batton^faolet as well as the empt/ 
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sleeve which should have been occupkd^ 
by his right arm, were evidence of his hard 
and honourable service* His weather-beaU 
en features, his grey hair tied in a thin ^ 
queue in thetnilitary fashion of former days,, 
and the right side of his head a little turn* 
ed up, the better to catch the sound of the 
clergyman's voice, were all marks of his* 
profession and infirmities. Beside hiip sat 
his sister Janet, a little neat old womaD#. 
with a Highland curch and tartan plaid» 
watching the very looks of her brother, to> 
her the greatest man upoa earth, and ac- 
tively looking out for him, in his silver^ 
clasped Bible,, the texts which the minister 
quoted or ej^pounded. 

I believe it waa the respect that was unu 
versaUy paid to this worthy veteran by all 
riM^ks in Gianderscleugh which indu<%d him • 
to chuse.oar village for hiB residency for 
qudh was by no means his original inte^^ 
ikm. 

He had risen to the rank of se^eant* 
miypr of ai^iUery^ by hard service ia various 



quarters of the worid, land was reckoned one 
of th« moat tried and trusty men of the 
Scotch Train. A ball, which shattered his 
arm in^ a peninsular campaign, at length 
procured him an honourable discharge, with 
an allowance from Chelsea^ and a hand- 
some gratuity from the patriotic iund; 
Moreover, Serjeant More M'Alpin had 
been prudent as well as valiant ; and, from 
prize-money and savings, had become mas« 
ter of a small sum: in the three per cent. 
eonisKiIs. 

He retired with the purpose of enjoying 
this income in the wild Highland glen, in 
which, when a boy, he had herded black 
cattle and goats, ere the roll of the drum 
bad made him cock his bonnet an inch 
higher, and follow its music for nearly forty 
years. To his recollection, this retired spot 
was unparalleled in beauty by tht richest 
scenes be bad visited in his wanderings* 
Even the Happy Valley of Rasselas would; 
have sunk into nothing upon the com pa* 
rison* He came— he revisited the loved 



scene— it was but a sterile gleni surrounded 
with rude crags, and triaveiMd by a notth^ 
era torrent. This was. nQt the ^orrt^ 
The fires had been quenched^ upon thirtj 
hearthfi-«»of the cottage of bis fathers be 

' could but distinguish a few rude stones*-** 
ib& language was almost extinguyied-^th« 

' ancient race from which he boasted his der 
scent had found a refuge beymid ^the At? 
lantic. One southland farmer, three grey*- 
plaided . shepherds, and six dogs, now te* 
nanted the whole glen, which in his youth 
bad maintained in content, if not in com- 
ptetence, upwards of two hundred inhalMk. 
ants« 

In the house of the new tenrnt, Ser^ 
jeant M^Alpin founds however, an Unex- 
pected source of pleasure, . and a. means of 
employing his social afikctions« . His sister 
Janet bad fortunately entertained so strong 
a persuasion that her brother would one 
day return, that she had refused, to siccom- 
pany her kinsfolks upon their emigratioQ. 
I^y, shehad consented, though not witb-t 



^ut a feeling of degradation » to take service 
with the intruding Lowlander^ who, though 
a Saxon, she said, had proved a kind man 
,to her. This unexpected meeting with his 
sister seemed a cure for all the disappoint- 
-meats which it had been Serjeant More's 
lot to^ncounter, although it was not 'wltli- 
out a reluctant tear that he heard told, as 
a Highland woman alone could tell it, the 
story of the expatriation of his kinsmen. ' 
She narrated at length the vatn ofiers 
they had made of advanced rent, the pay- 
ment of which must have reduced them 
to the extremity of poverty, which they 
were yet contented to face, for permission 
.to live and die on their native soil. Nor 
did Janet forget the portents which had 
announced th^. departure of the Celtic 
race, and the. arrival of the strangers. For 
two years previous to the emigration, when 
the night wind howled down the pass of 
Ballachra, its notes were distinctly model- 
led to the tune of, " Ha til mi tulidh," (^we 
return no mprp,) with which the emigrants 
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usoally bid farewell to their native shores^ 
The uncouth cries of the foreign shep- 
herds, and the barking of their dogs, were 
often heard in the mist of the hills long, 
before their real arrival.. A bard, the last 
of his race, had commemorated the expul- 
aon of the natives of the glen in a tune,., 
which brought tears into the aged eyes of 
the veteran, and of which the first stanzas 
may be thus rendered — 

Woe, wo^ son of tlit Lowlander^ 

Why -wilt thoa leav« thy bonny Border ? 

Why contest thoa hitheri disturbing the Highlandorj . 

Wasting the glen that was once in £aar order? 

What added to Seijeant More M*Alpin's 
distress upon the occasion was, that the 
Chief by whom this change had been ef^ 
fected, was, by tradition and common opi* 
nion^ held to represent the ancient leaders 
and fathers of the expelled fugitives ; and- 
it had hitherto been one of Serjeant 
More's principal subjects of pride to prove», 
by genealogical deduction, in. what de-* 
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c^ee of kindred he stood to this personage* 
A woful change was now wrought in his 
sentiments towards him. 

<^ I cannot curse him/' he said, as he 

^ose and strode through the room, when 

Janet's narrative was finished — ^< I will not 
curse him ; he is the descendant and repre* 
sentative of my &thers. But never shall 

mortal man hear me name his name again.** 
.And he kept his word ; for, until his dying 
day, no man heard him mefition .his selfish 

^nd hard-hearted chieftain. 

After giving a day to sad recollections, 

.the hardy spirit which had carried him 
through so many dangers, manned the S&f^ 

cjeant's bosom against this cruel disappoint- 
ment. ** He would go,** he said, " to Canada 
to his kinsfolks, where they had named a 
Transatlantic valley after the glen of their 
fathers. Janet,^' he said, " should kilt hw 
coats like a leaguer ladyj d n the dis- 
tance ! it was a flea's leap to the voyages 
and marches he had made on a shghter 
occasion.'* 
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With this purpose he Icft'the H%Wa»i5jt : 
and came with his sister as far as Ganders- -. 
cle^gh, on his way to Glasgow, to take a 
passage to Canada. But wiirter was bow 
•et in, and as he thought it advisable to . 
wait for a spring passage, when the St Law- 
rence should be open, he settled among vm 
for the few months of his stajan Britaia» 
As we said before, the respectable old man 
met with a deference and attention from 
all ranjcs of society ; and when spring r©» ^ 
turned, he was so satisfied with his quarters^ 
that be did not renew the purpose of bis 
voyage. Janet was afraid of the sea, and 
he himself felt the infirmities of age and 
hard service more than he had at first ex* 
pected. , And, as he confessed to the clergy- 
man, and my worthy principal, Mr Cleish'^ 
botham, ^^ it was better staying with kenn'd 
llriends, than going farther, and fareing 



worse.** 



He therefore establifihed. himself, as am 
inhabitant of Ganderscleugh, to l^he great 
•atisfactioD, as we have already sftid, of all 
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its itibabitafitSy to whom he became, in re- 
Bpiict of military intelligence, and able 
commentaries upon the newspapers, ga- 
-settes, and bulletins, a very oracle, expla- 
natory of all martial events, past, present, 
^r to come. 

It is true, the Serjeant had his incon- 
aisttocies. He was a steady jacobite, his 
'father and his four uncles having been 
out in the forty-five ; but he was a no less 
steady adherent of King George, in whose 
service he had made his little fortune, and 
lost three brothers; so that you were in 
equal danger to displease him, in terming 
Prince Charles, the Pretender, or by saying 
any thing derogatory to the dignity pf 
Kng George, Further, it must not be 
denied, that when the day of receiving his 
dn'idends'came round, the serjeant was apt 
to tarry longer at the Wallace Arms of an 
evening, than was consistent with strict 
temperance, or indeed with his worldly in- 
terest; for upon these occasions, his compd* ' 
tators sometimes contrived to flatter his par- ^ 
tialities by singing jacobite songSi ani 
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drinking confusion ta Buonaparte, and ^t 
health of the Duke of Wellington, until the 
Serjeant was not only flattered into payipg 
the whole Feckoning,but occasionally iedttr 
ced to lend small sums to his interested copK 
panions. After such sprays, as he c^Ied 
them, were over, he seldom failed to tbfmk 
^God, and the Duke of Turk, who had mad^ 
it much more difficult for an old soldier te 
ruin himself by his fblly^ than had been tb^ 
cas6 in his younger days. 

It was not upon such occasions that I 
made a part of Serjeant More M'Alpinrs 
society. But often, when njy leisure would 
permit,' I i^sed to si^ek him, on what he 
trailed his morning and evening parade^ oa 
which, when the weather was fair, he ap- 
peared its regularly as if sumnioned by t^ck 
of drum. His morning walk was beneath 
the elms in the churchyard i " for (Jeath^'* 
he said, ** had been his next-door neighbour 
for so many years, that he had.no i^oliujr 
'for dropping the acquaintance.^' Hiaeyeo- 
ing promenade was on the bleaching^gi;^)^ 
by the river side^ where he was soi 
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to be seen on an open bench, with spec« 
tocles on nose, conning over the newspapers 
to a circle of village politicians, explaining 
military terms, and aiding the comprehen* 
sion of his hearers by lines drawn on the « 
ground with the end of his rattan. On 
other occasions, he was surrounded by a 
bevy of school-boys, whom he sometime^ 
drilled to the manual, and sometimes, with 
fi^ss approbation on the part of their pa« 
rents, instructed in the mystery of artifi« 
cial fire- works ; for in the case of public 
rejoicings, the serjeant was pyrotechnist 
(as the Encyclopedia calls it) to the village 
of Gan derscleugh. 

It was in his morning walk that I most 
frequently met with the veteran. And I can 
hardly yet look upon the village footpath, 
overshadowed by the row of lofly elms, 
without thinking I see his upright form ad. 
yancing towards me with measured step, 
and hi§ cane advanced, ready to pay me 
tlie. mifitary salute — but he is dead, and 
sleeps with his faithful Janet, under the 

TOL. III. G 
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third of those verj trees» counting from the 
stile at the .west corner of the churchyard. 
The delight which I had in Serjeant M^« 
Alpin's conversation, related not only to his 
own adventures, of which he had encoun- 
tered many in the course of a wandering 
life, but also to his recollection of nume^ 
rous Highland traditions, in which his youth 
had been instructed by his parents, and of 
which he would in after life Ixave deemed 
it a kind of heresy to question the authen* 
ticity. Many of these related to the wars 
of Montrose, in which some of the Ser- 
jeant's ancestry had, it seems, taken a dis* 
tinguished part. It has happened, that, al- 
though these civil commotions reflect the 
highest honour upon the Highlanders, being 
indeed the first occasion upon which they 
shewed themselves superior, or even equali 
to their Lowcountry neighbours in military 
encounters, they have been less commemo- 
rated among them than one would have ex- 
pected, judging from the abundance of tra- 
ditions which they have preserved upon less 
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interesting subjects. It was, therefore, with 
great pleasure, that I extracted from my 
military friend some curious particulars re- 
specting that time ; they are mixed with 
that measure of the wild and wonderful 
which belong to the periods and the narra- 
tor, but which I do not in the least object 
to the reader treating with disbelief, pro- 
viding he will be so good as give implicit 
credit to the natural events of the story, 
which, like all those, which I have had the 
honour to put under his notice, actually 
rest upon a basis of truth. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Such as do build their faith upct 
The holy text of pike and gun. 
Decide all controveraies by 
Infallible artillery, 
And prove their doctrine orthodox. 
By apostolic blows and knocks. 

BUTLER» 

It waft during the period of that great and 
bloody Civil War which agit&ted Britain 
during the sixteenth century, that our tale 
has its commencement. Scotland had as 
yet remained free fron^ the ravages of in- 
testine war^ although its inhabitants were 
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muph divided in political opinions ; and 
that many of them, tired of the controul of 
the Estates of Parliament, and disapproving 
of the bold measure which they had adopt- 
edy by sending into England a large army 
to the assistance of the Parliament, were 
determined on their part to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of declaring for the 
King, and making such a diversion as should 
at least compel the recall of General Les- 
lie's army out of England, if it did not re- 
cover a great part of Scotland to the King's 
allegiance. This plan was chiefly adopted 
by the northern nobility, wha had resisted 
with great obstinacy the adoption of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and by manj 
of the chiefs of the Highland clans, who 
conceived their interest and authority to 
be connected with royalty, who had be- 
sides a decided aversion to the iPresbyte- 
rian form of religion, and wh^^ fifl^y, 
were in that half savage state of society, in 
which war is always more welcome tbiSi 
peace. • 
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Great commottoDS were generally expect- 
ed to arise from these omcurrent causes ; 
And the trade of incursion and depreda- 
tion^ ^hicfa the Scotch Highlanders at all 
times exercised upon the Low Countries, 
began to assume a more steady, avowed, 
and systematic form, aa part of a general 
military system. 

Those at the head of affairs were not 
insensible to the peril of the moment, 
and anxiously made preparations to meet 
and to repel it They considered, how- 
ever^ with satisfaction, that no leader or 
same of consequence had as /yet appeared 
to assemble an army of royalists, or even 
to direct the efforts of those desultory 
ibands, whom love of plunder, perhaps, as 
much as political principle, had hurried in^ 
to treasures of hostility. It was generally 
Jboped that the quartering a suflScient num- 
|>er of troops in the low countries adjacent 
to the Highland line, would have the effect 
jof reMrainii^ the mountain chieftains ; 
while the power of various barons in the 
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north, who had espoused the Covenant, as^ 
for example, the Earl Mareschal, the great 
families of Forbes, Leslie, and Irvine, the 
Grants, and other Presbyterian clans, might 
counterbalance and bridle, not only the 
strength of the Ogilvies and other cavaliers 
of Angus and Kincardine, but even the pa- 
tent family of the Gordons, whose exten- 
sive authority was only equalled by their 
extreme dislike to the Presbyterian mode!. 
In the West Highlands the ruling party 
numbered many enemies; but the power 
of these disafTected clans was supposed to 
be broken, and the spirit of their chie& 
tains intimidated, by the predominating 
influence of the Marquis of Argyle, upon 
whom the confidence of the Convention 
of Estates was reposed with the utmost 
security; and whose power in the High- 
lands, already exorbitant, had been still 
farther increased by concessions extorted 
from the Xing at the last pacification. It 
was indeed well known that Argyle was 
a man rather of political enterprise than 
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peraonal. courage, and better calculated to 
manage an intrigue of state, than to con- 
troul the tribes of hostile mounUdneers ; 
yet the numbers of his clan, and the spirit 
of the gallant gentlemen by whom it was 
led, might, it was supposed, atone for the 
personal deficiences of their chief; and as 
the Campbells had already severely hum- 
bled several of the neighbouring tribes^ it 
was supposed these would not readily again 
provoke an encounter with a body so 
powerful. , . 

Thus having at their own command the 
whole west and south of Scotland, indispu- 
tably the richest part of the kingdom ; Fife- 
shire being in a peculiar manner their own^ 
and possessing many and powerful friends 
even north of the Forth and Tay, the Scot^ 
tish Convention of Estates saw no danger 
sufficient to induce them to alter the line 
of policy they had adopted, or to. recall 
from the assistance of heir brethren of the 
English Parliament that auxiliary army of 
twenty thousand men, by means of which 

o 2 
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accession of strength the King's party had 

been reduced to the defensive when in full 

career of triumph and success. 

The causes which nioVed the Gonven- 

tion of Estates at this time to take such an 

immediate and active interest in the civil 

vrsiV of England, are detailed in our histo^ 

rians, but may be here shortly recapitula* 

ted. They had indeed no new injury or 

aggression to complain of at the hand of the 

King, and the peace which had been mad^ 

between Charles and his subjects of Scoti 

land had been carefully observed ; but the 

Scottish rulers were well aware that thit 

peace had been extorted from the Kiiig, as 

well by the influence of the parliamentary 

party in England, as by the terror of their 

own arms. It is true. King Charles had 

since visited the capital of his ancient king- 

dom, had assented to the new organization 

of the church, and had distributed honours 

and rewards among the leaders of the party 

which had shewn themselves most hostile 

to his interests j but it was suspectccl that 

12 
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diitinctions so unwillingly conferred would 
be resumed so soon as opportunity ofTered. 
The low state of the English Parliament 
was seen with deep apprehension, and it was 
concluded, that should Charles triumph by 
force of arms against his insurgent sub- 
jects of England, he would not be long in 
exacting from the Scotch the vengeance 
which he might suppose due to those wh6 
bad set the example of taking up arms 
against him. Such was the policy of the 
measure which dictated the sending the ' 
auxiliary army into England ; and it was 
avowed in a manifesto explanatory of their 
reasons for giving this timely and import* 
ant aid to the English Parliament. The 
English Parliament, they said, had been 
already friendly to them, and might be so 
again ; whereas the King, although he had 
so lately established religion among them 
according ta their desires, had given them 
no ground to confide in his royal declara* 
tion, seeing they had found his promises 
and actions incomustent with each other* 
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•* Our conscience," they concllided, *• and 
God, who is greater than our conscience^ 
beareth us record , that we aim altogether 
at Ae glory of God, peace of both nations, 
and honour of the king, in suppressing and 
punishing in a legal way, of those who are 
the troublers of Israel, the firebrands of 
hell, the Corahs, the Baalams, the Doegs, 
the Rabshakehs, the Hamans, the Tobiabs, 
the Sanballats of our time ; which done; 
w« are satisfied. Neither have we begun 
to use a military expedition to Englai^d as 
a mean for compassing those our pious 
ends, until all other means which we could 
think upon have failed us ; and this alone 
is left to us, fdHmum et unicum remedium, 
the last and only remedy." 

Leaving it to casuists to detertaine whe- 
ther one contracting party is justified in 
breaking a solemn treaty, upon the suspi* 
"cion that in certain future contingencies it 
might be infringed by the other, we shall 
proceed to mention two other circumstan- 
ces which had at least equal influ^ce with 
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the Scottish rulers and nation, with any 
doubts which they entertained of the King's 
good faith. 

The first of these was the nature mad 
condition of their army ; headed by a poor 
and discontented nobility, under whom it 
was oflBcered chiefly by Scottish soldiers of 
fortune, who had served in the German 
wars until they had lost almost all distincr 
tion of political principle, and even of 
t^ountry, in the adoption of the mercenary 
&ith, that a soldier's principal duty was fidcr 
lity to the state or sovereign from whom he 
received his pay, without respect either to 
the justice of the quarrel, or tq their own 
connection with either of the contending 
parties* To men of this stamp, Grotius 
applies the severe character — NvUum vita 
.genus eat improbitts, quam earum, qui sine 
causa respectu mercede eanducii, militant 
To these mercenary soldiers, as well as 
to the needy gentry with whom they were 
mixed in command, and who easily im- 
bibed the same opinions, the success of 
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the late short invasion of England in 1641 
was a sufficient reason for renewing 90 pro* 
fitable an experiment. The good pay and 
free quarters of England had made a feel- 
ing impression upon the recollection of 
these military adventurers, and the pros*- 
pect of again levying eight hundred and 
fifty pound a- day, came in place of all ar^ 
guments, whether of state. or of morality. 

Another cause no less inflamed the minds 
of the nation at large, than the tenipting 
prospect of the wealth of England anima- 
ted the soldiery. So much had been writ- 
ten and said on either side concerning the 
fi>rm of church government, that it had 
become a matter of infinitely more coir- 
sequence in the eyes of the multitude than 
the doctrines of that gospel which both 
churches had embraced. The Frelatists 
and Presbyterians of the more violent 
kind became as illiberal as the Papists, and 
would scarcely allow the possibility c^ sal- 
vation bey pnd the pale of their respective 
churches. It was in vain remarked to these 
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£eib>ts» that bad the Author of our h(dy 
religion considered any peculiw form of 
diurch government as essential to salva^ 
tmi, it would have been revealed with the 
same precision as under the Old Testament 
dispensation. Both parties continued as 
Solent as if they could have pleaded the 
dstinct commands of Heaven to justify 
their intolerance. Laud, in the days of 
his donnination, had fired the train, by at« 
tempting to impose upon the Scottish peo- 
ple church ceremonies foreign to their 
habits and opinions. The success with 
mrhich this had been resisted, and the Pres^ 
byterian model substituted in its place^ 
had endeared the latter to the naticm, as th^ 
cause in which they had triumph^. The 
Solemn League and Covenant, adopted with 
tudi zeal by the greater part of the king« 
domi and by them forced, at the sword's 
point, upon the others, bore in its bosom, 
as its principal object, the establishing the 
doctrine and discipline df the Presbyterian 
ehur^b, and the putting down all error and 
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heresy ; and having attained for their own 
country an establishment of this golden 
candlestick, the Scots became liberally and 
fraternally anxious to establish ' the same 
in England. This they conceived might be 
easily attained by lending to the Parlia- 
ment the effectual assistance of the Scot* 
tish forces. The Presbyterians, a numerous 
and powerful party in the English Parlia* 
ment, had hitherto taken the lead in oppo- 
sition to the King ; while the Independents 
and other sectaries, who afterwards, tinder 
Cromwell, resumed the power of the sword, 
and overset the Presbyterian model both in 
Scotland and England, were as yet con- 
tented to lurk under the shelter of the 
wealthier and more powerful party. The 
j^rospect of bringing to a uniformity the 
kingdoms of England and Scotland in^is* 
cipline and worship, i^eemed therefore as 
fkir as it was desirable. 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vane„ one of 
the commissioners who negociated the alli- 
ance betwixt England and Scotland, saw the 
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force which this bait had upon the spirits 
of those with whom he dealt ; and although 
himself a violent Independent, he contri- 
ved at once to gratify and to elude the ea- 
ger desires of the Presbyterians^ by quali- 
fying the obligation to reform the Church 
of England, as a change to be executed 
** according to the word of God, and the 
best reformed churches." Deceived by their 
own eagerness, themselves entertaining no 
doiibts on the Jus ZHvinum of their own 
ecclesiastical establishments, and not hold- 
ing it possible such doubts could be held 
by others, the Convention of Estates and 
the Kirk of Scotland conceived, that such 
expressions necessarily inferred the esta- 
blishment of Presbytery } nor were they 
undeceived, until, when their help was no 
longer needful, the sectaries gave them tp 
understand, that the phrase might be as 
well applied to Independency, or any other 
mode of worship, which those who were at 
the head of affairs at the time might con- 
sider as agreeable ^< to the word of God| 
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and the practice df the refortned churches.^ 
Neither were they less astonished to find, 
that the designs of the English sectaries 
struck against the monarchial constitution 
of Britain^ it having been their intention 
to reduce the power of the king^ but hy no 
means to abrogate the office. They fared, 
however, in this respect, like rash physi- 
cians, who commence by. oven physicking a 
patient, until he is reduced to a state of 
weakness, from which cordials are after- 
wards unable to recover him* 

But these events were yet in the womb 
of futurity. As yet the Scottish Parlia* 
ment held their engagement with Eng- 
land consistent with justice, prudence, and 
piety, and their military undertaking seem- 
ed to succeed to their very wish. Th^ 
junction of the Scottish army with those 
of Fairfax and Manchester, enabled the 
Parliamentary forces to besiege York> and 
to fight the desperate action of Long- 
Marston Moor, in which Prince Rupert 
and the Marquis of Newcastle were de- 
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feated. The Scottish auxiliaries, iodeed, 
had less of the glory of this victory than 
their countrymen could desire. David 
Leslie, ^ith their cavalry, fought bravely, 
and to them, as well as to Cromwell's bri^ 
gade of Independents, the honour of the 
day belonged } but the old Earl of Leven, 
the covenanting general, was driven out of 
the field by the impetuous charge of Prince 
Rupert, and was thirty miles distant, in 
full flight towards Scotland, when he was 
overtaken by the news that his party had 
pined a complete victory. 

The absence of these troops, upon this 
orusade for the tttablishment of Presbyte- 
i^ttism in England, had considerably dimt* 
nidied the power of the Convention' of 
Estates in Scotland, and had given rise to 
those agitations among the ailti-cbv^nan. 
ters,' which we have noticed at the begins 
tatng df this chapter. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

His mother could for him as cradle set 
Her husband's rusty iron corselet ; 
, Whote ja^glif^ aomid couUl bosh her babe to rest, 
That never plained of his uneasy nest ; 
Then did he dream of dreary wars at hand. 
And wdLei and fbughti and won, ere he could stand. * 

Hall's SaHm. 

It was tpwards the close of a summer's 
evening, during the anxious period which 
we have coiymemoratedy that a young gen- 
tleman of quality, well mounted and anned, 
and^ accompanied by two servants, one of 
wbpm led a sumpter horse, rode slowly iqi 
one of those steep passes, by wbidi the 
Highlands are accessibly fr<»n the Lowlands 
of Perthshire* Their course had lain for 
some time along the banks of a lake, whose 
deep watjers reflected the crimson beams of 
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the western sun. The broken path which 
they pursued with some difficalty, was in 
some places shaded by the ancient birches 
and oak-treesy and in others overhang by 
fragments of huge rock. Elsewhere^ the 
hill, which formed the northern side of this 
beautiful sheet of water, arose in steep* but 
less precipitous acclivity, and was arrayed 
in heath of the darkest purple^ In present 
ttmei^ a scene so romantic would have been 
judged to possess the highest charms for 
the traveller ; but those who journey in 
days of do^bt and dread, pay little atten* 
tion to picturesque scenery. 

The master kept, as often as the wood, 
permitted, abreast of one or boA of his 
domestics, and seemed earnestly to con- 
verse with them, probably because the dis^ 
ttnctions t>f rank are readily set aside 
among those who are made to be sharer* 
of common danger. The dispositions iX. 
the leading men who inhabited this wild 
country, and the probability of their taking 
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part in the politii»lrcoiivuj«tw» thi^t werft 
tQO0 §xpecb^« were ibe tmbjeeto .of tbeir 
convcrtatioii. 

They had not advanced above half ^ay 
up tberlafcerand the yoiwg gesitlemao was 
p<Hnting bo his attendants the spot where 
their intended road turned northwards, 
and leaving tbe vefge of the loch, ascended 
a ravisbe to the rightphand, when fJiey diSf 
covered a single horseman exHning down 
the shore, as if to me^t them. The gleam 
of the sun-besims upaa his beid'ptece a&d 
oQfrslet showed that he waa in annonr, and 
the purpose of the.other travellers reqnkeds^ 
that he should not pass unquestioned. «^We 
must know: who he is," said the young gm^ 
tinman, *^ and whither he is going/' Aad 
putting spurs to his horse, ^he rode forward 
as fast as the. rugged ^tete of the nod 
would permit, fcdlowed by his two attead- 
apts, until he reached ilie point where the 
road along the side of the lake was inter- 
sected by that which descended from die 
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ravine* securiog thus against the possibilitjr 
of the straqger eluding them, by turning 
into the latter road before they came up 
with him* 

The single horseman had- mended his 
paee, when he fifst d[»erFed the three nU 
ders advance rapidly, towards him ; but 
when, he saw them halt and. form a fronts 
which completely occupied the path, be 
checked his horse^ and advanced with great 
deliberation ; so tiiat each party had an op« 
portunity to take^fiiR survey of each other* 
The solitary stranger was^ mounted upon 
an able : horae, fit tot military service, and 
for the great weight wMdi he haid to carry, 
and his rider occupied his ilemtpfque, ot 
war^saddle, with aa air diat showed it was 
his £imiliar seaA. He had a bright bur- 
nished head-{>iece» with a plume of fea* 
thers, together with a icwrass, thick enough 
to tesist a musket-ball, with a back-pieee 
of lighter materials* These defensive arms 
he wore over :a buff jerkin, along with a pair 
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of gauntlets or steeUgloves, the topt of 
which readied up to his elbow> and which, 
like the rest of his armour, were of bright 
st^el At the front of his military saddk 
huDg a case of pistols, far beyond the ordi* 
nary idze, nearly two feet in length, and 
ferrying bullets of tweaty to the pound. 
A. buff^belt, with a broad sil;irer buckle, 
sustained on one side a long straight dou- 
ble-edged broad-sword, with a strong guard, 
and a blade calculated either to strike or 
push* On the right side hung a d[agger of 
about e^hteen inches in length ; a sbotd- 
der^bdt sustained at his back a musquettoon 
or blunderbuss, and was crossed 4by a ban- 
delier containing his charges of ammuni- 
tion. Thi^-pieces.of steeU th^n tm»ed 
latfcAs, mgt the tops of his huge jack-boots, 
and completed the equipajge of a weU-ano^ 
ed trooper of the period* 
. The appearance of the horseman him- 
self a)rr9sponded well with his military 
equipage,^ to which he bad the air of havhig 
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been long inured. He was above the mid- 
dle size» and of strength sufficient to bear 
with ease the weight of his weapons, offen- 
sive and flefensive. His age might be forty 
and upwards, and his countenance was 
that of a resolute weather-beaten veteran, 
who had seen many fields, and brought 
^way in token more than one scar. At 
the distance of about thirty yards he halt- 
ed and stood fast, raised himsdf on his 
stirrups, as if to reconnoitre and ascertain 
the purpose of the opposite party, and 
brought his musquettoon under his right 
ani), ready for use, if occasion should re- 
quire it* In every thing but numbers, ht 
had the advantage of those' who aefemed 
mcliJGied to interrupt his passage. 

The leader of the party wiais, indthd^ 
well mounted and clad in a bufi-cdat, rich- 
ly embroidered, the half-military dress of 
the period ; but his' domestics had only 
toarseja^kets erf* a thick felt, which coiAd 
search be eicped;ed to tiim tine edge of s 
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swordf if wielded by a. strong man; .and 
none of them had any weapon^, save swords 
atid pistols, without which gentlem'^n, or 
their attendants, during those disturbed 

times, seldom stirred abroad. 

• • • . • 

When they had stood at gaze for about 
a minute^ the younger gentleman gave the 
challenge which was then common in the 
mouth of all strangers who . met in such 
circumatances— *• For whom ate you P'* 

•^ Tell me ifirst,'? answered the soldier, 
«* for whom are you ?— the strongest pJirty 
should speak first.'' 

" We are for God and King iCharles," 
answered the first speaker-^" l«Jow tell your 
&Qtion, you know our's ?'' ' . 

<< I am for God and my standardt" ^i^* 
swered tb6 single horsemap. 

<* And for which standard ?" replied the 
chief of the other party — " Cavalier. or 
RQundbead^ Kipg or Convention,?". 

<< By my trojtb, sir," answered the soldier, 
« 1^ would be loth to reply to yqu with an 
untruth, as a thing ij^nbecoming a qavalje^ 
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of fcn^ime and a soldier. > Bat to answer 
y0m query with beseemiiog veracity, it is 
necessary I should myself have resolved, to 
whilk of the present divisions of the king- 
dom I shsJl ultimately adhere, being a 
niiiiter whereon my mind is not as yet pre- 
ceesely ascertain^." 

^^ I should have thought,'* answered the 
gentleman, ^* that, when loyalty and reli- 
gion are. at stake, no gentlepun or xntin 
of honour could be long in chufiing his 
party.'' ; . . ' ' 

" Truly, sir," replied the trooper, « if 
ye spe^k this in the way of vitoperation, 
as meaning to impugn my honour or gen- 
teelity,r I would blythely {>ut the same to 
issue, venturing in that quarrel with my sin- 
gle person against you three» But if you 
speak it in the way of logical raUo^ination, 
whilk I have studied in my youth at the 
Mar eschd^GoUege of Aberdeen, lam ready 
to [HTOve to ye logice^ that my resolution to 
defer, for a certain season, the taking up- 
on me either d' these quarrels, not only be-r^ 

8 
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cometh' me at & gendemaii nR& a maft ef 
honour^ but aha aa a person* of seme and 
prddtoisey one* itnbtied witfa^ humane let» 
tew in bfe' eaiiy jFOUtb^ and who,* fftwn 
thencefbrwitrdi has ftfltewed- the wars tm- 
dev the bjannerof the invincible Gustavos, 
the Lion of the Norths and under manjr 
other ^ heroic kaderSi both * Liitheraa and 
Calviniat^ FilpHit'and Armintan.'' 

> A^er eidiatiging a word' or two witfr 
his domesfeidd, the younger-gentleman re^ 
plied, *^ I should be glad, sir, to have some 
conven^^M^itb-you upon so interesting 
a question^ a^d ^ shXHild ' be proud^ if I oan" 
detemine ^ yon itk favour of thd? cause I 
have myself fespoused. I ride4his evening 
to- a friends house not three milies distant, 
whst^er^ if i you- chuse tt) accompany me, 
you shiAl hOLM^ gdod quarters for* the night, 
and free p^mission to takeyour own road 
in jhe imraingy if you 4heii Ibetno inch- 
nartkm to johi^with us*" 

-^ Whome woM.<am I to take fbr ^id?^ 
answer^ j^e 4»utiou9 sddieri<— •» A-' man 
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nuifc ]uK>w.hi8'guMaaitoe9 or he may fall 
linto an ainbuscade." 

^ I am called/V answered the jroungec 
steai^er^ << the Earl of MenteUhi and^ I 
trusty yoii^ will receive n^ honoiHi at 4i aaf« 
rficient security^*' 

. <' A worthy uoblemani" -anawered the 
voldier, << whose parole is not to )^ doubt- 
ed." With one nottdn be- leplaced bis 
nmsquettoon at his back^ and with another 
made his military salute to the youagw^ 
bleman^ and continuing to talk as he rode 
forward to join him-«-<< And^ I trusty'* Sfid 
he^ ^^ my own assurance, tbiit I will be 
torn camaradoto yoin: lordship in peace or 
in: peril, during the time we ahall abide 
together, will not be altogether vilipend- 
edin these doubtful times^ wheot as they 
say, a man's head is ssfer in a steel-cap 
|i^n in .a marble palace.'! 
. << I. assure you, sir,'' said. L<*d Men* 
teitb| ^ that, to jn^ ffesi yoor appear 
a9ce, I , most highly wahie the adnmti^e 
of vour escort ; bulb I trust wedball have 
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no occasion for ai^y exercise of A^Iour, as 
I expect to conduct you to gobd and 
friendly quarters." 

«* Good quartern, my lord,^ replied the 
soldier^ ^^ are always acceptable, and are 
only to be postponed to good pay or good 
booty* not to mention the honour of a'ca- 
valier* or the needful points of command- 
ed duty» And truly, my Idrd, your noble 
profit is not the less welcome, in that I 
knew not prec^esely this night where* I 
smd^my poor companion (patting hiA'hon$e) 
were to find lodgmeMs«- . ^^ j .^ 

<* May I be permitted to ask^ then,** 
said Lord Menteith, *^ to whom I have ^be 
good fortune td stand quarter- master ?*• 
Truly, my lord/* said the troopcri 

my name is Dalgetty — Diigald Dalgetty, 
Ritt-master Dugald Dalgetty of Drum- 
thwacket, at your honourable service to 
command. It is a name you may have 
seen in GaUoBeigicus, the Swedish Intel- 
l^encer, or, if you read High-Dutch, in 
the FUegencUen Mercetir of Leipsic. My 
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father, my lord, having by unthrifty courses 
reduQted.a fair patrimony to a nonentity, 
I had no better shift, wheo I was eighteen 
years auld, than to carry the le^fning whilk 
i had acquired at the Mareschal-CoUegt 
of Aberdeen, my gentle bluid and desig- 
nation of Drumthwacket, together with a 
pair of stalwarth arms, and legs conform, 
to the German wars, there to plush my 
way as a cavalier of fortune. My lord, 
0Q7 legs.and arms stood me iii more stead 
than either my gentle kin or my bbok- 
le3.r, and I found myself trailing a pike 
as a private gentleman under old Sir Lu- 
dpvick Leslie, where I leained the rules 
o* service safe tighjtly, that I will not forget 
them in a hurry. Sir, I have been made to 
stand guard eight hours*, being from twelve 
at noon to eight o'clock of the night, at 
the palace, armed with back and breast, 
liead-piece and bracelets, being iron to the 
teeth, in a bitter frost, and the ice was as 
hard as ever was flint ; and all for stopping 
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an instant to spes^k to my landlady, yil^tn 
I should have gone to roll-call." 

" And doubtless, sir," replied Lord Me^i- 
teith, ** you have gone through some hot 
service, as well as this san\e cold duty yqu 
talk of?' 

*^ Surely, my lord, it doth not become 
me to speak ;, but he th^t hath sj^en the 
fields of Leipsic and of Lutzepj^ m^y be 
said to have seen pitched battles. And 
&H6 who hath witnessed the intakiijg of 
Frankfort, and Spanheim, and Nuremberg, 
alid so forth, should knpw som^tl^ing aboi|t 
leaguers, storms, onslaughts and outfalls.'' 

** But your merit, sir, and experience, 
^ere, doubtless, followed by promotion," 

** It came slow, my lord, dpoms slplirj^'* 
replied Dalgettyj ** but as my Sootti^h 
countrymen, the fathers of the war, aiid 
the raisers of those valorous Scottish, r^ 
gimqnts that were the dr^s^d.of Germany, 
began to fall pretty thick, what with pestV 
lence and jirhat with the sword, why we. 



childteo^ succeeded to tbeir inherit- 
znee^ 8ir» I was siK jears first private 
g^ntlemm of the coiBpan j, and three years 
linc^^pmsA^ i disdaifiing to receive a hal- 
berty as uobeconiiDg my birth.. Whare£oiie 
I waa ukUaately {munoted to be a faho- 
^m^er^ as the High Batch call it, (which 
aigmfiea an ancterit) in the King's Leif Re- 
giment ^ of Btek^ Horsey and thereafter I 
aroae tobe iietttenfiaot a&d^ ritt-iaa6ter» un^ 
der tbM invincible monarch, the bulwark 
Gf the Pi'oteitant fitith, the Lion of the 
NopUh Ihe terror of Austria, Gcistaviis the 
victorioas/' 

^^ And yet, if I understand you, Captain 
Da]getty,*^I think that raftk correspond! 
vith your fo^e^n title of ritt*nlaster,««.««-'' 

Hfhe saina grade preceesely,'' answer 
ed Dftlgetty f ^^ ritt-master' signifying \u 
tanaUy file-kader.*" 

. ^ I ^ was observing/' - continued Lord 
Menteithi). ^ that^ if I understood you 
rights you bad left the service df this gfteirt 
Frincflit'' 



178 TAUS OF MT LAKBLOSD* 

"It was after his death— it was aftet 
his death, sir,'V said Dalgetty, «* when I 
was ifi no shape bound to continue mine 
adherence. There are things, my lord, in 
^at service, that cannot but go against the 
'Stomach of any cavalier of honour. In 
especial^ albeit the pay be none of the 
most superabundant, being only about sis- 
ty dollars a month to a ritt-master, y^ 
the invincible Gustavus never paid above 
one-third of that sum, whilk was distri- 
buted monthly by way of loan ; although^ 
when justly considered, it was, in fact, a 
borrowing by that great monarch of the 
additional two«thirds which were due to 
the soldier.' And I have seen some whole 
regiments of Dutch and Holsteiners mii^ 
tiny on the field of battle, like base scul* 
lions, crying out Gelt, gelt, signifyipg their 
desire of pay, instead of. falling to blows 
like oiir noble Scotch blades, who ever 
disdained, my lord, postponing of honour 
to filthy lucre." 

<< But were not these arrears," said Lord 
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Menteith, " paid to the aoldiery at some 
stated period ?* 

' ••My lord/ said Dalgetty, •« I take it 
on my conscience^ that at no period/ and 

by no possible process, could one creutzer 

^ "J 

of them ever be recovered. I myself never 
daw twenty dollars of my own all the time 

I served the invincible Gustavus, unless it 

' ^ .' ' '• . ^ 

Was from the chance of a storm, or vicr 

tory, or the fetching in some town or 

doorp, when a cavalier of fortune, who 

knows the 4asage of wars, seldom faileth to 

make some small profit." 

•^ I bfegin rather to wonder, sir,'' said 
Lord Mehteith, •'that you should have 
continued so long in the Swedish service, 
than that you should have ultimately with* 
drawn from it." 

•• Neither I should," answered the ritt* 
master; ••but that great leader, captfdn, 
and king, the Lion of the North, and the 

bulwark of the Protestant faith, had a 

' ■ #* ^ • ' ' ' ' . » . . »• 

way of winning battles, taking towns, overi* 

ruAning countries, and levying cohtribu- 



I 
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tions, whilk made his service irresistiUf 
delectable to all true-bred cavaliersf who 
follow the noble proj&ssion of arqnsf. Sim- 
ple a$; I ride here, my lord| I Jiaye mysf^Jf 
commanded the whole stift of Dunklespiel 
on the Lower Rhine, occupying the Pjib- 
grave's palace, consuming his chgipe ViRW 
with my comrades, calling in contributiQ(i% 
requisitions, and caduacs, and not failing to 
lick my fingers, as became a good CQokt 
But truly all this glory hastened ta dso^yi 
after our great master had been shot with 
three bullets on tb^ field of Lutzen ; -^ymx^? 
fore, finding that Fortune had changed 
sides, that the borrowings and lending 
went on as before out of our pay^ wh^il^ 
the caduacs and casualties were aU cut off, 
I e'en gave up my commiasipn, and. tooJi; 
service with Wallen$tein in Walter Butl^i^g 
Irish regiment/' 

^ And may I beg to know of you," 8ai4 
liOrd Menteith, apparently interested J9 
the adventures of this i^ldier pt i^x^fa^^ 
;^how you liked this change of naa^^.r 
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^* Indifferent well/* said the Captain-^ 
•« very indifferent well. I cannot say that 
the Emperor paid much better than thi^ 
great GustaTu«. For hard knocks^ we ha4 
plenty of them. I was often obliged to run 
my head against m^ld acquainUhces, th^ 
{Swedish feathers^ whilk your honour 2pus( 
iconceive to be double-pointed stakes^ sho4 
with iron at each end,^ and planted befon^ 
die squad of pikes to prevent an ipfall of 
the cavalry. The whilk Swedish fe^jthers, 
although they look gay to the eye, resem^ 
bliag the shrubs or lesser trees of an forest, 
as the puissapt pikes, arranged ;n battalia 
liehijid then), correspond to the tdll pinea^ 
thereof, yet, nevertheless, are not altoge- 
ther so soft to encounter sui the plpmage 
of a goose.. Howbeit, in despite of heavy 
blQvm and light pay, a cavalier of fortune 
may thrive indifferently well in the impe- 
tiH service^ in respect biis privajte casualties 
ssre nothing so closely looked to as by the 
$wede ^ and so th»t f n officer did his dpty 
on ^ 0el4» tMo^tisx WaUenstein ao; Fapt 
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penheim^ nor old Tilly before them» would 
likely listen to the objurgations of boors 
or burghers against any commander or sol- 
dado by whom they chanced to be somewhat 
dosely shorn. So that an experienced ca-- 
valier, knowing how to lay, as our Scottisli 
phrase runs, * the head of the sow to the tail 
of the grice/ might get out of the country 
the pay whiik he could npt obtain from the 
emperor." 

« ^* With a full hand, sir, doubtless, and 
with interest,*' said Lord Menteith. 

•• Indubitably, my lord," answered Dal- 
getty, composedly ; ** for it would be 
doubly disgraceful for any soldado of rank 
to have his name called in question for any 
petty delinquency." ' 

• *« And pray, sir," continued Lord Men- 
teith, *• what made you leave so gainful a 
service ?'» - . * 

" Why, truly, sir," answered the sol- 
dier, .*• an Irish cavalier, called OQuil- 
ligan, being major of our regimfent, and 
I having had words with him the night 
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before, respecting the worth and prece- 
dence of our several nations, it pleased 
bim the next day to deliver his orders to 
l&e with the point of his battoon advanced 
and held aloof, instead of declining and 
trailing the same, as is the fashion from a 
courteous commanding officer towards his 
equal in rank, though, it may be, his infe« 
rior in military grade. Upon this quarrel, 
sir, we fought in private rencontre ; and 
as, in the perquisitions which followed, it 
pleased Walter Butler, our Oberst or colo- 
nel, to give the lighter punishment to his 
countryman and the heavier to me, where- 
upon ill- stomaching such partiality, I ex* 
changed my commission for one under the 
Spaniard.'' 

"I hope you found yourself better off 
by the change ?' said Lord Menteith. 

" In good sooth," answered the Ritt» 
master, "I had but little to complain of. 
"Bhe pay was somewhat regular, being fur-' 
nished by the rich Flemings and Walloons 
of the Loy Cvuntry . The^ quarters nest 



e:ccellent J the good wfaeaten loaves of the 
Flemmgs were better than the Fxovant rye- 
}>read of the Sweik, and Rhenish wine wft$ 
n)t>re plenty with us than ever I saw thf 
black beer of Rostock in Gustavus's camp* 
Service there was nonci duty there was 
little ; and that little we might do, or ieav^ 
undone, at our pleasure \ an excellent re* 
tirement for a cavalier somewhat weary of 
fidd and leaguer^ who had purchased with 
bis blood as much honour as might ^erve 
his turn» and was desiroiis of a littie easa 
and good living." 

^< And may X as^" said Lord MentQitb^ 
^why you. Captain, being, as I suppose, 
^ the situation you describe, retired fron 
the Spanish service also ?** 

^ You are to consider, my lord,^ that your 
fl^aniard^" replied Captain Dalgetty, << is « 
person altogether unparalleled in his own 
conceit wherethrough he maketh not fit ao* 
eouiit id audi foreign cavaliersof valour |r 
«re pleased to take service with him. And % 
^nd^fftiiincr it is to every hoBOunble soL 



^ 



^9dQ tp be put aj^idc, wi postpoaed, s^nd 
obliged to yield preference to every pqflBqg 
^i^ior, who, were it tb^ question wbigh 
(should first mount 9 breach at push qf pike*, 
might be Qpt to yield willing pla^e to a 
Scottish cavalier. Moreover, sir^ I was 
pricked in CQ^science respecting a mattf^r 
of religion,*'* 

** I ^should not have thqughtj Captain 
Palgetty, that ap old soldiei;, who hadi 
qbaoged service so often » would have beep: 
tpo scrupulous on that he%d^" , 

" No more I am, my lord," said the Cap- 
tain, " since I hold it to be the duty of the 
pbaplai^ of the regiment tp settle those pat-, 
tejrs for me, and every other brave cavaUert. 
inasmuch as he does nothing else tUatIkno\y 
for his pay and allowanpes* But this was 
a particular case, my lordju a casus impra^ 
tii^i^, as I jmay say, in whilk I haji np^isiiap- 
laip of my own persuasion to a^ as jcp^ 
^yiser. I founds in short, thajt aUhp^gh 

my bcinff a f wtestant might bfi winked, ati 
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in respect that I was a man of action, and 
had more experience than all the Dons In 
our tertia put together, yet, when in garri* 
son, it was expected I should go to mass 
with the regiment. Ndw, iuy lord, as a 
true Scottish man, and educated at the Ma* 
reschal College of Aberdeen, I was bound 
to uphold the mass to be an act of blinded 
papistry and utter idolatry, whilk I was al- 
together unwilling to homologate by vSy 
presence. True it is, that I consulted oh 
the point with a worthy countryman of my 
own, one Father Fatsides, of the Scottish 
Convent in Wurtzbarg"— — 

" Ancf I hope,^ observed Lord MenteifH, 
^^* you obtained a clear opinion from tho. 
ghostly father ?* ; 

** As clear as it could be/* replied Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, ** considering we had drank 
six flasks of Rhenish, and about two mutch- 
kins of Kirchen-wasser. Father Fatsides in* 
formed me, that, as nearly as he could judge 
for a heretic like myself, it signified not 
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much whether I went to. mass or not* see- 
ing my eternal perdition was signed and 
sealed at any, rate, in respect of my impe- 
Diitent and obdurate perseverance in my 
damnable heresy. Being discouraged by 
this r^onse^ I applied to a Dutch pastor 
of the reformed church, who told me, he 
tliought I might lawfully go to mass, in re- 
spect that the prophet permitted Naaman, 
'a. mighty man of valour and an honour^r 
hie cavalier of Syria, to follow his master 
into the house of Rimmon, a false god, or 
idol, to whom he had vowed service, and 
to bow down when the king was leaning 
.upon his h^nd. But neither was this .an- 
swer satisfactory to me, both because there 
was an ui^co difference between an anoint* 
ed King of Syria and our Spanish colonel, 
whom I could have blown away like the 
peeling of an ingan, and chiefly because I 
could not find the thing was required of 
me by any of the articles of war j neither 
was I proffered any consideration, either 
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in perquisite or pay^ for the iraoiig I:mtght 
thereby do to my^ con$cieace." 

<^ So you again. changed your serviced 
said Lord Menteith. 

«< In troth did I, my lord.; and j^bp tfjr- 
ing for a short time two or three other 
powers, I even took on for a time Avdth^ 
their £tigh Mightinesses the States of Hol- 
land." 

^' And how did their service jump with, 
your humour T' again demaxided hia cem*' 
panion. 

" O ! my lord,** said the soldier in a 
sort of enthusiasm, '< their behaviour on 
pay-day might be a pattern^ to aU Ettfppe 
•^no borrowings, no- lendings,iio offiets^ 
no arrears^— *all balanced and' paid like a^ 
faanker^s bopk. The quaitera, too^ are ex» 
cellent, and the allowances uscbaUenge- 
able ; but then, m^ they are a preceese,. 
acrupulous people^ and will allow, sothiogi 
for peccadilloes. So^ that if a boor com* 
plains of a broken headt or ftJbe£ar«-8ellerof a 
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braKenrcsi^ oradafl'Wetibbdoes bat squeak 
loud esBOQgh to be h^n'd above her breathy 
a soldier: oP hoifottrsbf^l be dtagged, not 
be&m has own coyrtlmnrtial, viho can best 
judge of and pumsfar his demerits, but be- 
fore a base mecHahical'burgo-master, who 
sh^l medace 'faitoi with the ratsj^-house, the 
cord^ and whslt not, as ifche were one ckP' 
thehrowninean, attiphibiotts^ twenty-breech- 
ed boors* So, not being able to dwell 
bnger among those ungrateful plebeians, 
who, although unable to defend themselves 
by their proper strength, will nevertheless 
allow the noble foreign cav^ier who en- 
gages with them nothing beyond his dry 
wages, which no honourable spirit will put 
in competition with a liberal licence and 
honourable countenance, I resolved to leave 
the sfervite of the Mynheers. And hearing 
at this time, to my exceeding satisfaction^ 
that there is something to be doing this 
summer in my way in this my dear native 
country, I am come hither, as they say. 
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like a beggar to a bridal, in order ta give 
my- loving countiyftieii the ad Vantage ^of 
that e^tperience wfaith I have Acquired in 
foreign parts. . So your lordship has kh out- 
line of my brief story, excepting those pas- 
sages of action in the. fi^ldj in leaguers, 
storms, and onslaughts, wbilkwoald be wea- 
risome to narrate, and might, peiradven- 
ture, better befit any other toogtie than 



fnme own. 
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CHAPTER III. ' 

Fdr pleas of right let statesmen vex their heai^^ 
Battle's my husiness, and my guerdon hread ; 
' And^ with' llie sworded Switzer^' I can say^ 
Thebestof canaesis thebestofpay; * 

DoNNe* 

The difficulty . and narrowness of the 
road bad by this time become such as t6 
interrupt the conversation of the travel- 
lers, and Lord Menteith, reining back his 
horse, held a moment's private conversa- 
tion with his domestics* The Captain^ who 
aow led the van of the party, after about 
^ quarter of a mile's slow and toilsome ad- 
vance up a broken and rugged asdentf 
^oierged into an upland valley, ta which a 
mountain stream acted as drain,. an<^ af- 
forded sufficient roontupon its greensward 
banks Sfor the trav^ellers to pursae their 
journey in a more social manner; 



t^i t Ales of icy xanblo&o* 

Lord Menteith accordingly resumed the 
^onvetsatioDy which had been interrupted 
bj the difficulties of the way. ^* I shoiild 
have thought/' B$Sd 'be "to <?aptain Dalget- 
tff ♦* that a cavaKer of your honourable 
narki who Kath so long followed the va- 
liant King of S wedeiH asd entertains ^uch 
« suitable cofUMspt- 1^ *tW' biSe nieeha- 
nical states of Holland^ would not have 
hesitated to embrace the cause of Kmg 
Charles, in preference to that of the low- 
born, round-headed, canting kttaves v^tio 
are in rebellion gainst his authority.'* 

" Ye speak reasonably, my lord,*! said 
Dalgetty, *« and, aeteris paribus, I might 
be induced to see the matter in the, same 
lighU But, my* lord, there is a southern 
proverbi — fine words butter no parsnips. 
I have heard "enough since I came here, to 
satisfy me that a cavalier o£ honour is ftee 
to t&ke any* party in this civil embroilinent 
wMlk h!e may fihd'most convenient for bis 
o^wn peculi^. Loyalty Hi your pass-w(N^f 
my lordj"^ liberty, roars another chidd 
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from the olherside of the stratb*^tbfi.Ki^g,i 
sboQts oiie-^the PaiUamentk roaH ii«bi>Uief ^ 
•^Montrose fm ever» cries JDoBajd^ waving^ 
bll bonnet^-* Argyk and Leven^criesawuth- 
country. Saunders, va[^auriog wiitb h'm hat 
and feather. Fight for the bishops^ say9t,a 
priest, wkh this gpira and roefaet''-*-S^aiid 
stout for the kirk, eries a loiaiatery in a 6e^ 
rtevM cap and band.-^Good watch- words all 
— excellent watch-words. Wbilk cause is 
tlie best 1 cannot say. But sure am I that 
1' have fought knee-deep in blood many a 
day for one that was ten degrees worse thaa 
ih» worst of them a'." 

♦• And pray. Captain Dalgetty," said his 
loh}ship, << since the pretensions of both ; 
parties seem to you so equal, witl you 
please to inform us by what circumstances > 
your preference will be determined ?^' 

** Simply upon two considerationii^ my . 
lord,'* Miswered the soldier. .*< Being,. first, 
Oin which side my services would be in moat : 
bcMioturabie requestz-^And, secondly^ whtHc 

VOL. IH. . I , 
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k a eatcihiry of the firsts on whilk partj 
they are likely to be most gratefully requi- 
ted. Andy to deal plaitily with you, my 
lord, tny opinion at present doth on both 
points rather incline to the sule of the Par- 
liament" 

<* Your reasona, if yon please," said Lord 
Menteithi ** and perhaps I .may be able to 
meet them with others which are more 
powerful." 

<< Sir, I shall be amenable to r^asoo,-' 
said Captain Dalgetty, <' supposing it ad- 
dresses itself to my honour and my inte- 
rest Well, then, my lord, here is a sort of 
Highland host assembled, or expected to 
assemble, in these wild hills, in the King's 
behalf. Now, sir, you know the nature of 
our Highlanders. I will not deny them to be 
a people stout in body and valiant in heart, 
and courageous enough in their own wild 
way of fighting, which is as remote from the 
usages and disciplines . of war as ever was 
that of the ancient Scythians, or of the sal- 
vage Indians of America that now is. They 
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havena sae mickle as a German whistle, or' 
a drum, to beat a nfiarch, ah alarmi a charge, 
a retreat, a reveillce, or the tattoo, or any 
other point of war; and* their damnable 
skirlin' pipes, whilk th^y themselves pre-' 
tend to understand, are as unintelligible io 
the ears of any cavaliero accustomed to ci- 
vilized warfare. So that, were I underta- 
king to discipline such a breechless mob, 
it were impossible for me to be understood ; 
and, if I were understood, judge ye, my 
lord, what chance I had of being obeyed 
among a band of half salvages, who are ac- 
customed- to pay to their own lairds and 
chiefs; allenariy, that respect and obedience ' 
whilk ought to be paid to commi^sionate 
officers. If I were teaching them to form 
battalia by extracting the square root, that 
is, by forming your square battalion of equ^i 
number of men of rank and file, correspond- * 
ing tp the square root of the full number ' 
preseiit, what return could I expect for com- 
municating this golden secret of military tac- 
tic, except it may be ai dirk in my wame, oil 
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placiDg*sb(tae M'Alister More, M^Shemeior 
Capperfae, in the flank or rear, when he 
claimed to be id the van?— Truly, well 
saith holy writ, *;if ye cast pearls before 
swine, they will turn again and rendyc:"* 

•* 1 believe, Anderson,'* said Lord Men* 
tetth, looking back to one of bis servaots, 
for both were close behind him, " you can 
assi*^ire this gentlenian, we shall ' have more 
occasion for experienced offix:ers, and be 
more disposed to pro6t by their histruc- 
tionsi than he seems to be aware of.*- 

•* With your honour's peirmissiqiv/' saitl 
Anderson, respectfuUy raising his cafs 
<v when we are joined by the Irish inianiry 
who are expected, and who should be land- 
ed before now, we shall have need! of good 
soldiers to discipline our levies.*' 

« And I should like well — ^very weH,tobc 
employed in such service,'' said Dalgetty i 
<« the Irish are pretty fellows— -very pretty 
fellows— I desire to see none better in the 
(teld. I once saw a brigade of Irish, at the 
inuking of FraokfOrt upon the Oder, stand 

13 
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to it with sword atid pike until, they beat 
'off the blue and yellow Swedish brigade^ 
esteemed as stout as any that fought under 
tbeimmortalGustavus. And alihougii stout 
Hepburn, valiant Lumsdal^ courageous 
H(Hiroe^ with myself and other cavaliers, 
made entry elsewhere at point of pike, yet. 
had we all metwHh such opposdtion, we had 
retarded with great loss and little profit. 
Wherefore these yatiaiit Irishes, being all 
p*itto the sword, as is usual in such cases, 
did neverthele$s gain immortal praise and 
hcmoor; so that, for their sakes, I have 
always loved acd honoured those of that 
i^ttoja ne&t to my own country of Seot- 
land.? 

^} iV CMBmand df Irish,''* said Menteitb, 
'* I thittk I cou/kl almost promise, you, 
: ahould you be disqposed to embrace the 
royal cause." 

1* Ajfi3 yeti'' said Captain Dalgetty, ** my 

second and greatest difficulty remains b6- 

Itind i for, idthough I hpld it a mean and 

^9ordid thing, for a soldado to have nothing 
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in his mouth but p^y a^d gelt, like the 
base cullioDs, the German lanz-knechts, 
whom I mentioned before ; and although 
I will maintain it with. my sword» that ho- 
, nour is to be preferred before pay, free 
^ quarters, and arrears, yet, amtrariop a sol- 
dier's pay being the counterpart of his 
engagement of service, it becomes a wise 
and considerate cavalier to consider what 
remuneration he is to receive for his ser* 
vice, and from what funds it is to he paid. 
And truly, from what I can see apd he/|r, 
the Convention are the purse- mast ers« The 
H^hlanders, indeed, may be kept in hu- 
mour, by allowing them, (o steal cattle; 
and for the Irishes, your lordship and 
your noble associates may, according to 
the practice of the wars in such cases, pay 
them as seldom or as little as may suit 
your pleasure or convenience j but the- 
same mode of treatment doth not apply to 
a cavaher like me, who must keep up his 
. horses, servants, arms, and equipi^ge, and 
who neither can, nor will, go to warfare 
upon his own charges." 
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Anderson, the domestic who had before 

spoken^ now respectfully addressed his 

master — ^* I think, my lord,'' he said» <* tbat^ 

under your lordship's favour, I could say 

sometbiog to remove Captain Dalgetty's 

second objection also. He asks us where we 

are to ccdiect our pay ? JJow, in ray poor 

mind, the resources are as open to us as to * 

the Ciovenanters, They tax the country 

according to their pleasure, and dilapidate 

theestatesofthe King's friends ; now, were 

we once in the Low Country, wijth our 

Highlanders and our Irish at our backs, 

and our swords in our hands, we can find 

many a fat traitor whose ill gotten wealth 

shall fill our military chest and satisfy our 

soldiery. Besides, confiscations will fall in 

thick^ and in giving donations of fbrfeited 

laadiS to every adventurous cavalier, who 

joins his standard, the King will at once 

reward his friends and punish his eaemies« 

In short, he that joins these Roundhead 

dogs may get some miserable pittance of 
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pay-4ib that joins mir standard has a 
ehance to be knight^ lord, or ear)» if luck 
^^vc hihiV 

• ** Have you cvef served, my good 
friend ?" said the Captain to the apokesir 
Bran* • 

. ^ A little, sir, in these our domestic 
quarrels,-' answered the man, modestly. 
, " But never in Germany or the Low 
Countries .^' said Dalgetty, 

*< I never had the honour,'*^ answtf ed An* 
derson, 

» 

<< I profess," said Dalgetty, addressing 
Lord Menteith, ** your lordship^s servant 
has a sensible, natural, pretty id^a of mtli^ 
fary matters ; somewliat irregular though^ 
and smells a little too much of selling the 
bear's skin before be has hunted him. I 
will take the mutteri however, into my c(hl« 
sideration/' 

^ <• Do so, CaptaiOt*" said Lord Menteith ; 
<< you will have the night to think of it, for 
we are now near the house, \^ here I hqpe 
to insure you a hospitable reception." 
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** And that is what will be very wel- 
eome*" said the Captain* << for I have tasted 
no food since day- break but a.farl of oat . 
cake, which I divided with iny horse* So 
I have been fain to djmw roy sword-belt 
three bores tighter fo? very extenufttioDt 
lest hunger and heavy iron should make 
the gird slip.*' 
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. CHAPTEE I\^. . 

Once OQ a time, no matter when» < . » 

Some Glunimies met in a glen ; 

As deft and tight as ever wore 

A durk, a targe, and a claymore. 

Short bo«e, and belted plaid or trcw8» 

In yist, Lochaber, Skye, or Lewes, 

Or cover'd bard head with s bonnet ; 

Had yott bkt known them you would own it 

MxsTOir* 

A HILL was now before the travellers, 
eovered with an ancient forest of Scot- 
tish firs, the topmost of which, flinging their 
scathed branches across the l^estern hori- 
zon, gleamed ruddy in the setting sun. In 
the centre of this wood rose the towers» or 
rather the chimneys, of the house, or castle^ 
as. it was called, destined for the end of 
their journey. 

As usual at that period, one or two high- 
ridged narrow buildings, intersecting and 
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crossing each other» formed the corps de« 
logis. A projecting bartizan or two, with 
the addition of small turrets at the angles, 
much resembling pepper boxes, had procu* 
red for Darnlinvarach the dignified appel* 
lation of 1^ castle. It was surrounded by ^ 
low court-yard wall, within which were the 
usual and neeei^sary offices. 

As the travellers approached more near* 
ly, they discovered inarks of recent addi- 
tioiis to (he defences of the place* which had 
bcten suggested doubtless by the insecurity 
of these troublesome times. Additional 
loop-holes for musketry were struck out in, 
different parts of the building and of its 
surrounding wall; The windows had been 
of new carefully secured^ by stancheons of 
iron, crossing each other ath«^art and end- 
long like the grates of a prison.' "The door 
of the courtyard was shut, and it w^sonly 
after cautious challenge that one'of its leaves 
was optened by two domestics/both strong 
Highlanders, and both under arms,, like 
Bitias and Pandarus in the i£neid, ready 
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to defend the entrance If aught litostite hnA 
ventured an intrusion, ' 

When the travellers i^ere admitted into 
the coOTt, they found adclltiona) prepara- 
tions for defencie. Hie walls were tuaiSiM' 
td for the use of fire-arms, and one or two 
of the small guns, called sackers and falcotis, 
'were mounted at the^ angles and flunking 
turrets/"' ' " - ''■ ' ''-■' 
\' More domestics, both in the Highland 
^nd Lowland dress, instaMly rushed' fern 
the interior 'of the mansion, aild sdnie 
hi^tened to take the horses of the stran- 
gers, while others' waited to marsball tbetn 
a way into the dwelling, house. But Oip* 
l^inDalgetty refused 'the proffered assist- 
ance of those who wished to relieve him 
bf the charge of his horse^ *^ It is my cus- 
tom, iny friends, to see Gustavus (for so I 
have called him after my invincible master,) 
accommodated myself ; we are old friends 
and fellow travellers, and as i often tieed 
the use of life legs, 1 always lend hini in my 
turn the service of my tongue, to call (ot 



mhnievefhe bwoct^asion f^r f and accord^ 
ingly he strode into ^' stable a&er his 
sleed wi(bo»t farther apology. 

Neh^tr Lord Menteith nor his altendJ 
alili<paid tlie sUfM attention to theit horses; 
'buty leaving- them to the proffered care o#* 
^he servants of the piace» walked forward 
fflto the' house* where a sort of dark vaults 
^d vestibule displayed, atnong other ims* 
oelbn^dus arkcles, a huge barrel of two' 
penny ale^ be^de^ieb were ranged tvvo or 
fiiKe wooden queichs or bickers^ jeady, it 
<wottkl appear^ for the service of whomso- 
-ever thought proper to employ tfaein« Lt>rd 
Mlent'C^itJi af^lied himself to the spigot; 
dranfe without €ereniony> and then handed 
the sioup to Anderson^ who ibl lowed his 
masker's exaafiple^ but not until he had 
Hung, out thje driip of ale which rematned, 
and slightly rinsed the wooden cup, 
* '" What the de% roan," said an old Hiijh. 
}a^d servant beionging to the family^ ''can 
stie fto drink aft«y her ain master without 
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jmtbiog the cup and spHliag the ale^ sntf 
bei daamed to her l*" 

^< I was bred in Fnioe^" Mmmtd Aiu 
^ftX9on» ** where nobody dtmks^aih^r im- 
oth<r OQt of the flame cup^ luileBi it be after 
» young lady.'' 

<' The te^ils in their nicety/' said Donaht) 
f« and if the ale be. ^ide, fat the wnur ist 
that another man's beard'ff been in th9 
queich befoire ye ?" 

Anderson's companion drank wi^oat 
pbserving the ceremony whiqh had given 
Ponald so much olfence, and both of them 
follo«('ed their master into the low arched 
stone hall, which was the common* ren-* 
dexvousofa Highland family. Alar^fir^ 
of peats in the huge chimney at the i^iper 
end shed a dim light through the apart* 
meut) and was rendered necessary by the 
damp» by which, even during the summer^ 
the apartment was rendered uncomfortable* 
Twenty or thirty targetSf as ma^y clay« 
morest with, dirksy and platd% and guns,^ 
both matchlock and fire-lock, and long* 
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i»mr% ami crefB-bows^ wid Locbaber a»Mb 
and coats of plate armouf, and s|m1 bmi» 
nets, and i^sd |^aes> <^d Uie more an- 
ciottt lndiergfiODs, or shiits oC reticulated 
vm^ with Ifeood aifd sleeves oorrenpiHidinff 
to it, all hung in eonfttsion about tbe walls^ 
and would have formed a monUi^s amuse- 
inentrta a member of a modem antiquarian 
sodetjr. But such tbii^a were too^famUiar 
to attract much observati<m on the part of 
the pMaeat spectators* 
. There was a large cl&msy oaken table^ 
which the hasty hospitality of the domes-^ 
tic who had before spoken, immediately 
spread with milk, butter, goat^milk cheese, 
a ilagoQ of beer, and a fls^sk of usquebas, 
desigjoed for the refreshment of Lord Men* 
teitb % while an inferior servant made si* 
milar preparations at the bottom of the ta- 
ble for the benefit of his attendants* The 
space which intervened between them was, 
according to the manners of the times, su£- 
' ficient distinction between master and ser- 
vant, even though the former was,' as in 
the present instance, of high rank. Mean- 



twhite they stood t)y the ire/ the yom^ 

'tmblemaA uMl«r the ehimnqr, Md bis m^- 

vnnisiit'SiMiie little distance. -^ 

«^ What do you thtfik^ Andersen,'' jMtiQ 

; the ibrmer, «^ of oar feHow tmvdler ?\ 

^ ^« A stout fellow," replied AiidenAii» 

* ^ if' ^11 be good that is f^eouie* I wn^ 
' we had twenty ^uOb'to put our Teague» Him 
4o sottie-flOrt of dfeeipline^'' 

- ^* I -^i^r from you, AnderiOn,** saift 
Lord Menteith j *• I thmk^hia ifeHdw Dafc 
getty « one of thos^ horse-leeche^ whos« 

- >ppetitfe fw Wood being ooly sharpened by 

• whht he hasisueked in foreign countries^ 
the is -now returlied to batten up<m\that.of 
r his otvtii ' Shame on the pack of these mer- 
cenary swortls-men ! they have made tlie 
name of Scot through all Europe equiva- 
lent to that of a pitfrnV mercenary, wfto 
knows neither -honour nor principle bot 

- his month's pay, who li^nrfiw^ his alfew 
gi-anee from standard to st-andanl, at the 
|fteasui^ of fortune or the best bidder ; nnd 
to i\'ht>se insatiable tbivst for phmder arid 



y^oi t^uapte^s'we <$we much of that civit 
dissehsioa which is now<tttrmQirour«wor(te 
against our own bowels, i had iearce pa« 
tiasce: with the hired gladialor, and yet 
cottid hardly hfelp laughing at the eactreaii- 
t^ of his impudence/' . . ; 

^^ Yoiu* lordship wtti forgive me,'* said 
AtQderson, <' if I recommend to you tfi the 
present circumstaaecB^^toponeeal jat least a 
part of this generous indi^nation^ ; we can* 
not, uafbrtooately , do our work without tfce 
tfjsistan^e of those who act on baser m<v 
lives than our own« To nee the atntin|f 
phrase of the saints in the English Paiiiftp 
ment) ^ro panned spare the assistance of 
such feHows as mxr frsend thesoldado ;^th^e 
sons of Zeruiah are still too many for as," 

>« I must dissemble, then, as: well as. I 
can-^" said Lordi Meateitb, *• as I have hi. 
therto done, upon your hint. But Lwisb 
the fellow at the devil with all nsy heart." : 

' -*^ Ay, but still you mast remember^ my 
lord/' resumed Anderscwi, ««that to eua? 
1^ bite of a scorpion, ^you mvst crush bo^ 
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Other scorpion on the wound— but Jtop, 
we shall be overheard.'' 

From a side-door in the hall glided a 
Highlander into the apartment, whose lofty 
B(aturet complete equipment, as well ta the 
feather in his bonnet; and the confidence 
of his demeaxiour, announced to be a per* 
son c£ superior rsuik* He walked riowly 
up to the table, and made no answer to 
Lord Menteitfa, who, addressing him by the 
nme of Allan, asked him how he did* . 

<^ Ye manna speak to her e'en now,*' 
whispered the ^d attendant 

The tall Highlander, sinking down upon 
the open settle next the fire, fixed his 
eyes upofa the red embers and the huge 
heap of turf, and seemed buried in pro- 
found abstraction. His dark eyes and wild 
and enthusiastic, features bore the air of 
&ne who, deeply impressed with his own 
subjects of meditation, pays little attention 
tO' exterior objects. An air of gloomy se« 
verity, the fruit perhaps of ascetic and so- 
litary habits^ might, in a Lowlander^ have 



been ascribed to religious fanaticism } bu(; 
by that disease of the minds, then so cooor 
moxx both in England and the Low Coun- 
try of Scotland, the Highlanders of thk pe- 
riod were rarely infected. They had, how« 
ever» their own superstitions, which over- 
clouded the mind with thick-coiQing faiv- 
des, as completely as the puritanism of 
their neighbours. > 

<< His lordship's honour," said the High- 
land servant, sideling, up to Lord Meiv 
teitb, and speaking in a' very low tone, 
<< his lordship manna sp^ak to Allan even 
iiow, for the clpud is upon his mind." 

Lord Menteith noddedt and took Qp 
farther notice of the reserved mountaineer. 

*' Said I not/' said the latter, suddenly 
raiding his stately person upright, and look- 
ing at the domestic — ^ said I not that four 
were to come, and here ^tand but three on 
the hall floor?'' 

<< In troth did ye say sae» Allan," said 
tbe old Highlander, '< and here's the fourtb 
man coming clinkiiig in at the yett e'en now 
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from the stable, for he's shelled like a par* 
tan wi' airn on back and breast, faauoch 
^nd shanks. And am I to set her chair up 
•near the Menteith's, or down wi' the ho- 
nest gentlemen at ttie foot of the table i^ 

Lord Menteith himself ans veered the exit* 
qoiry by pointing to a seat beside his owoi» 

^ And here she comes/' said Donald, at 
Captain Dalgetty entered the hall j *^ and 
i hope genilemens will all take bread and 
cheese, as we say in the glens, until better 
4neat be ready, until the Tiernadr comes 
back frae the htU wi' the southern gentle- 
folks, and then, Dugald Cook will shew 
himself wi' Iris kid and hill venisoa." 

In the mean time, Captain Dalgetty had 
entered the apartment, and walking up tp 
the seat placed next Lord Menteith, was 
leaning on the badk of it with his anna 
folded. Anderson and his companion wait- 
ed at the bottom of the table, in a respect* 
f ul attitude, until they should receive per- 
mission to seat themselves; while three xht 
four Highlanders, under the direction of oM 



Donald, ran hither and thither to brio^ ad'-> 
ditiot>al articles of food » or' stbOd sCiU to^ 
give attendance upon tW guests, 
. Id" the midst of these preparations, Afiati^ 
suddenly started up, and snatching a lam{i^) 
from tlie hand of an attendant, held it close' 
to Dalgetty's face, while he perused his- 
features with the tnost heedful and gfave; 
attention; 

« By my honour,^ said Dalgetty; half 
displeased, as, mysteriously shaking hiii 
head, Allan gave up the scrutiny— 'M trow 
that lad* and I wiH ken each other ^hen'we 
meet again/* ' • 

Meanwhite Allan strode to the bottom 
of the table, and having, by the aid of his 
lamp, subjected Anderson and his compa- 
nfon to the* same investigation, stood a mo* 
ment as if in deep reflection, then touching 
his forehead, suddenly seized Anderson by 
the arfn^ and before he could offiir any e0ec- ^ 
tual resistance, bialf led and half dragged 
him to^^ the vadatitseat at the upper end, 
and having mad^ a mote intimation tliat he ^ 
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shcmkt ther6 place himself, he hurried the 
floldado with the same unceremonious pre- 
cipitation to the bottom of the table* The. 
Captain, exceedingly incensed at this free- 
dom, endeavoured to shake Allan from 
him with violence ; but, powerful as he 
waS) he proved in the struggle inferior* 
to the gigantic mountaineer, who threw 
him off with such violence, that after reel-^ 
ing It few paces he fell at full length, and 
the vaulted hall rang with the clash of his 
armour. When he arose, bis first action was 
to draw his sword and to fly at Allan, who, 
with folded arms, seemed to await his on- 
set with the most scornful indifference. 
Lord Menteith and his^ attendants inter- 
posed to preserve peace, while the High- 
landers) snatching weapons from the wall, 
seemed prompt to increase^he broil. 

" He is mad,** whispered Lord Men- 
teith, ** he is perfectly mad ; there is no 
purpose in quarrelling with him.'* 

^* If you are assured that he is nm earn' 
p08 mentUf^' said Captain Dalgetty, << the 
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wbilk his breeding and behaviour seem lo 
testify, the mattei^ mustead here, s^eiugthat 
a madman can neither give an ajB&t>nl;» nor 
render honourable satisfaction. But by my 
saul, if I bad had my^provant and a bottle of 
Rhenish under my belt, I should have stood 
other ways up to him. And yet it's a pity 
he should be sae weak in the intellectuabf 
being a strong proper man of body, fit to : 
handle {uke« morgenstern, ^ or any other 
military implement whatsoever.'' 






* This was a sort of club or mace used in the eax&et 
part of the sixteenth century in the defence of breaches 
and walls. When the Germans msulted a Scotch re« 
giment then beseiged in Trailsund, saying they heard 
there was a ship oome from Denmark to them laden with 
tobacco pipes, '* One of our sddiers/* says Coloael 
Robert Monro^ '' shewi|)g them over the work a M6r« 
geostenit made of a large stock banded with iron, like 
the shaft of a halbert, with a round globe at the end 
with cross iron pikes, saith, ' here is one of the to- 
bacco pipes, wherewith we will beat out your brains 
when you intend to storm us.*" 
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Beace was thiis >«storcd, and the patty 
seated thenvielvea agreeably to thei^ form* 
er arriogement, "withivHteh Allans who had 
raw returned to his "settle by the &*e, and 
^tne)[l again immersed in mecKtationv did 
riot again interfere. Lord Menteith^ address- 
ing the tjrincipal ^rvant^ hostel) edte start 
sfkme tbenie of convjersation \thich slight 
oMifaerme all recollection of the fray that 
had taken place. ^* The laird is at the hiii 
then, Donald, I understand, and some Bi%« 
lish strangers with him ?" 

'* At the hill he is, an it like your ho- 
BObr, and two Saxon calabaleros are wifh 
hiih sure enough; and that is ^f Miles 
Musgrave and Christopher Hall, both from 
the Cumraig, as I think they call tl^eir 
countr^^** 

• •* H^l and MusgrsTe ?" said Lord Men- 
teith, Jiroking at his attendants, •* the very 
m6n that we wished to see.'' 

*• Troth;' said Donald^ •* atf I wish I 
had never seen them between the een,^ for 



ilic^'re come to herry us odt o'. house and , 

« WJiy, Donald," said Lord Mcnteith, 

/^ you did not use to.be so, churlish of your 

teef and ale} southland though they be, 

they'll scarce eat up : all . the cattle that's 

going on the Castle .mains." , . 

« Teil t;are an they did»" said Donald, 
^\ an that war the warst o't, for we have .a 
wfaeen canny trewsmen here thai wadna 
let us want if there was a horoisd beast 
atween this and Perth. But this is a warse 
job«--*its nae less than a wager." 
. *< A wager!" repeated Lord Menteitb, 
mth sdme surprise. 

. *• Troth," continued Donald, to the full 
a$ eager to tell his news as Lord Menteith 
was curious to hear them, ^* as your lord- 
ship iS' a friend and kinsman o' the house, 
an' as ye'U hear aneugh o't in less than ap 
hour, I may as weel tell ye piysel. Ye sail 
be pleased then to know, that when our 
iLaixd was up in £^|^and,;>where 1^ gangs 
▼OL. in. K 
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.oftener than hit friends an wisb, he 
biding at the house o' this Sir Miles Af us» 
gniV€y an' there was putten on the table 
six xrandlestlcksy that th^ teli me wc^e 
twice as muckle as the candlestidcs in 
Dumblane kirk^ and neither airn, brass, nor 
tiu^ but a' solid silva: nae less^;««-up wi 
ttheir English pride, has sae muckle, and 
kens sae little how to guide it ! Sae thej 
began to jeer the Laird, that he saw naa 
ate graith in his ain poor country ; and ths 
Laixd, seprning tohae his country put dowi^ 
without a word for its credit, swore, like 3| 
{rude Scotsman, that be had mair candle: 
sticks, and better candlesticks, in his ain 
castle at hame, than were ever lighted in a 
hall in Cumberland, an Cumberland be the 
name o* thexouptry," 
. . f^. That was paixiotically said," said liprd 
Jdenteith. 

^tiEary tcue-^but her honour had better 
Ifpe l^auden her, tongue,, for if ye say ,oi^ 
i^^og amang.the Saxons that's^ a^ wm ^£^ 
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*■ • • • 

3ifiary,they clink ye down for a wager las fast 
a3 a Lowland smith Would hammer shooo 
en a Highland shelty. An' so the Laird 
behoved either to gae back o' his word, or 
wager twa hundred marks ; and so he e'en 
took the wager, rather than be shamed wf 
the like o' them. And liow he's like to gipt 
it to pay, and Tm thinking that's what makes 
{nm sae sweer to come hame at e'en.** 

" Indeed,** said Lord Menteith, « frotoi 
iny idea of your family plate, Donald, y^war 
ma^^er is certain to lose such a wager/* 

^^ Your honour may swear thatf til' 
where he*3 to get the siller I kentia, iX^ 
ttiough he borrow out o* twenty purses* 
r advised him to pit the twa Saxon gent^ 
jjien and their servants canhily into the pit 
o* the tower till they gae up the bargain of 
ftee guffe-will, but the Laird winna hilar 
reason.** 

^ Alhin here started up, strode forwardt 
said intermpted Uie cotrversation, sajfiagtor 
die domestic in a voice like fhimder, ^ Jbnl . 



2M TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

how dared you to give my brother sui^h 
dishonourable advice ? or how dare you to 
say he will lose this or any other wager 
which it is his pleasure to lay ?" 

*» Troth, Allan M* Aulay,** answered the 
old inan, '< it's no for my father's son to 
gainsay what your father's son thinks fit to 
say, an' so the Laird may no doubt win his 
wager;' A' that I ken against it is, that the 
teil a cftndlestick, or oAy thing like it, is 
in the house, except the auld airn branches 
that hae been here since Laird Kenneth's 
tim^, and the tin sconces that your father 
gard^b'e made by auld Willie Winkie the 
tinkler, mair be token that de'il an unce of 
siller plate or vessel is about the house at 
a', forby the lady's auld posset dish, that 
Virants the cover and ane o* the lugs." 

*^ Peace^ old man 1" said Allan, fiercely ; 
" and do you, gentlemen, if your refection 
is finished, leave this apartment clear ; I 
must prepare it for the reception of these 
southerti guests^** 
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«* Come away/* said the domestic, pull- 
ing Lord Menteith by the sleeve j ** hisc^ 
hour is on hinii'' said he, looking towards 
Allan, ** and he will not be cpntrouled.'' 

They left the hall accordingly. Lord 
Menteith and the Captain being ushered 
one way by old Donald, and the two at- 
tendants conducted elsewhere by another 
Highlander. The former had scarcely 
peached a sort of withdrawing apartment 
^re they were joined by Jhe lord of the 
mansion, Angus M' Aulay by name, and his 
Euglish guests. Great joy was expressed 
by all parties, for Lord Menteith and the 
English gentlemen were well known to , 
each other, and on Lord Menteith's intro;- 
duction, Captain Dalgetty was well recei- 
ved by the Laird. But after the first burst 
of hospitable joy was over. Lord Menteith 
jpould observe that there was a shade of sad- 
ness on the brow of bis Highland friend. 
. ** You must have heard," said Sir Chris- 
topher Hall, << that our fine undertaking 
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» Cumberland is all btown up. Xh^ mU 
Ittia would not march into Scotlandf sai4 
your prick-ear'd Covenanters have boen 
toa bard far ottr frtcndt in tbe^ Boulhetit 
•MfM. And «09 anderstsmlinf thofv ii t9 
be iome stirring work herei Muigmve Mtd 
If rather than sit idle at homf , are oona to 

hass^ % camnaian amanflr vaiu> kUto. aaA 
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<« I hope you have brought arinSy raeti^ 
and ttioncy with you," said Lord MeMeit^ 

smiling. ' ^ 

" Only some dozen or two of troopersi 
whom we left at the last Lowland village/ 
siid Musgrave, <* and trouble enough wa 
had to get them so far.'* * 

♦« As for money,** said his companioiit 
** we expect a small supply from our frietMl 
and host liere.^ 

The Laird now, colouring highly, took 
Menteith a little apart, and- e:S:pressed td 
him his regret that he had faJlea into % 
foolish blunder. 



- ^1 heatil of ibffom JkmmWUU Losi 
ifenteith', scatce ibie ta $upj[nre98 a toiilu 
^<rDevil tdke Umt oiai3Q»n»'' said M^Au- 
)iQr» ^M» ^ttld 'tttll 6verythkigr VKew it*tj» 
Mst <M«'ont'8 liA ;' but it's lioJeMiog nurth 
tot to ycHir neitber, toy Ik)rd, for^ Taeiiliim 
M jrovrf frioiidiy land fhitbrtel ben^voleiie% 
10 a near klrismsur of oar houde^ to htlp me 
out mth the' moaey due to these pockipndU ^ 
diogs; or'6l8e» (to*be pkiii w? ye^ tbfe de^il 
a M'AuIay JwiU theee be at the miiater^ for 
curse mis if I do m)t tiwn ' Govensaster m^ 
lAofir than \&ce these feilows- without pa|i. 
iaoiglixtta.j and^ atlihe l^s^» 1 shall be ill 
^tsm^ at^ geitiaip b^th -l^e scailih aad the^ 
■com." 

: ^ Yoii^ms^ st^ipose, omisin,'' said H^nd 
Menteitb, *^ I am not too well equipt fotf 
now ; but you may^ he assured I shall en^- 
deavoisr to help you as wieU as I caut for 
4iiie Mke c£ old kindredt lieighboufffaood^. 
and allkujbe.'*^ 

" Thank 3re---4hank ye^hank ^e,** Mi» 
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Mfated M'Aulay § ^ and as they ire to 
spend tiie money in t&e King's service, 
what signifies whether you, they, or I pay 
<H*^we area' one man*« bdrns, I hope. But 
you must help me <mt too, or else I shall 
ibe for taking to Andrew Ferrara ; for I like 
.not to be trrated like a liar or a braggtft 
;at my own board^^l, when, Ood knows^ 
I only meant to support my honour, and 
that of my family and country.'' 

Ikmald, as they yfpeet^tfitSSxig^ eptefe4 
with rather a Uither £sice than he might 
have been expected to wear, considmng 
the impending fate of his master's purse 
and' credit. ^*^ Gentlemens, her dinner is 
ready, and her candles are l^ted too/* said 
iDonsdd, with a strong guttural emphasis on 
the last clause of his speeeh« 

^^ What the devil can he mean i^ said 
Musgra^e, Iboyng to his countr)^man. 

Lwd Meiateiih put the same questicta 
with his eyes to' the Laird, which M^ Aiilay 
answered by shaking his head. 



A short dispute about precedence some- 
mhsii delayed their leaving the apartment. 
Lord Mejatdth insisted upoft yielding up 
that which belonged to his rank, on consi- 
deration of his being in his own country, 
and of his near connection with the family 
in which they found themsdves. The 
two English strangers, therefore, were first 
ushered into the hall, where an unexpect- 
ed display awaits them« The large oaken 
table was spread with substantial joints of 
meat, and seats were placed in order for 
the guests. Behind every seat stood, a gi* 
gantia Highlander, completely dressed and 
armed after the fashion of his country, 
holding in his right hand his drawn sword, 
with the point turned downwards^ ac^ in 
the left, a Uaaing torch made of the b<^- 
pine. This wood, found in the morasses, 
is so ftdl of turpentine, that, when ^it and 
dried, it is frequently used in the High- 
lands instead of candles. The unexpect- 
ed and somewhat startling apparition was 

K2 



•ben by tbe rjti glare of the totdiMf wJiidt, 
displayed the wild feature^ wmwai drcm 
aad glittering arms of thoae .who bore thmub 
while the^moke, edd}*ii^ up tpA^ x»of of 
the hall, over-canopied them with a¥(dlUll9:; 
of vapour* Ere the strangers had recjosres^ 
ed from their surprisct Allan steptfwwan^: 
and pointing with his sheathed hn^«lwQr^ 
to the toreh^be»rers» said^ in a dee^ aaul 
atem tone of voice^ *f Beholds gcsideiqep' 
cavaliers, the chandeliers of my brothci^ 
hoiise^ the ancient fashion c( oar a^de^i 
name ; not one of these men kmm Wf 
law but their Chiera command^— TXfouJd |H|it 
dare to compare to them in value the rMti« 
ekt ore that ever was dug out of ihe:ipitie? 
How say you» cavaliers ?-hui yo«r ^^BHt 
won or lost?" 

^< Losti lost^'^ said Musgraye gai^— -f^ unr 
own silver candlesticks are all melfc^ af^ 
tiding on horseback by tbfs Ma|?» aoil t 
wish the fellows that enlisted ifere h«)f f|a 
trusty as tb^e« Her^ sirt** he a44td£t(i 



t 

the €3iic^ ^ fa yotHT' mowyi it impmn 

deb^ of honour laui^ be sftded;'' 

• <* My father's curse upon my Other's 
MO,'* said Allan, interrupting him, ** if he- 
receive from you one penny. It is enough 
that you clatm no jright to exact from him. 
tifaat is his own.'' 

Lord Menteith eagerly supported AU 
hm^s opinion^ and the elder M'AuIay rea- 
lly joined, declaring the whole to be » 
Ibol^ business, and not worth speaking; 
nioce about. The Englishmen, after some 
•onrteous opposition, were persuaded t^^ 
Kgard the whole as a joke. 
^ ^« And now, Allan,'' said the Laird^^ 
^please to remove your candles ; for, since 
the Saxon gentlemen have seen them, thev 
ijrfll tat their dinner as comfortably by the 
l^t ef the old tin sconces without scoai*> 
Miiiig tJiem ipith so much smoke." 
: <! AiMor^ogly, at a sign from Allan, the 
lfil^:diaadeliers», refsovering their broadi» 



firofd^ and holding the prait erect, march- 
ed out of the hall, and left the guesto to 
CDJogr tlieff refteiluDeiit. 



•♦ 
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CHAPTER V. 

ThKNkj 80 fearleiiHe and bo ^ be grew. 

That his ow^e vfi^ aod maialer of his guiae^ 

Bid often tremble at hia horrid view ; 

And if finr dread of hurt would him adyise. 

Hie angry beastea not raahly to despise. 

Nor loo mnch to prowke; in he would leanie 

The lyon atoup to him in lowly wise, 

(A lesson hard,) and make the libbard steme 

Leaye roorfaigy when in ra^ he fbt teveofe did eame. 

J^OTWiTBVtAxmvQ the proverbial epi- 
Gurism of the Englishy — ^proverbial, that 
is to say, in Scotland at the period,— -the 
English visitor^ made no %ure whatever 
at the entertainment compared widi the 
portentous voracity of Captain Dalgetty, 
although that gftllant soldier had already 
displayed much steadiness and pertinacity 
in his attack upon the refreshment set bCt 
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fore them stt their eatrance^ by way of for- 
lorn hopel He spake to no one during 
the time of his meal ; and it was not until 
the victu^s were nearty withdrawn frcmi 
the table» that he. gratified, the rest of tfar 
company, who had watched him wtdi 
some surpriaer v^tfa an apo^mAt of tk^^rea^ 
tons why he ate so very &st and s^ very 
loldg* 

«* The former ^juudityV * h? ' wid, ^ he 
had acquired while he -ItUcdB^ plaee afe^the 
biirsar's table, at the Mareschal- College of: 
Aberdeen, wben^" s^id be|.,** if yo^i idtd 
not move your jaws as fast as a pair of 
castanets, you were very unlikely to g^^ 
anythuig to put betweea them. Ami aa 
foor th» quantity ol' my feod^ be it * knMMi 
to this honourable* company,'^ <ciMitimied 
theCaptain, << that it'# tlifO daty of eVeiy^ 
ctomafider of a fortress, on all 4>ceasioM^ 
wMA clTer, to secure as mucb mumtteA'^ 
and vivers as their magazines can possibly* 
MAt ttot.kao^wkig when they maybav«<tie 
BMtain a aiegte or a bkokade* Unoa whidi: 



pRUcipIet gendepnen^^ said h^« <^ whtii a 
c$99]itJC find4 that provaot 13 goo^ ai)d 
ajboadafiti hewiiii in my^ estimatipoi d^ 
wiie{.y to vieiuiil hima^lf far a^t Iqa^t (lurfff 
di^s» as there k no knowing wl)en b^ majT 
coipe by apotber meaU'^ 

The Laird expressed his acQuiespeiKia 
Ili?the prudenqe of tbt| prioqif^^ and l^ 
comniended to the veteran to add a tiisa^ 
bcandy and a ^goa of clair^jt to tkie 
ata^al prpvi3ipns he bad already laid 1% 
to which proposal the CapUiA readiljr 
agreed. 

When dinner was removed, a^d tb# aei^ 
wVi1» had withdrawn, exceptinj the Laird'Si 
page or henchman, who ren^aiaad ,ia ^ 
apartment^ to call fQr qt^ bfing> whatever 
wai wanted, or, in a word, to answ^ei thy 

P^rpwes of a n»odem beU-wir?, Ibe ciwir 

ipwsation began to tqm upon poUtio% and 
lA^ state of tbe country ; a^fd Jjord Men** 
ti^ith^ inquired anxioiisly and p^tf^ulai^ 
i|^a^ clans were e3^p?qte4 to joip th». pi^ 
posed muster of the KM^g's friepdt. 



<' That depends mudi, my loid) mi the 
person who lifts the banner,'* said tbe 
Laird ; ^* for you know we Hi^landers 
are not easily commanded by one of our 
own Chieft, or, to say iht truth, by any 
other body. We have heard a rumour, in- 
deed, that Colkitto--*that is^ young Col- 
kitto, or Alaster McDonald, is come ovei 
the Kyle from Ireland, with a body of tiie 
Earl of Antrim's people, and that they had 
got as far as Ardnamurchan. They might 
have been here before now, but, I suppose 
ihey wanted to plunder the country as they 
came along." 

<< WiQ Colkitto not serve you ibr a 
leader, then 7^ said Lord Menteitln 

<' Colkitto!" said Allan M^Aulay, scorn- 
fully ; '< who talks of Colkitto ?~Xh€re 
lives but one man whom we will foUov^ 
smd that is Montrose." 

<< But Montrose, sir," said Sir Christc 
pher Hall, <^ has. not been heard of since 
our ineffectual attempt to rise in the North. 

8 



^It it tfaonght he has returaed to the King 
at Oxford for ftirther iostructioos.'* 

<* Returned !** said Allan, with a scorn- 
ibl laugh ; <Vl could tell ye, but it is n#t 
"worth 11^ while ; ye will know soon 
enough/' 

«« J^'my hoaont, AUas,** said Lord Men- 
teith, *< you wiU weary out your friends 
with this intolerable, froward, and sullen 
]»inour~-But I know the reason,** added 
jhe, laughing; «' you l)'^i,Y!iS not seen An- 
HQt JLjle id-day.*' 

^' Whoin did yoii say I had not seen ?" 
said Allan, sternly. 

^ Annot Lyle, the feiry queen of song 
and minstrelsy,'^ said Lord Menteitk 

*« Would to God I were never to see 
her again,'' said Allan, sighing, <^ on con- 
dition the same ward were laid oli you !" 

<< And why on me?" said Lord Men- 
tekh, earelessly* 

•* Because,*' said Allan, «« it is written in 
your forehead^ that you are to be the riiiii 
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of «iefa othcrn'' So aayifog^ his ime ^p tti 
left therootii. 

^« Has hie been )ong in tkis wajr ^ ttud 
Lord Mentfeitb, aUdrteiing hii brothel, ' 

^< About threo dajrs/' said Angus ^ '«« tihe 
fit is well nigh over, he will be better to 
aa0lfaw«-*Bttt.c<nn^ gentiem^ir, dori*t'Iet 
die iappit- heir scra^gh to be^^eofiptied^-t-lbl 
lUlig^s : heal th» King Charles's health, and 
may the coveoanting dog that ^efasea-il^ 
go to: Heaven by tlie road :of the '6nas> 
market*" 

The health was quiokly emptied^ and 
as fast succeeded by another^ and aiiothiav 
and another, all of a party oast^ aad ei^ 
farced in an earn^t matinen Gaptaia 
Dalgetty, howev^, thought it necessaiy 
t^ enter a protest 
i ^^ Gentlemen cavaliers,'* be si^ ^ I drink 
these healths, prima, both out of respect to 
this honourable and hospitable roo&tre^ 
and mcumio, because! hold it ootjgood to 
be preceese in such matters, int^ poettei 
but I protest, agreeable to the warraa> 



J 
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dice gm&ted by this hoDoumt^lord, tiat 
it irfiall be free to lee, notwithstmding mgr 
poiesetit oomplatsaQce^ to take service with 
the Co¥fituint0rs to^mofrpv^i ptwiding I 
ahaU be ao mindail*'' 

M^Aulay and hia English gueska atareA 
aft thia declaraitont which wo^ki have Qe» 
imnif^brndntw di8tarbanee> ifXord Metf> 
teith had not taken up tha affiiir, and ea^ 
platoed the circumstancea and ctHiditionl 
**'I trust/' he concluded, ** we shall be able 
to secure Captain Dalgetty 's assistance to 
our own party." 

^ And if not/' said the Laird, ^ I j^ro^ 
test) as the Captain says, that nothing tbatt 
has pi»sed this evening, not even his ha- 
vibg^ nten my bread and salt, and pledged 
me in brandy, fiourdeaux, or usque^iaii^l^ 
fliiaii' prejudice my cleaving him td the 
iieck>^bc»ie/' 

•* You shall be heartily welcome,*^ said 
the Cs^tain, ^< providing my sword caiiqcLt 
ketf my head, wliieh it has, done in worse 
doegers than your feud is likely i» m9k» 
for me.* 
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Here I^ord Menteith again interposed, 
Md the concord of the company being .with 
no small difficulty restored, was cemented 
by some deep carouses. Lord Mentetthi 
however, contrived to break up the party 
earlier than was the usage of the Castle, 
under pretence of fatigue and indispositioo. 
This was somewhat to the disappointin^nt 
of the valiant Captain, who, among other 
habits acquired in the Low Countries, had 
acquired both a disposition to drink, and a 
capacity to bear, an exorbitant quantity of 
strong liquors. 

Their landlord ushered diem in . person 
to a sort of sleeping gallery, in which there 
was a four-posted bed, with tartan curtains, 
and a number of cribs, or long hampers, 
placed along the wall, three of which, well 
stuffed with blocMning heather, were pre- 
pared for the reception of guests. 

^< I need not tell your lordship,' said 
M^Aulay to Lord Menteith a little apart, 
^< our Highland mode of quartering. Only 
that, not liking you should sleep in the room 
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alone With this German land-louper, I have 
caused your servants' beds to be made here 
in the gallery. By G — d^ my lord, these 
are times when, men go to bed with a throat 
hale and Bound as ever swallowed' brandy, 
and before nelt morning it may be gaping 
like an oyster-shell." 

Lofd Menteith thanked him sincerely, 
saying, << It was just the arrangement he 
would have requested ; for, although he 

r 

had not the least apprehension of violence 
from Captain Dalgetty, yet Anderson was 
a better kind of person, a sort of gentle^ 
nan, whom he always liked to have near 
his person.** 

^ I have not seen this Anderson,** said 
M*Aulayj *• did you hire him in Eng- 
land?* 

" I did so,** said Lord Menteith j " you 
will see the man to-morrow ; in the mean«i 
time I wish you good night." 

His host left the apartment after the 
evening salutation, and was about to pay 
the same complioient to Captain Dalgetty, 
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iJiA observing him deeply engag'ed in the 

discussion of a huge pitcher filled with 

brMdy posset, he thought it a pity to dis* 

ttnt) hitn in so laudable an etriployment, 

and took bis leave without farther cae^ 

iiony. 

Lord Menteith's two attendants enter- 

td th^ apartment almost immediateiy af- 

ttsr his depai^ture. The good Gaptain, 

who was now somewhat encumbered widi 

his good cheer, began to find the tin* 

dehig of the clasps of his armour a task 

ibfisewhat difficult, and addressed Anderi 

i6ti in thes6 words, interrupted by a slight 

Mccup, — •• Anderson, my good friend, you 

may read- in Scripture, that he that pa t- 

teth off his armour should not boast IHm^ 

self like he that putteth it on — I believe 

that is net the right word of commitnd $ 

Imt the plain truth of it is, I am like to 

deep in my corslet,- like many an honest 

ftfflbw that nei^r waked again, uoles ^oti 

liilMsfe this buckle.** ' 

•.7. 
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f^ Undo his armour, Sifabaldy'* said Ao^ 
derson to the other s^vaat* 

^* By St Andrew i" said the Captaio^ tsn^ 
tqg. round in great; asteaitshmeiit, ^ hcv^ 
a common. &lk> 9^-4 stipendiary with fimt 
pounds a*year and a livery-cloak, thjobt 
hinoself too good to serve Ilitt^master Dcu 
gald Dalgetty of Dcumthwaeket^ who faa» 
studied humanity at the Mamschai Gol!€^ 
of Aberdeen, and ^served naU* the, ^noet 
9fJSurcq[>eP 

/ ^.Captain Da%etty»'' said Lord Men^. 
teitl>» i^bose lot it was to stand peaeeankM 
tbfXKigbout the ew^ening, *< please to undefk. 
stand that Anderson waits upon no. one but 
myself;} but I will help Sibhald tovundo^ 
your OiQi^let with nuic;h pleasure" 
.. ♦« Toa mueh trouble fco: you^ roy Iwd** 
oaid Dalgetty ; << and yet it would do yoit* 

no harm to practice hi6w a^andsonm har«; 
new is poJt on and . put o£ I can step an , 
«pd QVt i^C^ne U^e aglQve ; only to-night** 
although not dnim, I am* tn^ the.<^Mi 
pbraie» mm e&ogpnie gramdm.^ 



. By .'this time he was uisdidl^ md stood 
before the fire mimng with a face of drunk- 
en wisdom on the erente of the eyeniiig. 
What: deemed chiefly to interest htai, was 
the character of Aliaa M^Aulay. *^ To 
eome Over the Eoglishmeii so cleverly with 
his Highland torch i^bea^ers-^ eight bare- 
breeched Roriies for six ^Iver candkUicks ! 
-^rt was a ma8teT.piece--^feiirdli^|M^^<?--it 
was {Mrfact legerdemaiit-<^aodto be a mad- 
man after 111 !*-^I doubt greatly, my lordi 
(shaking his head,)', thit I must allow iam» 
ootwithrtanding his relationdiip to' your 
lordship, the privileges of a rational per- 
son, and either bstlo<m him sufficteatly to 
expiate the .violence offered to my fenaoi 
or eke bring it to a matter of merUi arbi- 
trement, as becometh an insohed cava^ 
Jfer.'' 

^ If you cafe to hear a long story,'' said 
JLord Menteith^ <« at thb time df nigbt, I 
can tell you why the circumstances ot Al« 
lan's birth account so w^U for his singular 
character, as to put such satishK^tt efi* 
tirely out of the question/' 



^< A lo^g ^toiy» my lord," said Captain - 
Dalgetty, <* is next to a good evening 
4»agllt and a war A nigfat^^ap : the best 
BHoeti^hortt for Rawing on a sonnd sleep* 
And since yoiur lordsUp is (leased to take 
the irosible to tell it, I shall rest your pa« 
lient and obliged auditor/' 

<^ AnctersoBy" said Lord Menteith, <' and 
^yoi^ StbMd, are dying to hear, I rappose» 
^ tim ^tcai^e «an too^ «nd I believe I 
Tomb indulge your curiomty, that you may 
loQbOw how to behave to him in time of 
iieed»-*you had better step to the fire 
Ikea.'' 

Having thus assembled an andience 
^about him* Lord Menteith sat down upon 
the edge (^the ifeur-posted bed, while Cap^ 
iam BNilgefety, wiping the relicks of the 
posset #Mi his .beard and mustachoes, and 
repeating the ftrst verse of the Lutheran 
psatot J^ g9t9r gm§ter lobem den Herm^ 
tic. rolled himself into one of the piaoes of 
repoie» and^ tbrijwting hfis shock pate from 
lietwew the Mwkets^ listened to Lord Men- 

VOL. III. L 



218: TALM OT MY ZJOmUMS}* 

teith's relation in a most hixurlons state, 
between sleeping arid waking. ' 

« The flither/* said Lord Meiiteith, « of 
the two brothers, Angus and Allan M'Aa. 
lay, was a gentleman of consideration and 
iismily, being the chief of a Highland clan, 
of good account, though not nutiierous; 
his lady, the mother of these young men, 
was a gentlewoman of good ,- fatni ly, if I 
may be permitted to say so of <Jne nearly 
connected with my own. Her brother, an 
honourable and spirited, youttg man, ob- 
tained ffotn Janfies the Sixth a grant^of fo- 
restry, and other privileges, over a royal 
6bace adjacent to thid castlfe j and, in exer- 
cisjng and defending these rights, he v^as 
so unfortunate as to involve himself in ^ 
quarrel with some <rf our Highland ftte* 
boOters or caterans, dP wl^om I think, Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, you muM have h^alrlt^'' 

<< And that I hav^*' said the Captain, 
exerting himself to answer the appeal* 
«< Before I left the Mareaehal €Mleg« of 
Aberdeen, Dujgald Garr wio playing the 
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deirM i a tbe Garioch^ aad the Farquharsoni 

• 

on Dee-sidCj and tiie Qan Cbattan on the 
Goidons' lands, and the Grants and Came- 
rona in Moray-land . And since that, I have 
seen the Cravate and Pandours in Pannonta 
and Transylvania, and the Cossacks from 
theJPoIish frontier, and robbers, banditti, 
and. barbarians of all countries besides, so 
that I have a distinct idea of your broken 
fi^Mandnven.^' 

9< The dan,'' said Lord Menteith, << with 
v^hom tile maternal uncle of the M^Auiays 
had been placed in feud, was a small sept of 
butdttti, called, from their houseless state, 
and thetr incessantly wandering among the 
mountains .and glens, the Children of the 
Mist. They are a fierce and hardy people^ 
^tb aU the irritabUity, and wild and venge^ 
ful passions, proper to men who have vk^ 
ver known therestraint of civiUeed society^ 
A party of tbeii» lay in wut for the unfor* 
tttoate Warden of the Forest, surprised him 
while huating done and unattended^ and 
dew bim witb every cifcauiitance of in^ 



vcntivc? cruelty. They cut oS Im hMd, 
and resdved^ in a braviydo, to exhibit Itat 
the caBtle of his brother ia-k w» The ' hkd 
was absent* and the lady reiluc^ntly^ recet- 
ved a5 gaests, men against whom^ perhaps^ 
she was afraid to shut her gates^ - Refresh- 
n^ents were pladed before the Children of 
the Af iat,' who took an opportiinily to- take 
the head, of tiieir victim from tbe plkO: in 
which it was wrapped, placed it on the 
tablcv pat a piecie of bread between the 
lifeless jaws, bidding them do their office 
now* since many a good meal they had 
eaten at that table. The lady^ who had 
been absent for some household purpose^ 
entered at this momenta and, upon be- 
holding her brother's head, fled, like an 
arrow, out of the house into the woods, ut- 
tering shriek upon shriek. The ruffians, 
satisfied' with this savage tdumph, witb- 
drewv The terrified menuris, after ovnco- 
ming the alarm to which th^ hitd been 
subjected, sought their mafortUiHate mis- 
tress in every difection, but ahe.waa no- 
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wfafre to be fomd. The unfortantte has* 
faaiid returned next day, and, with the as- 
aiataiK^ of hia people, undertook a more 
anxiotusi and distant search, but to- equally 
Iftile purpose. It was believed universally,, 
tfaaty in the ecstacy of her terror, she must 
nther have thrown herself over oAe of the 
numeitms precipices which overteng the 
river, or into a deep lake about a mile tirooi 
the castle* Her loss was the more lament^ 
led, as she was six months zAv^noe^ in her 
pregnancy ; Angus M'Aut^ayi her eldest 
smi, tiaving been born about eighteen 
months before— *~-But I tire yon. Captain 
Dalgetty, and you seem inclined to sleep*'' 

•* By no means,** answered the soldier j 
*k1 am no whit somnolent ; I always hear 
best with my eyes shut* It is a "fiishion I 
learned when I stood centineL'' 

** And I dare say," said Lord Menteitl^, 
attde to Anderson, <^the weight of the hal^ 
bert of the serjeant of tlie rounds often 
made him open thetn/' 

Beiiag apparently, however, in the hu- 
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moar of story* telKng, thd )30dDg nobleama 
went oDi addresfifog himself chiefly to Us 
servants^ witboat mifiding the dumbersDg 
veterim. 

. " Every baron in the country," said kc, 
" now swore peveoge for thisdread&l crime. 
They took arms with the relations andfaio* 
ther-in«l^ of the mu^eried person, asd 
the Children of the Mist were hunted dowDi 
I believe, with as little m^cy as they had 
themselves manifested. iSeventeen headsi 
the bloody trophies of their vengeai>ce, 
were distributed among the allies, afidJed 
the crows upon the gates, of their castles. 
The survivors sought out more distant wil- 

-dernesses, to which they rtetreated."* 

" To your right hand, counter-march 
and retreat to your. former gnwnd,'* said 
Captain Dalgetty j the military phrase ha* 
ving produced the correspoiident word. of 
commmid j and then starting up, professed 

• he bad been profoundly attentive to^everjT 
word that had been speken*. 
<< It is the custom in summer/' ^aid JUffi 
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MejEklet A» without mmding bis apology, ** to 
send the cow9 to the upland pastures to 
IiftTe the benefit of the grass j and the maids 
of the village, and of the family, go there 
to tniik them m the morning and evening. 
While thus employed, the females of this 
fjimily, to their ^eat terror, perceived that 
their. motions were' watched at^a distance 
by a pale, thto^ meagre figure, bearings a 
strong resemblance to their deceased mis« 
tress, and passing, of course, for her appa- 
rition. When some of the boldest resolved 
to approach this &ded form, it fled from 
them into the woods with a wild shriek. 
The husband^ informed of this circum- 
stance, came up to the glen with some at- 
tendants, and took his measures so well as 
to intercept the retrj^t of the unfortunate 
fugitive^ and to secure the person of his 
unfortunate lady, though her intelidct pro- 
ved to be totally deranged. How she 
supported hexseif dui:kig ber wandering in 
the woods could not be known — some sup- 
posed she lived upon roots and wild bei*- 
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ries, wHh which the woods at thict sesaM 
abounded ^ but the greater part of. the vid« 
gar were satisfied that she murt ba^ve siih> 
msted upon the milk of the wtfd doe8» or 
been nourished by the fiucieai or supported 
in some manner equally mwireUous. Hci 
re^ appearance was more easily accounted 
for. She had seen from the thicket the 
milking of the cows^ to superintend which 
had been her faFOurite domestic employ* 
ment, and the habit bad prevailed even in 
her deranged state of mind. 

'* In due season the unfortunate lady was 
delivered of a boy^ who not €»ily shewed 
no appearance of having sufered from his 
mother's calamities, but appeaMd to be so 
infant of uncommon health and strength* 
The unhappy mo^er, after her confine* 
ment, recovered hes reason— *at least iaa 
great Iheasure, but never her health ai^ 
spirits. Allan was h&r only joy. Her at- 
tention to him was uoremittiag ^ and mi- 
questionably she must have impressed upon 
his early mind many of those superstitious 
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ideas to which his moody and enthusiastic 
temper gave so ready a reception. She 
died when he was about ten years old. Her 
last words were spoken to him in private ; 
but there is little dou'bt that they convey- 
ed an injunction of vengeance upon the 
Children of the Mist, with which he has 
since amply complied. 

<' From this moment the habits of Allan 
M'Aulay were totally changed. He had 
hitherto been his mother's constant com- 
psttiion^ listening to her dreams, and re- 
peating his own,- and feeding his imagina- 
tion, which, probably from the circum- 
stances preceding his birth; was constitur * 
tidnally deranged, with all the wild and 
terrible superstitions so comnion to the* 
mountaineers, to which his unfortunate 
mother had become much addicted since 
her brother's death. By living in this man- 
ner, the boy had gotten a timid, wild, 
startled look, loved to seek out solitary 
places in the woods, and was never so^ 
much terrified as by the approach of chil. 
^ ^ l2 
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dren of the same age. I remember, al- 
though some years younger, being brought 
up here by my father upon a viaiti nor 
: can I forget the ^stooidaiment with which 
I saw this infant -hermit shun every at- 
. tempt I made to engage him in the sports 
natural to our age. I can remember h^ 
father bewailing his disposition to mine, 
and alleging, at the same time, that it-was 
impossible for him to take from his wife tte 
company of the boy, as he seemed to be 
the only consolation that remained to her 
in this world, and as the amusement which 
Allan's society afibrded her seeoied to pre- 
,vent the recurrence, at least in its full 
force, of that fearful malady by which she 
bad been visited. But, after the death of 
his mother, the habits and manners <^ the 
boy seemed at once to cbangi^ It is true be 
remained as thoughtful and serious as be^ 
fore ; and long fits of silence and abstnc- 
tkm shewed plainly that his di^iosition, to 
this respect, was ia qo degree alt^^« 
JBut at other timesi he sought out the 
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rendezvouses of the youth of the clan, 
which he bftd hitherto seemed anxious to 
avoid. He took share in all their exer- 
cises ; and, from his very extraordinary 
personal strength, soon excelled his bro- 
ther and other youths, whose age con- 
siderably exceeded his own. They who 
had hitherto held him in contempt, now 
feared^ if they did not love him ; and, in- 
stead of AUaa's being esteraaed a dreaming, 
womanish^ and feebled-minded boy, those 
who enconntered him in^^rts or miJitary 
e&ercise, now complained that, when heat- 
ed by the strife, he was too apt U> turn 
game into earnest, and to forget that he 
was otily eng£^d in^ a'fiie&dly trial of 
8trength.«~But 1 speak to regardless ears," 
•said Lord Menteith, interrupting himsell^ 
for the Captain's nose now gave the most 
:iiidi8p«3table signs that he. was fast locked 
w the arms of oblivion. 

'* If yoQ mean the ears of that snoi^ting 
swim^ my lord," s»kl Andersoe, " tbey 
are, indeed, shut to anything that you can 
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aay ; oevertheless, this place Imng unfit for 
more private conference, I hope you will 
have the goodness to proceed, fot SibbaM's 
benefit and for mine. Tbe^ history of thk 
poor young fellow has, a deep and wild in* 
terest in it." 

f< You must know, then/' continued 
Lord Menteith, *^ thai; Allan cootinaed to 
increase in strength and activity till, his fif- 
teenth year, about which time he assumed 
a total independence of character, and 
impatience of ^ontroul, which mueh alat «• 
ed his survivii]^ parent. He was absent in 
the woods for whole days ^nd nigbts,^^ under 
pretence of hunting, though he did mot al- 
ways bring home game. His Either was the 
vnate alarmed, because several ofthe-Ghti^ 
. dren of the Mist, eqcouiaged by tiie hs* 
creasii^ trcHil^s of the stMc^ had/voitured 
back to thdr old haunts^ nor did he tUsk 
it altogether safe to renew any attackupon 
thenu The risk of Allan, in his wander- 
ings, suiMAining in^uy from these, vindic* 
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tive firee-booters^ was a perpetual source 
of apprehension. 

^' 1 was myself upon a visit to the castle 
when this matter was brought to a crisis. 
Allan bad. been abtseiit since day* break in 
the woods, where I had sought for him in 
vBin ; it was a dark stormy night, and he 
did not retorm His fkther expressed the 
utmost anxiety, and spoke of detaching a 
party at the dawn of morning in quest of 
him, w%en» as we were sitting at the sup- 
per^table, the door suddenly opened, and 
Albn entered the room with a proud, 
firm, and confident air. His intractability 
tif temper, as well as the unsettled state of 
his mind, had such an influence over his 
fi^er, that he suppressed all other tokens 
of (Uspleasure, excepting the observation 
that I had killed a fat buck, and had re- 
turned before 8un*set» while he supposed 
AHan, who had been on the hill till mid» 
night, had returned with empty handsi* 
^ Are you sure of thati* said Allan, fierce- 
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fy;. < here is-sometbiag will tell j'ou toot 
ttier tale.' 

*« We rtow observed his haiids wferc 
bloody, amd th&t there were spots of blood 
^on his face, and wa&ted the issue wit^ im- 
patience ; when suddenly, undoing the cor* 
ner of his plaid, he rolled down on the ta- 
ble a human bead, bloody and new se- 
vered, saying, at the ^me time, < Lie thou 
where the bead of a better man lay before 
yeJ From the hagard features, and ms^ 
ted red- hair and beard, partly grizzled w^ 
age, his father and others present recog 
nised the head of Hector of the Mist, a 
well-known leader among the outlaws, re* 
doubted for strength and ferocity, who 
had been active in the murder of the un- 
fortunate warden, and had escaped by 
desperate defence and extraordinary agili 
ty, when so many of his companions wen 
destroyed. We were all, it may be be 
jieved, struck with surprise, but AlUm re^ 
ihsed to gratify our curiosity ; and we only 
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conjectured that he mutt have overcame 
the outlaw after a deBperate struggle^ be* 
. caus& we discovered that he had sustained 
several wounds from the contest. All mea- 
sures were now taken to ensure hitn agaiD9t 
the vengeance of the freebooters^ but nei- 
ther his wounds nor the positive command 
of his father, nor even the locking the gates 
of the castle and the doors of his apartment, 
, w^re precautions adequate to prevent AU 
laa fiom seeking out the very persons to 
whom he was peculiarly obnoxicniSb^ He 
made his escape by night from the window 
.of the apartment, and laughing at his fa- 
ther's vain care, produced on one occasicm 
.the bead of one, and upon another those of 
two of the Children of the Mist. At length 
, these men, fierce as they were, became ap- 
palled by the inveterate animosity and ati- 
idaeity with which Allan sought out their 
feces^es. As he never hesitated to encou^ 
ter any odds, they concluded that he muflit 
jbear. a charmed life, or fight under theguaj^* 
dianship of some supernatural influenoo. 
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Neither gun, dirk, nor dourlach, they said, 
availed aught against him. They imputed 
this to the remarkable circumstances under 
which he was bom ; and at length five or sdx 
of the stoutest Caterans of the Highlands 
would have fled at Allan's halloo, or the blast 
of his horn. In the meanwhile, however, 
they carried on their old trade,, and did 
the M'Aulays, as well as their kinsmen 
and allies, as much mischief as they could. 
This provoked another expedition against 
the tribe, in which I had my share; we 
surprised them effectually, by i)esetting 
at once the upper and under passes of the 
county, and made such clean work as is 
usual on these occasions, burning and slay- 
ing right before us. In this terrible species 
of war, even the females and the helpless 
do not sdways escape. One little maiden 
ftlone, who smiled upoiv Allan's drawn 
dkk, escaped' hiis vengeance upon my ear- 
nest entreaty. She was brought to the 
castle^ and here bred up under the name 
of Annot Lyle, the most beautiful little 
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laiiy certainly that ever danced upon a 
heath by moon^light. It was long ere AU 
laa could endure the presence of the child, 
until it occurred to hjui imaginatton, from 
her features perhaps, that she did not W 
long to the hated blood of his enemies^ 
but had become their captive in some of 
their incursions ; a circumstance not in 
itself impossible, but in which he believes 
as firmly as in holy writ. He is particular- 
ly delighted by her skill in music, which is 
so exquisite, that she far exceeds the best 
performers in this country in playing on the 
clashach or harp. It was discovered that this 
produced upon the disturbed spirits of AL 
Ian; in his gloomiest moods, beneficial ef> 
facts, similar to those experienced by the 
Jewish monarch of old } and so engaging 
is the temper of Annot I^yle, so fascina* 
ting the innocence and gaiety of her di^^o* 
sitton, that she is considered and treated in 
the castle rather as the sister of the pro- 
prietor, than as a dependent upon his cha- 
rity. Indeed, it is impossible for any one 



to 8M her without beii^ deeplyt interested 
bj^ the ingenuity, liveliness end sweetn^ 
i9f her disposition.'' 

"Take care> my lard,** said AndersoDv 

^^tmiUng i ^< there is danger in such violent 

Gommeadattona. Allan M^Aulay, as your 

lordship describes him, would prove do 

very safe rival*" 

^< Pooh! pooh!" said Lord MenteitJii 
laugh ing, yet blushing at the aame time; 
.>< Allan is not accessible to the passion of 
love ; and for myself," said he naore grave^ 
ly, ^* Annot's unknown birth is a sufficient 
reason against serious designs, and her un- 
protected state precludes every other." 

.«• It is spoken like yourself, my lorA" 
said Anderson«-«^< Bat I tn^t you vfiH 
proceed with your interesting story." 

^* It is well nigh finished^" said Lo^d 

. Mentdth ; " I have only to add, tliat, from 

the great strength and courage of Allan 

M^Aulay, from: his en^getic and unoofi* 

4Kmbble: diqpoflitiQiii and fjx>m an opmm 
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fenerally entertained aud encouraged by 
himself^ that lie holds communion With su- 
pernatural beings, and can predict future 
events, the dan pay a mu<)h greater de- 
gree of deference to him than even to bis 
brother, who is a bold-hearted rattling 
Highlander, but with nothing which can 
possibly rival the extraordinary character 
of his younger brother.*' 

" Such a character,'* said Anderson, 
" cannot but have the deepest effect on 
the minds" of a Highland host. We miist 
gccure Allan, my lord, at all events. What 
between bis bravery and his second sight"— 

"Hush!" said Lprd Menteith, « that 
owl is awaking." 

*♦ Do you talk of the second- sight, or 
deuteroscopiaV said the soldier j «< I re- 
member memorable Major Monro telling 
me how Murdoch Mackenzie, born in As- 
8int, a private gentleman in a company 
and a pretty sdidier, foretold the death of 
Donald Tough, a I^ochaber man, and cef- 
taia other persons, as well as the hurt of 
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the m^jor himself at a sudden oofall at die 
siege of Trailesund.'' 

•• I have often heard of thi^ faculty,** 
observed Anderson, '* but I have always 
thought those pretending to it wer$ either 
enthusiasts or impostors/' 

^ I should be loth/' said Lord Menteith» 
*< to apply either character to my kinsman, 
Allan M^Aulay. He h^s shewn on many 
occasions too much acuteness and sense, 
of which you this night had an instance^ 
for the character of an enthnsiast ; and hia 
high sense of honour, and manlineiss of dis^ 
position,, free him firom the charge of im^ 
posture." 

** Your lordship,, then/* said Anderson, 
^* is a believer in his supernatural attri* 
butes ?'• 

^* By no means/' said the young noble^ 
man ; ^' I think that he persuades himself 
that the predictions which are, in reality* 
the result of judgment and reflection, are 
aupernatural impressions on his mind, just 
as fanatics conceive the workings of their 
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own imagination to be divine inspiration— 
at least, \f this will not serve yoa, Ander- 
son, I have no better explanation to give ; 
and it is time we were all asleep after the 
toilsome journey of the day.** 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Coming eveals caat their shadows befoie. 

Campbill. 



At an early hour in the morning the 
guests of the Castle sprung from their re- 
pose ; and, after a moment's private con* 
versation with his attendants. Lord Men- 
teith addressed the soldier, who was seat- 
ed in a corner burnishing his corslet with 
rotstone and shamoisJeather, while he 
hummed the old soiig in honour of the 
yictorious Gustavus Adolphus : — 

When cannon afe roaring, and buUeti are flying. 
The lad that would have honottr> hays, mutt nerer 
fear dying. 

w Captain Dalgetty,** said Lord Men- 
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teitbi *< the time is come that we mu9t part, 
or become comrades in service." . 

« Not before breakfast, I hope," said 
Captain Dalgetty* 

** I should have thought," replied hi? 
lordship, •< that your garrison was victual- 
led for three days at least." 

" 1 have still some stowage left for beef 
and bannocks," said the Captain j " and I * 
never miss a favourable opportunity of re- 
newing my supplies." 

« But," said Lord Menteith, *« no ju- 
dicious commander allows either flags of 
truce or neutrals to remain in his camp 
longer than is prudent ; and therefore we 
must know your mind exactly, according 
to which you shall either have a safe con- 
duct to depart in peace, or be welcome to 
remain with us." 

"Truly," said the Captain, •* that being 
the case, I will not attempt to protract th« 
capitulation by a counterfeited parley, (a 
thing excellently practised by Sir James 
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Ramsay . 9t, the siege of Hannau, in the 
year of God 1636,) but I will frankly qwu, 
that |i I like jour pay as well as yoiar pro- 
vant and your company, I care not how 
soon I tak« the oath to your colours." 

*< Our pay.^ said Lord Menteith^ ** moat 
ft preseat be small, since it is paid out of 
the coi9i3rmon stock raised by the few 
9mong«t us who Can command some funds 
•*^£) major and adjutant, I dare not promise 
Captain Dalgetty more than half a ddlar 
arday.'* 

^* The devil take all halves and quarters V* 
said the Captain ; ** were it in my option, I 
could no more consent to the halving of 
that dollar, than the woman in the Judg- 
ment of Solomon to the disseverment of 
tl^ child of her bowels." 

^* The parallel will scarce^ facdd, Oip- 
tafii Dalgietty, for I tbmk you would, j-a- 
tber consent to the dividing of < the dottar 
than give it up entire to your <:ompetitor» 
However, in the way of arrears 1. may 
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promise you the other half-dollar at the 
end of the campaign." 

** Ah ! these arrearages,'* said Captain Dal- 
getty, *' that are always promised, and al- 
ways go for nothing ! Spain, Austria, attd 
Sweden, all sing one song. Oh ! long life 
to the Hogan-mogans ! if they were no of- 
ficers or soldiers, they were good pay- mas- 
ters. And yet, my lord, if I could but be 
made certiorated, that my natural heredi- 
tament of Drumthwacket had fallen into 
possession of any of these loons of Cove- 
Banters, who could be, in the event of our 
success, made a traitor of, I have so much 
value for that fertile and pleasant spot, 
that I would e'en take on wi' you for the 
campaign." 

** I can resolve Captain Dalgetty^s ques- 
ttoii," said Sibbald, Lord Ment^lth's se- 
cond attendant, •• for if his estate of Drum- 
thwacket be, as I conceive, the long waste 
moor ISO called, that lies five miles south of 
Aberdeen, I can tell him it was lately pur- 

VOIi. IIL M 
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chased by Elias Strachan, as rank a rebel 
as ever swore the Covenant." 

" The crop-eared hound !" said Captain 
Dalgetty, in a rage j " what the deVil gave 
him the assurance to purchase the inheri- 
tance of a family of four hundred years 
standing?— CywM?W auremvelletySiSweused 
to say at Mareschal College, that is to say, 
I will pull him out of my father's house 
by the ears. And so, my Lord Menteith, 
I am yours, hand and sword,, body and 
soul, till death do us part, or to the end of 
the next campaign, whichever event shall 
first come to pass." 

♦* And I," said the young nobleman, 

» 

^* rivet the bargain by a month's pay in 
advance." 

«* That is more than necessary," said Dal- 
getty, pocketing the money however. •* But 
now I must go down, look after my wac* 
, saddle and abiiilziements, and see that 
Gustavus has his morning, and tell him ^e 
have taken new service." 

«* There goes your precious recruit,* 
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said Lord Menteith to Anderson, as the 
Captain left the room j « I fear we shall 
have little credit of him." 

«• He is a man of the times, however,** 
said Anderson; '^ and without such we 
should iiardly be able to carry on our en- 
terprise.** 

«* Let us go down," answered Lord Men- 
teith, «* and see Kow our muster is likely 
to thrive, for I hear a good deal of bustle 
in the castle." 

When tfccy entered the hall, the domes- 
tics keeping modestly in the back-ground, 
morning greetings past between Lord Men- 
teifh, Angus M^Aulay, and his English 
guests, while Allan, occupying the same 
settle which he had filled the preceding 
evening, paid no attention whatever to any 
one. 

Old Donald hastily rushed into the apart- 
ment. «* A message from Vich Alister 
More ; he is coming up in the evening." 

*« With how many attendants?" said 

M*Aulay. 

u 
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«* Some five-and-tweaty or thirty,'* said 
Donald, ** his ordinary retinue." 

*^ Shake down plenty of Qtraw in the 
great barn," said the Laird. 

Another servant here stumbled hastiljr 
in, announcing the expected arrival of Sir 
Hector 'M'Lean, «* who is arriving with a 
large following." 

^ Put them in the malt kiln," said M'Au- 
lay i ^* and keep the breadth of the mid- 
denstead between them and the McDo- 
nalds; they are but unfriends to eack 
other.*' 

Donald now re-entered, his visage con- 
siderably lengthened—** The tiel's i' the 
folk," he said $ << the hale Hielands ar« 
asteer, I think. Evan Dhu, of Lochiel 
will be here in an hour, with Lord kens bow 
many gillies." 

. ** Into the great barn with them beside 
the McDonalds," said the Laird« 

More and more Chiefs were annouacedi 
the least of whom would have acoountedit 

8 
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derogatory to his dignity to stir without a 
retinue of six or seven persons. To every 
new annunciation, Angus M*Auley an- 
swered by naming some place of accommo- 
dation, — the stable, the loft, the cow-house, 
the sheds, every domestic office was des- 
tined for the night to some hospitable pur- 
pose or accommodation. At length the 
arrival of M^Dougal of Lorn, after all his 
means of accommodation were exhausted, 
reduced kim to some perplexity. " What 
the devil is to be done, Donald ?" said he j 
*• the great barn would hold fifty more, if 
they would lie beads and thraws j but there 
would be drawn dirks amang them which 
should lie uppermost, and so we shoul I 
have* bloody puddings before morning !" 

" What needs all this?" said Alta«, start- 
ing up, and coming forward with the stern 
abruptness of his usual manner j '^ are the 
Gael to-day of softer flesh or whiter blood 
than their fathers were ? Knock the head 
out of a cask of usquebae, let that be their 
Bight gear-— their plaids their bedclotlies 
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— ^and the blue sky their cai^opy, and tbe 
heaths their couch — come a thousaad 
more, and they would not quarrel on the 
broad heath for want of room !*' 

" Allan is right," said his brother j '* it 
is very odd how Allan, who, between our- 
selves^" said he to Musgrave, " is a little 
wowf, seems at times to have more sen^ 
than us all put together. Observe hiin 



now," 



« Ye9," continued Allan, fixing his eyes 
with a ghastly stare upon the opposite side 
.of the ball, ^* they may well begin as they 
are to end ; many a man will sleep this 
night upon the heath, that when the Mar* 
tinmas wind shall blow shall lie there stark 
enough, and reck little of cold or lack of 
covering." 

"Do not forespeak us,. brother/' said 
Angus ; *' that is not lucky." 

" And what luck is it then that you ex* 
pect ?". said Allan ; and straining his eyps 
until they almost started from their sock- 
ets, he fell with a convulsive shudder into 
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the arnis of Dona14 and his brother, who» 
knowing the nature of his fits, had come 
near to prevent his fall. They seated him 
upon a bench, and supported him until he 
came to himself, and was about to speak. 

«* For God's sake, Allan,** said his bro- 
ther, who knew the impression his mystical 
words were likely to make on many of thie 
guests, " say nothing to discourage us." 

•sAm I he who discourages you ?" said 
Allan ; " let every man face his weird as I 
shall face mine. That which must come, 
will come ; and we shall stride gallantly 
over many a fieM of victory ere we reach 
yon fatal slaughter-placCj or tread yon sable 
scaJffblds !'* 

*^ What slaughter-place ? what scaf- 
folds ?" exclaimed several voices ; for Al- 
lan's renown asi a seer was generally esta- 
blished in the Highland^. 

** You will know that but too soon," an- 
swered Allan. " Speak to me no more, I 
am weary of your questions." He then 
pressed his hand against his brow, rested 
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his elbow upon his knee, and sunk into a 
deep reverie. 

^^ Send for Annot Lyle, and the harp,'* 
said Angus, in a whisper, to his servant j 
" and let those gentlemen follow me, who 
do not fear a Highland breakfast.'^ 

All accompanied their, hospitable Iand« 
lord excepting only Lord Menteith, who 
lingered in one of the deep embrasures 
formed by the windows of the hall. An- 
not Lyle shortly after glided into the 
room, not ill described by Lord Menteith 
as being the lightest and most fairy figure 

• 

that ever trod the turf by moon-light. Her 
stature,^ considerably less than the ordinary 
size of women, gave her the appearance of 
extreme youth, insomuch, that although 
she was near eighteen, she might have 
passed for four years younger. Her figure, 
hands, and feet, were formed upon a mo* 
del of exquisite symmetry with the size and 
lightness of her person, so that Titania her- 
self could scarce have found a more fitting 
representative. Her hair was a dark shade 
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of the colour usually termed flaxen^ whose 
clustering ringlets suited admirably with her 
fair complexion, and with the playful, yet 
simple expression of her features. When 
we add to these charms, that Annot, in 
her orphan state, seemed the gayest and 
happiest of maidens^ the reader must allow 
us to claim for her the interest of almost all 
who looked on her. In fact, it was impos- 
sible to find a more universal favourite, 
and she- often came among the rude inha- 
bitants of the castle, as Allan himself, in a 
poetical mood, expressed it, << like a sun-' 
beam on a sullen sea," communicating to 
all others the cheerfulness that 4i|ed her 
own mind. 

Annoty such as we have described her,, 
smiled and blushed, when, on entering the 
apartment. Lord Menteith came from his 
place of retirement, and kindly wished her^ 
good- morning. 

" And good-morning to you^ my lord,'* 
returned, she, extending her hand to her 
friend $ ^' we have seldom seen you of late 

MS 
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at the castle, and now I fear it is with no 
pieacefUl purpose." 

<< At least, let me not intenupt your 
harmony, Annot,'' said Lord Menteith, 
" though my arrival may breed discord 
elsewhere. My cousin, Allan, needs the 
assistance of your vbic6 and music.'' 

" My preserver," said Annot Lyle, *• has 
a right to my poor exertions ; and you» too, 
my lord,— you, too, are my preserver, and 
were the most active to save a life that is 
worthless enough, unless it can benefit my 
protectors." 

So saying, she sate down at a little dis- 
tance ufion the bench on which Allan M'- 
Aulay was placed, and tuning her clair- 
shach, a small harp, about thirty inches 
in height, she accompanied it with her 
voice. The air was an ancient Gaelic me- 
lody, and the words, which were supposed 
to be very old, were in the same language ; 
but we subjoin a translation of them, by 
Secundus M*Pherson, Esq. of Gieuforgen, 
which, although submitted to the fetters 
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of Englisli rfiythm, we trust will be found 
nearly as genuine as the version of Ossian 
by his celebrated namesake. 

1. 

** Birds of omen dark and foul. 
Night-crow^ raven, bat and ow]. 
Leave the sick man to his dream--* 
All night long he heard your scream.— « 
Haste to cave and ruined tovrer^ 
Ivy, tody or dingled-bawer^ 
Tliere to wink and mop, for, hark ! 
In the mid air sings the lark. 

2. 

** Hie to moorish gills and rocks. 
Prowling wolf and wily fox,— 
Hie you fast, nor turn your view, 
Though the lamb bleats to the ewe. 
• Couch your trains> and speed your flight. 
Safety parts witli parting n.'ght ; 
And on distant echo born, 
Comes the hunter's early horn. 



V 



\ 



** The moon's wan crescent scarcely gleams. 
Ghost-like she fades in morning beams ; 
Hie hence each peevish imp and fay 
That scare the pilgrim on his way :— * 
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Quench^ kelpy ! quench, in bog and Ten, 
Thy torch that cheats benighted men ; 
Thy dance is o'er, thy reign is done, 
For Benyieglo hath seen the sun. 

4. 
" Wild thoughts, that, sinfd, dark and deep, 
O'erpower the passive mind in ^leep. 
Pass from the slumberer's soul away. 
Like night-mists from the brow of day :~^ 
Foul hag, whose blasted yisage grim 
Smothers the pulse, unnerves the limb, 
Spur thy dark palfrey, and begone ! 
Thou darest not face the godlike sun." 



As the strain proceeded, Allan M^Aulay 
gradually gave signs of recovering his pre- 
sence of mind and attention to the objects 
around him. The deep-knit furrows of his 
brow relaxed and smoothed themselves i 
and the rest of his features, which had 
seemed contorted with internal agony, re- 
lapsed into a more natural state. When 
he raised his head and sat upright, his 
countenance, though still deeply raelan* 
choly, was divested of its. wildness and 
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ferocity ; and in its composed state, al- 
though by no means handsome, the expres- 
sion of his features was striking, manly, and 
even noble» His thick, brown eye-brows, 
which had hitherto been drawn close toge- 
ther, were now slightly separated, as in the 
natural state ; and his grey eyes, whicli had 
rolled and flashed from under them with an 
unnatural and portentous gleam, now reco- 
vered a steady and determined expression. 

" Thank God !" he said, after fitting si- 
lent for about a minute, until the very last 
sounds of the harp had ceased to vibrate, 
** my soul is no longer darkened — the mist 
hath passed from my spirit/' 

** You owe thanks, cousin Allan,** said 
Lord Menteith, coming forward, " to An- 
not Lyle, as well as to heaven, for this 
happy change in your melancholy mood.** 

<< My noble cousin Menteith," said AU 
Ian, rising and greeting him very respect- 
fully, as well as kindly, << has known my 
unhappy circumstances so long, that his 
kindness will require no excuse for my be- 
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ing thus late in bidding him welcome to 
the castle." 

" We are too old acquaintances, AUan,'^ 
said Lord Menteith^ << and too good friends, 
to stand on the cerethonial of outward 
greeting ; but here will be half the High- 
lands to-day, and, you know, with our 
mountain Chiefs ceremony must not be 
neglected. What will you give little An- 
not for making you fit company to meet 
Evan Dbu, and I know not how many bon- 
nets and feathers ?" 

•* What will he give me ?** said Annot, 
smiling ; << Nothing less, I hope, than the 
best ribbon at thev fair of Doune*" 

*• The fair of Doune, Annot ?*' said 
Allan sadly, " there will be bloody work 
before that day, and I may never see it ; 
but you have well reminded me of what I 
have long intended to do." - ^ 

Having said this, he left the room. 

« 

/< Should he talk long in this manner^" 
said Lord Menteitb, " you must keep your 
harp in tune, my dear Annot" 
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<< I hope not^'' said Aonot, anxiously ; 
<< this fit has been a long one, and proba- 
bly will not soon return. It is fearful to 
see a mind, naturally generous and affee- 
tionate* afflicted by this constitutional ma.-*. 
lady/' 

As she spoke in a low and confidential 
tone. Lord Menteith naturally drew close, 
and stooped forwards, that he might the 
better catch the sense of what she said. 
When Allan suddenly entered the apart- 
ment, they naturally drew back from eacb 
oth^r with a manner expressive of con* 
scipusness, as if surprised in a oonversation 
which they wished to keep secret from him* 
This did not escape Allan's observation ^ 
he stopt short at the door of the apartipent 
— his brows were contracted — his eyes rolU 
ed ; but it was only the paroxysm of a mo- 
ment. He passed his broad sinewy hand 
across his brow, as if to obliterate thoae 
signs of emotion, and advanced'' towards 
Annot, holding in his hand a very smalt 
box made of oak-wood, curiously inlaid* 
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^ I take jou to witness^'* he said, << cousin 
Menteith, that I give this box and its con- 
tents to Annot Lyle. It contains a few or- 
naments that belonged to my poor mother 
«4>f trifling value, you may guess, for the 
wife of a Highland laird has seldom a rich 
jewel casket" 

** But these ornaments," said Annot Lyle, 
gently and timidly refusing the box, *' be- 
long to the family — I cannot accept* * ■ 

" They belong to me alone, Annot,** 
said Allan, interrupting her ; ** they were 
my mother's dying bequest. They are all 
I can call my own, except my plaid and 
my claymore. Take them, therefore— 
they are to me valueless trinkets — and keep 
them for my sake — should I never return 
from these wars.'* 

So saying, he opened the case, and pre- 
sented it to Annot. «* If," said he, " they 
are of any value, dispose of them for your 
own support, when this house has been 
consumed with hostile fire, and can no 
longer afford you protection. — But keep 
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one ring in memory of Allan, who has 
done tb requite your kindness, if not all 
he wished, at least all he could." 

Annot Lyle endeavoured in vain to re- 
strain the gathering tears, when she said, 
^* One ring, Allan, I will accept from you 
as a memorial of your goodness to a poor 
orphan, but do not press me to take more ; 
for I can not, and will not, accept a gift of 
such disproportioned value." 

*^ Make your choice, then,'\ said Allan j 
*^ your delicacy may be well-founded } the 
others shall assume a shape in which they 
may be more useful to you." 

" Think not of it," said Annot, choo- 
sing from the contents of the casket a ring, 
apparently the most trifling in value which 
it contained \ << ke6p them for your own, 
or your brother's bride. — But, good hea- 
vens !" she said, interrupting herself, and 
looking at the ring, << what is this that I 
have chosen ?" „ 

Allan hastened to look upon it, with 
eyes of gloomy apprehension ; it bore, in 






eotmelf a death's bead above two crossed 
daggers. Wkm AUan recognized the de- 
vice, he uttered a »igh no de^^p, that she 
dropped the ring from her hand, which 
rolled upon the floor. Lord Menteith 
picked it up, and returned it to the terru 
fied Annot* 

" I take God to witness," said Allan, 
«' that your hand, young lord, and not 
mine, has again deliverM to her this ill- 
omened gifl. It was the mourning ring 
worn by my mother in memorial of b«r 
murdered brother." 

<' I fear no omens," said Annot, smi* 
ling through her tears ; *^ and nothing 
coming through the hands of my two pa^ 
troiis," so she was wont to call Lord Men- 
teith and Allan, ** can bring bad luck to 
tlie poor orphan." 

She put the ring on her finger, and, 
turning to her harp, sung; to a lively air, 
the following verses of one of the fash4oii» 
able songs of the period, which had found 

k 

iti way,' marked as it was with the quaint 
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bype^li^olical teste of. Kiog Charles's time^ 
from some court masque to the wilds of 

Perthshire. 

" Gaze not upon the stars/ fond sage^ 
, In them no influence lies ; 

Ta read the fkte of youth or age. 
Look on my Helen's eyes. 

" Yet, rash astrologer^ refrain^ 

Too dearly would be won 
The prescience of anothev^s pain^ 

If purchased by thine own/' 

. <* She is right, Allan," said Lord Men* 
teith ; " and this end of an old song is 
Mforth all we shall gain by our attempt to 
looji into futurity." 

" She is wropg, my lord," said Allan, 
sternly, " though you, <w)io treat with 
lightness the warnings I haye given you, 
may not live to see the event of the omen. 
I^augh not so scornfully/' he added, inter** 
rupting himself, ^* or rather laugh on ^« 
loud knd as long as you will j your term of 
laughter ^ill find a pause ere long," 



«7 
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" I care not for your visions, Allan," 
said Lord Menteith j " however short my 
span of life, the eye of no Highland seer 
can see its termination." 

" For Heaven's sake," said Annot Lyle, 
interrupting him, « you know bis nature, 
and how little he can endure" 

" Fear me not," laid AUan, interrupting 
her,-^<< my mind is now constant and calm. 
—But for you, young lord," said he, turn- 
ing to Lord Menteith, " my eye has sought 
you through fields of battle, where High- 
landers and Lowlanders lay strewed as 
thick as ever the rooks sat on those an- 
cient trees," pointing to a rookery which 
was seen from the window — " my eye 
sought you, but your corpse was not there 
—my eye sought you among a train of un- 
resisting and disarmed captives, drawn up 
within the bounding walls of an ancient 
and rugged fortress; — flash after flash- 
platoon after platoon — ^the hostile shot fell 
amongst them, but you were not among 
their ranks }-p— scaffolds were prepared— 
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Uocks were arranged, saw-dust was spread 
— ^the priest was ready with his book, the 
headsman with his axe-— *but there, too^ 
mine eye found you not" 

« The gibbet, then, I suppose, must be 
my doom?" said Lord Menteith. "I wish 
they had spsured me the halter, were it but 
for the dignity of the peerage," 

He spoke this scornfully, yet not with- 
out a sort of curiosity, and a wish to re- 
ceive an answer ; for the desire of prying 
into futurity frequently has some influenee 
even on the minds of those who disavow 
all belief in the possibility of such predic- 
tions. 

<< Your rank, my lord, will suffer no dis- 
honour in your person, or by the manner 
of your deaths Three times have I seen a 
Highlander plant his dirk in your bosom-* 
and such will be your fate." 

<< I wish you woulcl describe him to me," 
said Lord Menteith, ^< and I shall save him 
the trouble of fulfilling your prophesy, if 
Ilia plaid be passable to sword or piitd J* 



4 
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« Your weapons," said Allan, *' would 
avail you little j nor can I give you the in- 
formation yod desire. The face of the vi- 
sion has been ever averted from me." 

** So be it then,'' said Lord Menteitb, 
^^ and let it rest in the uncertainty in which 
your augury has placed it. I shall dine not 
the less merrily among plaids, and dirks, 
and kilts to-day." 

•< It may be so," said Allan ; « and, it 
may be, you do well to enjoy these mo- 
ments, which to me are poisoned by au- 
guries of future evil. But I," he con- 
tinned — ^* I repeat to you, that this wea- 
pon," touching the hilt of the dirk which 
he wore, ** carries your fate." 

" In the meanwhile," said Lord Men- 
teith, " you, Allan, have frightened the 
b}tK>d from the cheeks of Annot Lyle— 
let us leave this discourse, my friend, and 
go to see what we both understands — the 
progress of our military preparations." 

They joined Angus M'Aday and his 
English guests, and, in the military discus- 






A LEGSND OF MONTROSE. Wf 

sions which immediately took place, Allan 
shewed a clearness of mind, strength, of 
judgment, and precision of thought, totally 
inconsistent with the mystical light in which 
his character has been hitherto exhibited. 
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CHAPTER Vll, 

When Albin her daymore indignantly drawi. 
When her bonneted chieftains around her shall crowd, 
Ckn-Ranald the dauntless^ and Moray the proud, 
jUl plaided and plianed in their tartan array-— > 

Lochiel's Warning. 

Whoetsr saw that morBiog the castle of 
Damlinvarach beheld a busy and a gallant 
Bight. 

The various Chiefs, arriving with their 
different retinues, which, notwithstanding 
their numbers, formed no more diaa their 
usual equipage and body guard upon oc- 
casions of solemnity, saluted the lord of 
the castle and each other with overflow- 
ing kindness, or with haughty and dis- 
tant politeness, according to the circum- 
stances of friendship or hostility in which 
their clans had recently stood to each other. 
Each Chief, however small his comparative 



impMtance* i^wed the full disposition to 
exact from the rest the deference due to a 
separate and independent prince ^ while 
the stronger and more powerful, divided 
among themselves by recent contentions 
or ancient feuds, were constrained in po- 
licy to use great deference to the fedings 
of their less powerful brethren, in order, 
in cai$e of need, to attach as many as might 
be to their own intei^t and standard. Thus 
tbe meeting of Chiefs resem^bled not a little 
those ancient Diets of the Empire, where 
the smallest Frey^Graf^ who possessed a 
castle perched upon a barren erag, with a 
i^^ hundred acres around it, claimed the 
state an^ honours of a sovereign prince, 
and a ^at according to bis rank among the 
dignitaries of the empire. 

The followers of the different leaders were 
def^rately arranged and accommodated, as 
r^om apd cireurastances best permitted, each 
retaining, however, his henchman, who wait- 
ed, close as the shadow^ upon his person, to 
escecufte whatever might be required by hisr 
^patron. 

VOL. III. K 
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The exterior of Ihe castleaffor4ed a si?? 
gular scene. The Highlanders^ from di^ 
ferent islands, glens, and straths, ,eyed each 
other at a distance with look^ qf emulation, 
inquisitive curiosity, or hostile malevolence; 
but the most astounding part of the assf^m-^ 
blyi at least to a Lowland ear, was the rival 
pjerformance of the bagpipers. These wv* 
like minstrels, who had the highest opinion 
each of the superiority of his own tribei 
joined tO the most overweening idea of tJ^ 
importance connected with the profession, 
at first performed their yarious pibrochs in 
front each of bis own clan. At length, how- 
ever, as the black-cocks towards the end <^ 
the season, when, in sportsman's ][anguagf, 
they are said to flock, are attracted together 
by the sound of each other's triumphant 
erow, even so did the pipers, swelling their 
plaids and tartans in the same triumphant 
manner in which the birds ruffle up their 
feathers, begin to approach each other with- 
in such distance as might give to th^ir bre« 
thren a sample of their skill* Walking withia 
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a short distance, and eyeing €ach other with 
looks in which self'importaace and defiance 
might be traced, they strutted, puffed, and 
plied their screaming instruments, each play- 
ing his own favourite tune with such a din, 
that if an Italian musician had lain buried 
within ten miles of them, he must have 
risen from the dead to run out of hearing* 
The chieftains meanwhile had assembled 
in dose conclave in the great hall of the 
castle. Among them were the persons of 
the greatest consequence in the High- 
lands, some of them attracted by zeal for 
the royal cause, and many by aversion to 
that domination which the Marquis of Ar- 
gyle, since his rising to such influence in 
the state, had exercised over his High- 
land neighbours. That statesman, indeed, 
though possessed of very considerable abi- 
lities, and very great power, had failings 
which rendered him unpopular among the 
Highland chiefs. The devotion which he 
professed was of a morose and fanatical 
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character ; his ambition appeared to be in- 
satiable^ and inferior chiefs complained of 
his want ef bounty and liberality. Add to 
thiS| that although a Highlander, and of a 
family distinguished for valour before and 
since, Gillespie Grumaxjh, (which was the 
personal distinction he bore in the High- 
lands^ where titles of rank are un^cnown,) 
was suspected of being a better man in the 
cabinet than in the field. He and his tribe 
were particularly obnoxious to the McDo- 
nalds and the McLeans, two numerous septs, 
who, though disunited by ancient feuds, 
agreed in an intense dislike to the Camp- 
bells, or, as they were called, the Children 
of Diarmid. 

For some time the assembled Chiefs re- 
mained silent, until some one should opea 
the business of the meeting. At lengt 
one of the most powerful of them comme 
ced the diet by saying, — " We have beei 
summoned hither, M*Aulay, to consult 
weighty matters concerning the King's 
fairs, and those of the state, and we era 
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to know by whom tfaey are to be ex|)latned 
to us?' 

M*Aulay, whose strength did not He in 
oratory, intimated his wish that Lord Men- 
teiUi should open the business of the coun-» 
cil. With great modesty, and, at the same 
time, With spirit, that young lord said, **he 
wished what he was about to propose had 
come from some person of better known, 
and more established character. Since^ 
however, it lay with him to be spokesman, 
be had to state to the chiefs assembled, that 
those who wished to throw off the base yoke 
which fanaticism had endeavoured to wreath 
round their necks, had not a moment to 
lose. The Covenanters," he said, ** after 
having twice made war upon their sove*. 
Teign, and having extorted from him every 
reqCiest, reasonable or unreasonable, which 
they thought proper to exact — after their 
chiefs had been loaded with dignities and 
favours-— after having publicly declared, 
wheu his Majesty, after a gracious visit to 
the land of his niEitivity, was upoa his r«^ 
tilra to England, that he ^turned a con* 
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tented King from a contented peoples-raf- 
ter all this, and without even the pretext 
for a national grievance, the same men have, 
upon doubts and suspicions, equally disho- 
nourable to the King, and groundless in 
themselves, detached a strong army to as- 
sist his rebels in England, in a quarrel with 
which Scotland bad no more to do than she 
has with the wars in Germany. It was 
* well,** he said, " that the eagerness with 
which this treasonable purpose was pur- 
sued, had blinded the junto who now usurp- 
ed the government of Scodand to the rbk 
which they were about to incur. The army 
which they had dispatched to England un- 
der old Leven comprehended their veteran 
soldiers, the strength of those armies which 
had been levied in Scotland during the two 

former wars" 

Here Captain Dalgetty endeavoured to 
rise, for the purpose of explaining how 
many veteran officers, trained in the Get* 
man wars, were, to his certaip knowledge, 
in the army of the Earl of Leven. But 
Allan M^Aulay holding him down in tb€ 
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leat with one hand, pressed the fore-finger 
of the other upon his own lips^ and, though 
With sjomfe difficulty, prevented his inter- 
ference. <i!aptain Dalgetty looked upon 
htm with a very scornful and indignant 
«ir, by which the other's gravity was in no 
way moved, and Lord Menteith proceed^ 
ed without farther interruption. 

*« The moment,*' he said, « was most 
favouiiable for all true-hearted and loyal 
Scotchmen to shew, that the reproach their 
country had lately undergone arose from 
the selfish ambition of a few turbulent and 
seditious men, joined to the absurd fanati* 
cism which, disseminated from five hundred 
pul[nt3, had spread like a land- flood over 
the Lowlands of Scotland. He had letters 
ifrom the Marquis of Huntly in the north, 
which he should shew to the chiefs sepa- 
rately. That nobleman, equally loyal and 
powerful, was determined to exert his ut- 
most energy in the common cause, and the 
powerful £arl of Seaforth was prepared to 
join the same standard. From the Earl of 
Airly, and the Ogilvies in Angus-shixe, he 



696 VAIMH 07. ^T LAKJDtMXlta. 

had had cammanication&«eqimUy ^4eided'; 
.and. thete was no doubt tbafc tbese, wfasr^ 
mth the Hay$^ LeitJis, Burnetej^^affid othiMr 
loyal gentlemen, would he sodn on hotse* 
foackt would form a body fsit more than 
sufficient to overawe the northern Go*- 
ATenanters, who had already experienced 
theu' valour iq; the well-known rout which 
.was popidaily termed the Trot of Tufifil 
South of Forth and Tay^' he s^d,; « the 
King had many friends^ who, pppreeised ia^ 
enforced oaths, compulsdtoiry levies^ heai^ 
taxes, ilinjustly imposed and .tmequaUy le- 
vied, by the tyranny of tiie Committ<^of 
Estates, and the inquisitorial iBadlence of 
the Presbyterian divines, waited bul the 
^s'aving of the royal banner to taket upL^rws. 
Pouglas, Traquair, Roxburgh, Hume^ aH 
friendly to the royal causey would eountei'- 
balance," he said, <^ the covenantiDg in- 
terest in the south; and two geintleioeii, 
of name and qoality, here preseat, £rom 
.the north of England, wo^ld ana^wer fibr 
the zeal of Cumberland, Westrnweland, 
and Northumbeiiand* Agsdnst » many 
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gallant gentlenken the isouthern Covenan* 
ftera could but sirm raw ieviies i the Whig^ 
amores of the western shires, and the plow^ 
men and niechanics of the Low-country* 
Eor tlie West Highlands, he knew nq in- 
terest which the Covenanters possessed 
there, except that of one individual, as 
'weVL known as he was odious. But was 
diere a single man, who, on casting his eye 
round this hall, and recognising the power, 
lihe gallantry, and the dignity of the chiefs 
assembled, could entertain a moment's doubt 
of their success against the utmost force 
which Gillespie Grumach could collect 
against them ? He had only farther to add, 
that considerable funds, both of money and 
ammunitiop, had been provided for the 
army — (Here Dalgetty drew himself up, 
and looked round) — ^that officers of ability 
Mid experience in the foreign wars, one of 
"whom was now present, had engaged to 
tmn such levies as might require to be 
disciplined ;-^and that a numerous body 

K a 
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' of auxiliary forces from Ireland , bavii^ 
been detached from the Earl of Antrim^ 
from Ulster, had successfully accomplish* 
ed their descent upon the main land, and 
-with the assistance of Clanranald's people, 
having taken and fortified the castle of 
Mingarry, in spite of Argyle's attempts 
to intei«cept them, were in full march to 
this place of rendezvous* It only remain- 
ed,*' he said, ** that the noble Chiefs as- 
sembled, laying aside every lesser consi- 
deration, should unite, heart and hand, in 
the common cause ; send the fiery cross 
through their clans, in order to collect 
their utnjost force, and form their junc*^ 
tion with such celerity as to leave tho cne- 
my no time, either for preparation, or re- 
covery from the panic which would spread 
at the first sound of 4heir pibroch. He 
himself,^' he said, <* though neither among 
the richest nor the most powerful of the 
Scdttis^h n|9biUty, felt' that he had to sup- 
port the dignity of ih'ancient and honour* 

able nation, and to^that cause he was (ks 

♦ • - • 
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termined to devote both life and fortune. 
If those who were more powerful were 
equally prompt, he trusted they would de» 
serve the thanks of their King, and the gra« 
titude of posterity," 

^ Loud applause followed this speech of 
L*ord Menteith, and testified the general 
aquiescence of all present in the sentiments 
which he had expressed; but when the 
shout had died away^ the assembled Chiefs 
continued to gaze upon each other as if 
{something yet remained to be settled. A£^ 
ter isome whispers among theniselves^ iaa 
liged^inan, whom his grey, hairs rendered 
cespectaUe, although he was rfot^pf the 
highest order of Chiefs, replied to what had 
been said. 

" Thane of Menteith," he said, *• you 
have well spoken, nor is there one of us in 
whose bosom ^he same sentiments dp not 
kmm like fire* But It 4s not strengtli alone 
ithat wins the fight; k.Js the head of the 
commander as well al'tlus arm of the sol- 
.dier^ that brings <yietory» I ask of you 




who is to raise . and sustain the banner 
under which we are invited to rise and 
muster ourselves ? WiH it be expected that 
we should risque our ehildren» and the 
flower of our kinsmen, ere wc know to 
whose guidaikce they are inteusted ? Hib 
wexe leading those to slaughter, whom^ by 
the laws of God and many it is our duty to 
protects Where is the royal CDmmi3»<mi 
nnder which the lieges are to be convoca> 
ted in arms ? Simple and rude as we may 
be deemed, we know something of the estftb 
.blisfaed rules of war as well as of the laws 
of our country ; nor will we arm oursdves 
against the general peace, unless by theez# 
press commands of the King, and under a 
leader fit to command such men as aceiien 
assembled." 

«* Where would you find sudb a leader^? 
said another Chief, starting up^ <^ savii^;)tfMa 
representotive of the Lords of the Islesi ten- 
titled by birth and hereditary descent to lead 
forth the array of every >claii of * the High- 
lands; and where is. that dignity iod^s^ 
save in the house of Vich AUster More ?^ 
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<^I acknowledge;" said another Chief^ 
eagerly intdrrupting the speaker, << the 
troth in what has been first said, but not' 
&e inferenceir If Vich Alister More de^ 
aires^to be held representative of the Lords 
oi the Isles, let him first shew his blood it 
redder than miner 

<* That is soon proveci^" said Vich Alister 
More, laying his hand upon the basket-hilt 
of his claymore. Lord Menteith threw 
huQself between them, entreating and im- 
ploring each to remember that the interesta 
of Scotland, the liberty of their country, and 
the cause of their King, ought to be supe« 
rior in their eyes to any personal disputes 
respecting descent, rank, and precedence* 
Sfeveral of the Highland Chie&, who had 
no desire to admit the claims of either diie& 
tain, interfered to the same purpose, and 
none with more emphads than the celebra* 
ted'Evan Dbu. 

'^^ I have eome^from my lak^,'' he saidi 

«< as a stream descends from the hiU9,7J)0l 

tQ lom again^lratto acoompUsh my^coiirsei 

•' It is not by looking back to our own pro^* 
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tensions that we shall serve Scotland or 
King Charles. My voice shall be fpr that 
general whom the King shall name, who 
will doubtless possess those qualities which 
are necessary to command men like us. 
High. born he must be, or we shall lose our 
rank in obeying him — wise and skilful, or 
we shall endanger the safety of our people — 
bravest among the brave, or we shall peril 
our own honour— temperate, . firm, and 
manly, to keep us united. Such is the roan 
that must command us. Are you prepa- 
red. Thane of Menteith, to say where such 
a general is to be found ?' 
' ** There is but one,-' said Allan M<A«ilay ; 
*' and here," he said, laying his hand upon 
the shoulder of Anderson, who stood b€- 
hind Lord Menteithj «« here he stands.'^ - 

The general surprise of the meeting was 
expressed by an impatient murmur ; whe^ 
Anderson, throwing back the cloak ia 
which his face was muffled, and -stepping 
forward, spoke thus j — «*i did not loogtn- 
tend to be a' silent spectator of tliis hite- 
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resting scene, although my hasty frietid 
has obliged toe to disclose myself some- 
what sooner than was my intention. Whe- 
ther I deserve the honour reposed in me by 
this parchment will best appear from what 
I shall be able to do for the King's service. 
It is a commission, under the great seal, to 
James Graham, Earl of Montrose, to fcom- 
fnand those forces which are to be assem^ 
bled for the service of his Majesty in this 
V kingdom." 

A loud shout of approbation burst from 
the assembly. There was, in fact, no other 
person to whom, in point of rank, these 
proud mountaineers would have been dis- 
posed to submit. His inveterate and here* 
ditary hostility to the Marquis of Argyle 
insured his engaging in the war with suffi* 
cient energy, while his well-known military 
talents, and his tried valour, afforded every 
hope of his bringing it to a favourable coa 
elusion. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Our plot is a good plot as ever was laid ; our MendB true 
and eonstant : a good plot^ good friends^ and full of especta-i 
tioa : an excellent plot^ very good friends. 

Henry JT. Pari L Act IL Sc UL, 



No sfooner had the general acclamation of 
joyful surprise subsided, than silence was 
eagerly demanded for reading the royal 
eommission ; and the bonnets, which hither- 
to each chief had worn, probably because 
unwilling to be the first to uncover, were 
now at once vailed in honour of the rojal 
warrant It was couched in the most full 
and ample terms, authorising the Earl of 
Montrose to assemble the subjects in arms, 
fbr the putting down the present rebellion, 
which divers traitors and seditious per- 
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sons had levied against the King, to the ma* 
nifest forfaulture, as it stated, of their alle- 
giance, and to the breach of the pacificatioQ 
between the two kingdoms. It enjoined all 
subordinate authorities to be obedient and 
assisting to Montrose in his enterprise ; 
gave him the power of making ordin^uices 
and proclamations, punishing misdemean.* 
ours, pardoning criminals, placing and disi- 
placing governoxB and commanders. In fine,. 
it was as laf^ge and full a commission as any 
with which a prince could entrust a subject* 
Sq sQon as it was finished, a shout burst from 
the assembled chiefs, in testimony of their 
ijilling subnaission to the will of their Sove^ 
reign. Not contented with generally thank- 
iqg them for a reception so favourable, 
Montrose hastened to address himself to 
individuals* The most important chiefs 
bad already been long personally known tO' 
Jiim, but even to those of inferior conse- 
j|]^ence he now introduced himself, and by 
the acquaintance he displaced with dieir 
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peculiar designations, and the circumstances 
. and history of their clans, he shewed how 
; kmg he must have studied, the character 
of the mountaineers, and iso prepared him- 
self for such a situation as he now held. 

While he was engaged in these acts of 
courtesy, his graceful manner, expressive 
features,, and dignity of deportment, made 
a singular contrast with the coarseness and 
meanness of his dress* Montrose possess- 
ed that sort of form and face, in which the 
beholder, at the first glance, sees nothing 
extraordinary, but of which the interest be- 
comes more impressive the longer we gaae 
upon them. His stature was very little 
above the middle size, but in person he was 
uncommonly well built, and capable both 
of exerting great force, and enduring much 
fatigue. In fact, he enjoyed a constitution 
of iron, without which he could not faavt 
sustained the hardships of his extraordinary 
campaigns, through all of which he subject- 
ed himself to the hardships of the meanest 
soldier. He was perfect in all exercises, 



A UBGSKD OW MONTAOSE. M7 

whether peaceful or martial, and possessed, 
.of course, that graceful ease of deportment 
proper to those to whom habit has rendered 
all postures easy. His long brown hair, ae^ 
cording to the custom of men of quality 
among the Royalists, was parted on the top 
of his head, and trained to hang down on 
each side in curled locks, one of which, de- 
scending two or three inches lower than the 
others, intimated Montrose's compliance 
with that fashion against which it pleased 
Mr Frynne, the puritan, to write a trea- 
.tile, ratitled, " The Unlovelinesa of I^ove- 
Jocks.'* 

- The features which these tresses inclosed, 
were of that kind which derive their inte- 
rest from the character of the man, rather 
than from the regularity of their form. But 
a high nose, a full, decided, well-openedj 
^uick grey eye, and a sanguine complexion, 
made amends for some coarseness and irre- 
gularity in the subordinate parts of the face; 
'SO that, in general, Montrose might be term- 
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ed rather a handsome^ than a hard^feato^ 
red man. But those who saw him when his 
soullooked through those eyes with all the 
energy and fire of genius— ^thosc who heard 
him speak with the authority of talent, and 
the eloquence of nature, were impressed 
with an opinion even of his external form^ 
more enthusiastically fkvourable than the 
portraits which still survive; would entitle 
us to ascribe to them. Su>ch, at least, was 
the impression he made upon the assembled 
Chiefs of the mountaineersi oyer whom, aa 
upon all persons in their state of s<x;lety, 
personal appearance has no small influence. 
In the discussions which followed bis dis- 
covering himself, Montrose explained t^e 
Various risks which he had run in his pre- 
«ent undertaking. His first attempt had 
been to assemble a body of loyalists in tl^ 
north of England, who, in obedience to the 
orders' of the Marquis of Newcastle, he exr 
pected would have marched into Scotland { 
but the disinclination of the EogHah to 
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tjross ttie Border,— the delay of the Earl of 
Antrim, \f^ho was to have landed in the 
Solway Firth with his Irish army, prevent- 
ed his executing this design; and other 
plans having in like manner failed, he stsu 
ted that he found himself under the neces- 
sity of assuming a disguise through the 
" Lowlands, in which he had been kindly as* 
sisted by his kinsman of Menteith'. By what 
means Allan M^AuIay had come to know 
him, he could not pretend to explain* 
Those who knew Allan's prophetic preten- 
sions, smiled mysteriously ; but he himself 
only replied, that " the Earl of Montrose 
need not be surprised if he was known to 
thousands, of whom he himself could re- 
tain no memory." 

♦« By the honour of a cavalier," said Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, finding at length an oppor- 
tunity to thrust in his word, " I am proud 
and happy in having an opportunity of 
drawing a sword under yourlordship's com* 
mand ; and I do forgive all grudge^ maU 
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content^ and malice of my heart, to Mr Al- 
faui M*Aulay, for having thrust me down 
to the lowest seat of the board yestreen. 
Certest he hath this day spoken so like a 
man having full command of his senses^ 
that I had resolved that he was no way en- 
titled to claim the privilege of insanity. 
But since I was only postponed to a no- 
ble ear], my future commander-in-chief^ 
I do, before you all, recognise the jus^tice 
of the preference, arid heartily salute Allan 
as one who is to be his hon^amarado'' 

Having made this speech, which was 
little understood or attended to, without 
putting ofEhis military glove, he seized on 
Allan's hand^ and began to shake it with 
violence, which Allan, with a gripe like a 
smith's vice, returned with such force, as 
to drive the iron splents of the gauntlet 
into the hand of the wearer. 

Optain Dalgett|ir might have construed 
this into a new affront, had not his atten- 
tion« as be stood blowing and shaking his 
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hand, been suddenly called by Montrott 
himself. 

^' Hear this news," he said, ^< CaptaiH 
Dalg^tty — I should say, Major Dalgetty,— 
the Irish, who are to profit by your milk 
tary experience, are now within a few 
leagues of us." 

" Our deer.stalkers," said Angus M*Au- 
lay, ^* who were abroad to bring in venisom 
for this honourable party, have heard of a 
band of strangers, who speak neither Saxon 
nor pure Gaelic, and can with difficulty 
make themselves be understood by the 
people of the country, who are marching 
this way in arms, under the leading, it is 
said, of Alaster M'Donald, who is qommom 
ly called Young Colkitto*" 

" These must be our men," said Mon* 
trose ; '* we must hasten to sfend messen- 
gers forward, both to act ^s guides and to 
relieve their wants." i§ 

«« The last," said Angus M* Aulay, « will 
be no easy mattery for I am informed, 
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that, excepting muskets and a Viry little 
ammunition, they want every thing that 
toldiers should have ; and they are parti- 
<jularly deficient in money, in shoe^ and in 
Miment," 

<* There ii at least no use in saying so,** 
said Montrose, ** in so loud a tone. The 
puritan weavers of Glasgow shall provide 
tliem plenty of broad-cloth when we make 
a descent from the Highlands; and if the 
ministers could preach the old women of 
the Scottish boroughs out of their webs of 
tiapeiy, to make tents to the/ellows on 
Dunse Law^ I will try whether I have not 
|i little interest both to make these godly 
dames renew their patriotic gift, and the 
prick-eared knaves, their husbands, open 
their purses." 

<* And, rerspecting arms,*' said Captain 
Dalgetty, ** if your lordship will p^noH an 
old cavalier to speak his mind, so that the 
dne-third have muskets, my darling weapon 
would be the pike for.the remainder^ wbe* 
ther for resisting a charge of horse, or foij 
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bfeiA:iiig the infantry. A common smith 
will make a hundred pike-heads in a day ; 
here is plenty of wood for shafts ; and I 
will uphold, that, according to the best 
uiaged of war, a strong battalion of pikei^^ 
drawn up in the fashion of theXion of the 
North,^ the immortal Gustavus, would beat 
the Macedonian phalanx, of which I used 
td read in the Maresehal College, when I 
studied in the ancient town of Bon-accord ; 
and further; I will venture to predicate"-^ 

The Captaitfs lettiire upon tactics Wa^ 
here suddenly interrupted by Allan M* Au» 
lay, who said, hastily,— *• Room for an un- 
expected and unwelcome gue^t." 

At the same moment, the door of the 
hall opened, and a grey-haired man, of » 
▼ery stately appearance, presented niniself 
t&lth4 assembly. There was niuch dignity, 
sOkd even authority, in his matiner; Hig 
stature w&i9 above the comnlon size, and 
ISA }o6ks such as wetie used td^ Command; 
He easi^ ^ st^^tef^ atld almost st^n glaiice 
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upon the assembly of chiefs. Those of the 
higher rank among them returned it with 
scornFui indifference ; but some of the west- 
ern gentlemen* of inferior power, looked as 
if they wished themselves elsewhere. " To 
which of ^ this assembly," said the stranger, 
^'^ni I to address myself as leader; or 
have you not fixed upon the person who is 
to hold an office at least as perilous as it is 
honourable ?" 

<^ Addri^s yourself to me. Sir Duncan 
Campbell," said Montrose, stepping for- 
ward, 

^ " To yon !" said Sir Duncan Campbell, 
with some scorn. 

« "S^es,— to me," repeated Montrose^— - 
<• to the Earl of Montrose, if you have for- 
got him." 

<^ I should now, at least," said Sir Dun- 

' • * • 

can Campbell, ^' have had some difficulty 
in recognising him in the disguise of a 
g]:oQmv-^ And yet I might have gueteed that 
no evil influence inferior to your lordship's, 
distinguished as one who troubles Israel, 
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could liave collected together this rash as- 
sembly of misguided persons.*' 

<' I will answer unto you/' said Mon. 
trose» ^ in the manner of your own Puri- 
tans. I have not troubled Israel, but thou 
and thy father's house. But let us leave an 
altercation, which is of little consequence 
but to ourselves, and hear the tidings ybu 
have' brought from your chief of Argyle ; 
for I must conclude that it is in his name 
that you have come to. this meeting *' 

*<. It is in the name of the Marquis of 
Argyle/' said Sir Duncan Campbell, — ^^ in 
the nan^e of the Scottish Parliament, that I 
demand to know the meaning of this sihgu- 
lar cony ocation« If it is designed to 'disturb 
the peace of the country, it weVe but acting 
like neighbours, and men of honour, to 
give us some intimation to stand upon our 
guard." 

<* It is a singular, and new state of af- 
fairs in Scotland," said Montrose, turning 
from Sir Duncan Campbell to the atteftt* 
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biy, *^ when Scottish' men of rant and ft- 
mily cannot meet in tlie house of a commra 
"ktend without an. inquisitorial Idsit and de- 
mand, on the part of our rulers, to know 
tile sutgect of our- conference. M^tnks 
our ancestors were * accustonxed to hold 
Highland huntings, or other purposes of 
meetings without asking the leave either of 
the great M'C^um More himself, or 0£ 
any of his emissaries or dependtots.** 

^* Ther titnes have been such in Scot- 
land,*' lanswered one of the Western Chiefs^ 
*^ and such theyiieiH again be, wfaen^^die^ 
tiviitn art our ancient possessions are again 
reduced 'to be- lairds - of Locfaow, instead 
of overspreadiiig us like a band of devour- 
*iig locusts.^ 

*«*Am*-I to understand, (hen,* said 9tt 
Duncan, <^ that it is against ^^name alone 
^t these preparations are directed ? or am 
we-onlyHta be sufferers in common with the 
peaceful and orderly inhabitants cff *Sd6t- 
kudr 



^. Iwould aglr^" eaida? wild-loo^iogchi^f^ 
^lutijig hastily up^. '^-^tie question «<t tbi 
ICnight of Ardenvahr, ere h^ proceeds fur- 
j|her in his darijaig Gateebissn^^^Hiis he 
jvrought more than one life to this ea&tle, 
4hat he ventures to intrude amoqg us for 
ibe purposes of insult ?*' 

<^ Geiitlemep," said 'Monlrase, ^ let me 
implore jour patience ; >a 'tnesseqger who 
comes amoj^g us for the purpose 6f em* 
bamyf is entitled to freedom of speech, and 
ft safe conduct And since Sir Duncan 
iCapapbeU is so pressingf I care not if I in- 
ibrm him,, for his guidance, that hei is in an 
Assembly of the King's loyal subjecte, ccm^ 
yoked by me, in his Majesty's name and aa- 
tfaority, and as empowered by his Msjeety's 
foyal commission^" 

^< We are to have, then, I presume,'' teid 
*Sit Duncan Campbell, <^ a civil war in all 
te^forms? I;have been too kmg a soldier 
ao;<view its approach witb^ anxiety ; but it 
iriROuldrhave been.fojfiiiiy LfMd i^ Montffdse^' 
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honour, if» in this matter, he had consulted 
his own ambition less^ and the peace of the 
country more.*' 

** Those consulted their own ambition 
and self-interest, Sir Duncan,'' answered 
Montrose, *< who brought the country to 
the pass in which it now stands, and ren- 
dered necessary the sharp remedies which 
we are now reluctantly about to use." 

^* And what rank among these self-seek- 
ers," said Sir Duncan CampbeU,^ *^ shall we 
assign to a noUe Earl, so violently attached 
to the Covenant, that he was the first, in 
16399 to cross the Tweed, wading middle 
deep at the head of his regiment, to charge 
the royal forces ? It was the same» I think, 
who imposed the Covenant upon the bur- 
gesses and Colleges of Aberdeen, at the 
point of sword and pike." 
, << I understand your taunt. Sir Duncan," 
said Montrose, , temperately } *' and I can 
only add, that if sincere repentance can 
make amends for youthful error, and lor 
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yielding to the artful representation of am- 

w 

bilious hypocrites, I shall be pardoned for 
the crimes with which you taunt me. I 
am here, with my sword in my hand, will- 
ing to spend the best blood of my body to 
make amends for my error, and mortal man 
can do no more.'* 

** Well, my lord,** said Sir Duncan, " I 
shall be sorry to carry back this language 
to the Marquis of Argyle. I had it in far- 
ther charge from the Marquis, that, to pre- 
vent the bloody feuds which must neces- 
sarily follow a Highland war, his lordship 
will be contented if terms of truce could be 
arranged to the north of the Highland line, 
as there is ground enough in' Scotland to 
%ht upon without neighbours d^rbying 
each other'd families and inheritances.'' 

<< It is a peaceful proposal,*' said Mmi- 
trose, smiling, ^* such as it should bei co- 
ming ftom one whose actions have always 
been.more peaceful than his measures. Yet, 
if the terms of such a truce) could be equally 
fixed, and if we can obtain security, — ^for 
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that. Sir Punq^n, ,k ipdfepeasibleifT^thikt 
your Marquis will observe these terms with 
strict fidelity, I, for my part, shpuld be 
content to leave pe^ce behiq^ns, sioce.we 
must needs carry w^r before UB. Bui» Sir 
Duncan, you are too old apd experienced 
a soldier for us to permit you to i;emain in 
our leaguer, and witness pur proc/e^^lings ; 
we shall, therefore, when you^ hay e refr£»b- 
ed yourself, recpmpiend .your sfeedy^ re- 
turn to Inverary, and we shall ^epd .witJi 
you a gentleman on our part, to adjuat tl^e 
terms of the Highlarid armistice, in <;a^fiihfi 
Marquis shall be.found seripusin projposi^ 
such a measure." Sir Duncan Caq^pbell 
assented by a bow, 

*« My Lord of Menteith,'* cont^iUie(i 
Montrose, " will you have the goodpesa tp 
attend Sir Duncan Campbell, pf Acden- 
vohr, while we determine who shall re^^ 
with him to his Chi^f^ M^Aul^y wilLpfp. 
mit us to request that he be en(;(;rtaij^ 
with suitable hospitality." 

<« I will give orders for that," i^aid Alltfi 






Stoarty ijsfirg and coming forward. ^^ I 
love 9tt 'Dancaa Campbell ; we ba^e bten 
joint sufferers in former days, and I db not 
forget it now.** 

•* My Lord of Menteitls*' said Sir Bun* 
can Campbell, *< I am grieved to see you, 
tft <your early age> engaged in ^uch desp€* 
rate and rebelitoiis courses.'' 

^ I am young/' answered Menteitln ' 
yet old enough to distingufsh betwjpen 
Tight and wrong, between loyalty and re- 
.oellion; and the sooner a good course is 
begun, the l<Higer and the better luive lia 
elmnce of running it/' 

" And you too, my friend, Allan M* Au- 
,: ley ," toidSir D unoan, taking hishand ; ^ m ust 
we also call each other enemies, Ihat have 
been so often allied against a common foef 
Then turning round to the meeting, be 
aftNl, << FareweQ, gentlemen ; there are «0' 
inaagr of you to whom I wish well, thatyosr 
tqjeotion of all tCTins of mediation gives tne 
idoqp a&iotion» May Heaven,'*' he mid, 

as 
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kioking Upwards, ^^ judge between odr huk 
tives, and those of th^ movers of this civS 
comifaotion !" 

•' Amen,** said Montrose ; "to that tri- 
bunal we all submit us.^ 

S^rDunean Campbell left the haU, accom- 
panied by Allan M'Auley and Lord Men^* 
teith. " There goes a trne-bred Campbell,'^ 
said Montrose^ as the envoy departed, *<for 
they are ever fair and false.** 

" Pardon me, my Icwrd,'* said Evan IHiu ; 
' << hereditary enemy as I am to their name, 
I have ever found the Knight of ArdaEi- 
vohr brave in war, honest in peace^ and 
true in councflt'* 

<< or his own disposition,*' said Monti;ose, 
^^ such he is undoubtedly ; but he now acto 
as the oi^an or moiith-piece of^his chief, 
the Marquis, the falsest man that ever drew 
breath And^ M^Aulay," he continued, 
in a whisper to his host, *^ lest he should 
make some impression upon the inexpe* 
tienceof Menteith, or the singular diq[>oii- 
tion of your brother you had better send 
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music into their chamber, to prevent his 
Inveigling them ipto any private confe- 
rence/* 

•« The devil a musician have I/* answer- " 
ed M*Aulay, " excepting the piper, who 
has nearly broke his wind by an ambitious 
contention for superiority with three of his 
own criift ; but I can send Annot Lyle and 
her harp." And he left the apartment to 
give orders accordingly. 

Meanwhile a warm discussion took place, 
wfaof hould undertsike the periloii9 task of 
returning with Sir Duncan to Inverary. 
To the higher dignitaries, accustomed to 
consider themselves upon an equality even 
!with.M*Callum More, this Was an office not 
to be proposed ; uqto others who could not 
plead the same excuse, it was altogether' 
unacceptable* One would have thought 
Inverary had been the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, the inferior chiefs shewed such 
r^uctance to approach it. After a consi- 
derable hesitation, the plain reason was at 
length spoken out, namely, that whatever 
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RigJ^der 8\ioyld yn^ettftke 911 aflR^ie.jBp 
distasteful ^ JSl<Calluai-Xare» he would |^ 
'sure fb treasure the offenoe in bis r<^eii^ 
brancjs, and one day pr xs^^er /x> m^ke hm 
Jhitterly rppex^t/of jt. 

In this dilei^ma, Montrose, whoiconsideiv 
ed the. proposed ;^rniifti^e 9S;^,mere;Stra^ 
gem on the part pf Ar^le, although be 
bad not ventuned "bluntly to reject it in 
presence of those whom it j^apc^r^pd j^ 
nearly, resolved to ifnppse the .daoger and 
dignity upon Captain DaJgi^^y, ^bp b^ 
oeither chn jiox estate in the j(Iigb}aiu^ 
.upon which the wrath of Argyll <;aiild 
.wreak itself. 

<' But I have a neck tbp^gV said I^)- 
^etty, bluntly; ^ and what.if i^ cbuswepf^ 
av.enge himself upon. that? I have knpa^ 
a case where an honQuxable aiiibi^»adt>r ^ 
been banned as a spy before fip^ir* 1)1^ 
.tber did tb^e Romans use ambf^dojs 9tu(^ 
more mercifully at ,tbe aieg^ pf ^QftBH^ fifr 
though I read that, tb^y wly fiUt ^li^ 
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hwds ftnd noses, put out their ey4h ^^^A 
^iiiered them to depart in pe^ce." 

:S< By my.hcM^iaiiiri €^tain I>a)gf^ty;'«tijil 
Montrose, ^^ should the Marqtti9» cQntitMy 
to the rules of war, dare tp practise a^y 
Atrocity agaiosft you, you m9^ 4^e]|d ppoa 
my taking such signal vei^eanQe ti^ ^ 
ficotland shall ring of it." 

#f That will do bat little &rl)^getty/' i^ 
turned the Captain ; ^^ but oorragjo 1 as thie 
Spaniard says. With the L.aad of Promise 
full in view, the Moor of Druenthwacket, 
msfg paupera r^gua, as we s^d at Maresohal 
aollege, I will not refiiae yourea^oellency'f 
commission, being congous it beoomea^a 
cavalier of honour to obey his oooamander's 
orders, in dsfiaoce both 4^f gibbet Bsid 
•word." 

- <f Gallantly f esolv^,'' aaid Montrose ; 
^ and if you will come apart with me I will 
Ittrnish yo|i with the xooditions to *be 'laid 
before. M^Calium Move, upon which weace 
bailing to grant him a itoce for :hia iliigb- 
land dominions." ^ . 



Sli TiXCS OF MY LAKBLORD. 

With these we need not trouble our 
readersr They were of an evasive nature^ 
calculated to meet a proposal which Mon* 
trose considered to have been made only 
for the purpose of gaining time. When he 
had put Captain Dalgetty in complete pos- 
session of his instructions, and ;when th^ 
worthy, making his military obeisance, was 
near the door of his apartment, Montrose 
fioade him a sign to return. 

*« I presume,'^ said he, " I need not re- 
mind an officer who has served under the 
Great Gusuvus, that a little more is requi* 
re() of a person sent with a flag of truce 
than mere discharge ol' his instructions, 
and tiiat his general will expect from him 
(m his return some accoimt- of the state of 
the enemies affairs, as far as they come 
under his observation. In shorty Captain 
Dalgetty, you must be unpeu dmr-voyanW* 

<^ Ah ha 4 your Excellency," said the 
Captain, twisting bis hard features into an 
inimitable expression of cunning and intelr 
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Ill^ence, ^ if they do not put oiy head in a 
j^ke, which I have known practised upon 
honourable ti^oldados who have been sas« 
pected to come upon such errands as the 
present, your Excellency may rely on a pre-i> 
ceese narration of whatever Dugald ' DaU 
getty shall hear or see, were it even bow 
many turns of tune there are in M^Calldm 
More's pibroch, or how many checks m 
the sett of his plaid and trews.'* 

«* Enough," answered Montrose; " fare- 
lyell. Captain Dalgetty, and as they s^y that 
a lady's mind is always expressed in her 
postscript, so I would have you think that 
the most important jpart of your commission 
lies in what I have last said to you^'' 

Dalgetty once more grinned intelligence, 
and withdrew to victual his charger and 
himself^ for the fatigues of his approach* 
ing mission. 

At the door of the stable* Vor Gustavus 
always claimed his first care, he met Angiis 
M^Ablay and Sir Miles Musgrave,' who 
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hfld been looking :at bk horse ; smd? ^lAer 
pcajmng his pQinte and carriage, both uni- 
ted in strongly dissuading the Captain Irom 
taking an animal of sueh value with him 
upon his present verj fatiguing journey* 

^gus painted in the imost ajkarmii^ 
oolours the roads, or rather wild tracts, by 
which it would foe necessary for him to tra- 
▼el into Argyleriiire, and the wretched huts 
orbathies Where he would be condemned to 
pass the night, and where no forage could 
be procured for his Hors^, unless he could 
eat the stumps of old heathen In short, be 
pronounced it absolutely impossible that» 
after undertakmg such a pi)grimage, the 
animal could be in any case for military ser- 
Tice. The Englishman strongly confirm- 
ed ail that Angus had said, and gave him- 
self body and soul to the devil, if he thought 
it was not an act little short of abscAate 
murder to carry a horse worth a ferthing* 
into such a waste and inhospitable desait. 
Captftln Dalgetty for an imtant leolied 



QlflKJUly, ^rst at 0ne:pf tke^^^ti^tl^DI/^ j|94 
nex^ at the otliex» and |ifaen,iiskfdi'tbem.<ai 
if in a state of indieciwon^.wliat they woukl 
a^dvisie him to do with Gusjtavus.un4ei: such 
circumstances. 

" By the hiwd of my ftrther, my dear 
friend," answered M^ Aulay, " if you leave 
the beast in my keepings you. may rely on 
his being fed and sorted acpordiog to his 
W9i:th and quality, and that upon yoar 
happy return, you wiUJnd him as sleek an 
an onion boilqd in butter." 

«* Or," said Sir Miles Mus^?^ve, ^Jf 
this worthy cavalier chuses to part with his 
charger for a reasonable sum, I have some 
pjart of the silver candlesticks still dancing 
the beys in my purse, which I shall be vpry 
willing to transfer to his." 

" In brief, mine honourable frien4fc* 
SAid Captain Palgetty, again eyeing them 
^oth with an airof cpmic p^etration, ^f^ 
find it would not be altogether vnacpept* 
abl^ to either of yon to have sqq^ tf^en to 
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remember the old soldier by, in case it sliall 
please M'Callum More to hang him up at 
the gate of his own castle. And doubtless 
it would be no small satisfaction to me, in 
such an event, that a noble and loyal cava- 
valier like Sir Miles Musgrave, or a worthy 
and hospitable chieftain like our excellent 
landlord, should act as my executor/^ 

Both hastened to protest that they had 
no such object, and insisted again upon the 
impassable character of the Highland paths. 
Angus M'Aulay mumbled over a number 
of hard Gaelic names, descriptive of the dif- 
ficult passes, precipices, corries, and beals, 
through which he said the road lay to In- 
verary, when old Donald, who had now 
entered, sanctioned his master's account of 
these difficulties, by holding up his hands, 
and elevating his eyes, and shaking his 
bead at every guttural which M'Aulay pro- 
nounced. But tfll this did not move the in- 
flexible Captain. 

«* My worthy friends,'* said he, *^ Gusta- 
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vm is not new to the dangers of travelling, 
and the mountains of Bohemia, (tio dispa- 
ragement to the beals and corries Mr An- 
gus is pleased to mention, and of which 
Sir Miles, who never saw them, confirms 
the horrors,) these mountains may compete 
with the vilest roads in Europe* In fact, 
my horse hath a most excellent and social 
quality, for although he cannot pledge me 
in my cup, yet we share our loaf between 
us, ahd it will be hard if he suffers famine 
where cakes or bannocks are to be found* 
Andy to cut this matter short, I beseech 
you, my good friends, to observe the state 
of Sir Duncan Campbell's palfrey, which 
stands in that stall before us, fat and fair ; 
and, in return for your anxiety on my ac- 
count, I give you my honest asseveration, 
that while wt travel the same road, both 
that palfrey and his rider shall lacl^ food 
before either Oustavus or L" 

Having said this, he filled a large mea- 
sure with corn, and walked up with it to 
his charger, who, by his low whinnying 
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Aei|(h> his pricked ears,, and hk pawiiog, 
shewed bo\¥ close (the. alliance was b^wixt 
him gnd his jiden Nor did he taste bis cosa 
until be bad returned his .master's car^Mis 
by licking bis. bandfii and. face* Aftei: this 
interchange of greeting, the steed bQgtnrto 
his provender with an eager dispatch^ which 
shewed old military habits ; and th^soMto^ 
after looking on the anlmalrwitb great com-^ 
placency for about five miniates^ , said,— 
" Much good may it do your honest heart, 
Gustavus ; — powmust X go and ^lay in pro- 
vant myself for the campaign." 

He then departed, having first, saluted 
the Englishman and Angus M^Aulay, wba 
remained looking at each other for some 
timejn silence, and then hurst out intoa 
fit of laughter. 

" That fellow," said Sir Miles Musgravc, 
« is formed to go throi^gh. the world " 

" I shall think so too," said M'Aulaj, 
^ if he can slip through M'CaUum Mace's 
fingers as easily as he ^..dooe tbroiigh 



ours.* 



\ 



A UEGBMB OF MONTROM. SS8 

*< Do you think,'* said the Englishmaiip 
<^ that the Marquis will not respect, in Cap- 
tain Dalgetty's person, the laws of civilized 
war?* 

^ No more than I would respect a Low* 
kind proclamation,** said Angus M'Aulaj. 
^ But come along, it is time I were return 
iiig to my guests.** 
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